Akeidas Yitzchak: A Merit for Am Yisrael for All Times

And the Angel of Hashem called to him from
Heaven, saying, “Avraham, Avraham!” and
he answered, “Here | am!"... And the Angel
of Hashem called to Avraham a second time
from Heaven [Bereishis 22, 11;15].

Rabeinu Meir Simcha HaCohein of Dvinsk in
his Meshech Chochma, [on Bereishis 21,17]
has a marvelous explanation on why the
Malach called out to Avraham specifically
from Shomayim and not from close-by:

At the time of the Akeida, when Avraham was
about to sacrifice Yitzchok to Hashem, there
was a G-dly revelation on the mountain. It
was of the same order as when the Cohein
Gadol did the Avoda of Yom Kippur in the
Kodesh hakKodoshim, of which it says, No
man may be present in the Ohel Moed (at
that time) [Vayikra 16,17]. The Yerushalmi
[Yoma 1,5] explains, that this includes even
angels — ‘whose faces are similar to the face
of man'.

Therefore, the Malach who called to Avraham
was unable to get close to the place of the
Akeida, and had to call him from Shomayim!

We also find in the Medrash that Avraham,
at the time of the Akeida, was on the level of
the Cohein Gadol; thus Malachim could not
approach this place.

Avraham called the name of the place,
‘Hashem will appear’, and so it will be said
today on the mountain, ‘Hashem appears’
[Bereishis 22,14]. [Targum Onkelos: Avraham
worshipped on that place and he said before
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Hashem, “here generations will worship,
hence it will be said on that day on that
mountain, ‘Avraham worshipped before
Hashem'.” Rashi refers us to this Targum
and brings from Chazal:
this Akeida and will forgive Yisrael and save
them from misfortune. Therefore it will
be said on this day, for all generations, by
those who come to the Har Hashem: 'the
ashes of Yitzchak are gathered here to give
.atonement'.] End of the Meshech Chochma

Hashem will see

This Meshech Chochma teaches us a big
Chidush: Hashem's revelation, whether it
be by the Akeidas Yitzchok, or whether it be
by the Avodah of the Cohein Gadol in the
Ohel Moed is on a higher level of Kedusha
than Shomayim; Malachim can travel freely
in Shomayim, but cannot be present at the
place of Hisgalus Elokus on this Earth!

Another interesting thought: What came first,
the Akeidas Yitzchok or the Avodas Cohein
Gadol on Yom HaKippurim? The Akeida, of
course! This means that it was Avraham
Avinu who created this status of Kedusha,
at which a Malach cannot be present. This
Kedusha was later replicated in the Avoda of
the Cohein Gadol on Yom Kippur. The Akeida
arouses a Zikaron that Hashem ‘remembers’,
making it impossible for Man or Malach
to be present while the Cohein Gadol is in
communion with the Borei Yisborach in the
Kodesh haKodoshim on Yom Kippur.

We are Zocheh to be learning once again
about the Akeidas Yitzchok and we are led
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to think about how Avraham Avinu prepared
himself to give up that which was most dear
and beloved to him to carry out Hashem's
will.

This brings us to think about the Gedolei
Yisrael and Roshei Yeshivos Shlit"a, who are
sacrificing their time, their comfort, and most
of all, their time for learning and teaching
Torah, to traverse the globe to ensure that
the Yeshivos and Mosdos Torah are able
to remain afloat and flourish. Likewise, just
now before the latest election in Israel, they
traveled the whole Eretz Yisrael, ‘from Dan to
Be'er Sheva', to educate the Tzibur not to fall
into traps, funded by anti-religious parties,
and to go out and vote for the established
religious parties who engage in the welfare
of the Tzibur all year round. Because of
endless propaganda, originating from impure
sources, the Gedolei HaDor saw the need
to remind the masses to vote for their own
selves and needs and, above all, for Kavod
Shomayim. But if that is what was needed,
the Gedolim devoted themselves to this holy
task.

Biyas HaMoshiach and the Geula HaShleima
are the true remedy and are most urgently
needed. May we be Zocheh to this even
before the next Israeli government is formed,
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