
Dear Reader:
If you are enjoying this 

paper, please reach 
out and help us by 
sponsoring a week. 

THANK YOU!



Is A Video Camera Proof? 
Avrumy owned a busy store and paid his workers $3,000 a month. 
O

NOTHING THE SECURITY CAMERAS!

Avrumy quickly pulled up the recordings.  
He saw his worker, Ari, looking around to make sure nobody was watching. grabbed the $1,500 
check, slipped it into his pocket, and walked out as if NOTHING had happened! 

"Ari, have a seat. I want to show you something."
He pressed PLAY.  

“ YOU'RE FIRED! Pack your things and go!” 

"Fine! But before I leave, you still owe me my $3,000 salary for this month!" 
said, "First you steal, and you still want to get paid. what's next? You also want a bonus!"

You stole $1,500 from me! The Torah says a thief must pay DOUBLE! That means you owe me 
$3,000. So we're EVEN and its as if I paid you your payment!" 

But Avrumy was an honest Jew; he wasn't sure he was right, so he went to a Beis Din to find out 
what the right thing to do was. 

1) According to the Torah, if a thief steals, he must pay back double, a , which is a fine.
Only a real beis din with semichah tracing back to Moshe Rabbeinu can rule such a fine, but
this line of semichah was broken a long time ago. Today, beis din can decide the value of
stolen goods but cannot enforce a  (Shulchan Aruch Choshen Mishpat 1:5).

So if Avrumy goes to beis din, they won't force Ari the double payment, since a  can't 
be enforced these days by beis din.

Video Cameras:
If Avrumy doesn't have two witnesses to prove Ari stole, can cameras count as witnesses? 

Nowadays, beis din doesn't fully trust video recordings because it might be edited. 
However, R' Zilberstein said that if the worker, Ari, claims he's owed a month's pay, beis din 
might not rely on the video to let Avrumy avoid paying him. 

In our case, since Avrumy is the one coming to beis din and wants to keep the month's pay as 
payment for the , he can if he is sure the video footage is untouched 
and clearly shows Ari taking the check, even without witnesses.

Question: You may wonder why this is okay when we usually need two witnesses. 

Answer: Beis din  assume someone is wrong; 
 But sometimes a person  assume.

If someone, say Yitzy, sees a person leave his house, then goes into his home and finds money missing, and if Yitzy knows that no one 
else was in his house that day, he can assume that person took it. 

Yitzy can take back the money himself, even without witnesses, not because of a ruling of beis din, but rather because he can assume 
that he took it. Some say this is allowed from the start, lechatchilah, as he is doing nothing wrong. (see Sema, 75 s.k. 49, and Pischei Teshuvah)

In our situation, while beis din can't force Ari to pay double, if Avrumy decides to take that amount back personally from Ari, beis din 
won’t make him give it back.  Avrumy doesn't have to pay Ari his monthly salary, as that would be his payment instead of the .

Who To Ask?



d

Hashem tells Avraham that he will have future generations as countless as the dust of the earth. Why specifically the dust of the earth?



 officer

"My wife… and believe me, the later I get home, the LONGER the 
speech!"


