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Reb David Blum
Rav Yona Forst (Divrei Yona, Shemos) once told his students, 
“I want to tell you about a story about a person that I knew, 
whose name was Reb David Blum. He was a special person. 
Tragically, he passed away without children. He followed 
the righteous path of Torah and was a yiras 
Shamayim, even when faced with terrible 
nisyonos. For a while he was very wealthy, 
and he would donate large sums of his wealth 
to help yeshivos. My personal feeling was that 
Reb David felt that charity was the best way to 
continue his legacy after he passed away, with 
the knowledge that he had no children. Not 
only would he give out large sums of money, 
but he would do it discreetly. ... He was on an 
extremely lofty level! He passed away when 
he was over 80 years old. For more than 50 
years he was wealthy. At a certain point, he 
reached a dire situation where he had nothing 
left.” 

Rav Yona continued, “During this period of his life, he once called 
together his friends to his home, and there he addressed everyone, 
saying, ‘You all know that I was not a person who needed a lot 
of money. All the years I worked was only for me to give it to 

charity, mainly to yeshivos to produce more Torah. And now, to 
my dismay, I don’t have that ability anymore, as I am destitute. 
But I want you to know that none of you should think for even 
a second that I have any complaints against Hashem. ... Not 

only do I not have complaints, but I only have 
complete gratitude to Hashem that throughout 
the years, He gave me the opportunity to help 
people learn Torah...’”

R A V  Y O N A ’ S 
U N D E R S T A N D I N G 
Upon concluding the retelling of Reb 
David’s words, Rav Yonah continued to 
explain the importance of this attitude. He 
told his students, “Of course, people asked, 
why would Hashem take away the money 
from a person who … gave most of it away 
for charity? I think the answer is, Hashem 

knew how great Reb David’s desire was to continue to give 
charity to those in need, and his desire to give charity at 
that point was worth more to Hashem than the thousands of 
dollars that he actually could have given out.

“There are times when the desire for the mitzvah is so great 

דוד טעביל ב”ר אברהם שלמה בלום
Reb David Blum (27 Av, 1890 - 9 Teves, 1975). Born in the Galician town of Sokal, Ukraine, a village near Belz. David became a devoted adherent of R. Yissachar 
Dov Rokeach (1851-1926), the third Rebbe of Belz. He married Freida Schurberg (1898- 19 Teves, 1961), who hailed from a family of Sadigur chassidim in Radevits, 
Bukovina. Amidst the upheaval of the First World War, the Blums (along with many other Eastern European refugees) found themselves in Vienna, Austria. In 
Vienna, David was blessed with financial success and devoted himself to philanthropic endeavors. The Blum home in interwar Vienna was widely known as an 
“open house,” where they cared for all who needed assistance. 
They remained loyal to Belz, continuing with R. Aharon (1880 – 21 Av, 1957). The Blums managed to emigrate to Mandatory Palestine in April 1940, settling in 
Tel Aviv, where David developed a warm relationship with R. Avraham Yaakov of Sadigur (8 Av, 1884 – 5 Teves, 1960). When R. Aharon of Belz succeeded 
in reaching Eretz Yisrael in 1944, Rav David Blum was naturally one of his most stalwart supporters. He maintained his reputation for magnanimity by contributing 
generously to individuals and institutions. In his twilight years, David’s fortunes declined, and he was occasionally reduced to eating his Shabbos meals with the 
students of the Belzer Yeshiva. When he protested at being served first, he was told: “A father is served first, and here, you are like a father.”

R E B  D A V I D  B L U M
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will point with his finger, as it says, And he shall 
say on that day, ‘Behold! This is our God; we 
hoped to Him and He saved us; this is Hashem 
to whom we hoped; let us exalt and be glad in 
His salvation” (Yeshaya 25:9).

Why are they sitting in a circle?

The Yaavetz points out that the word used 
here for circle “machol”, has the same root 
as mechilah, forgiveness. The Gemara thus 
implies that in future Hashem will forgive 
all the sins of Israel, enabling all of Israel 
the privilege of joining this circle.

The Apter Rebbe explains that the circle has no 
top and no bottom, no beginning or end. So too, 
in the future the righteous will experience no 
jealousy or dislike, for no one will say “I am 
greater than another.”

ט"ו באב
Tu B’Av is the fifteenth day in Av. Tu B’Av 
can also be translated as “the fifteenth letter in 
the Alef Bes” (Tu numerically equals 15; the 
word Av could be understood as an acronym 
for Alef Bes – the Hebrew alphabet). The 
fifteenth letter of the Alef Bes is Samech. 
The letter Samech is written as a circle – ס. 
A circle represents when everyone gets 
along and there is no hierarchy, arrogance or 
anyone saying, “I am greater than another.” 

That is why “Tu B’Av” can be as great a 
day as Yom Kippur. A day which has no 
one top or bottom or anyone saying, “I am 
greater than another.”

שמיטה
R’ Chaim Yehuda Meir Hager notes that this 
idea is embedded in Shemittah (the Sabbatical 
year) and Yovel (the Jubilee year). They too 
teach us that the wealthy should not become 
arrogant in their wealth, and the poor should 
not lose heart in their hardship. That is to say, 

just as the circle dance—because of its circular 
form—has no jealousy or hatred, so too 
through Shemittah and Yovel, when everything 
returns to its original owner, and what belongs 
to a person becomes ownerless as the owners 
cannot profit from their fields, is like a “circle 
dance” in material matters. It reflects the cycle 
that turns the world, where ultimately all are 
equal for good.

סיני
This certainly connects Shemitta to Sinai. At 
Sinai, Hashem instructed the Jewish nation, 
“You shall set boundaries for the people all 
around”—סביב a circular boundary, and be 
careful “of ascending the mountain,” meaning 
not to elevate oneself above another. (Shemos 
19:12)

This is of course what was occurring as Sinai 
as it states, “And the Jewish nation encamped 
there opposite the mountain.” Rashi explains: 
“as one person with one heart.” (Passuk 2)

We are getting close to Shavuos, when we 
reenact the events at Sinai and hopefully if we 
take this lesson to heart we will merit sitting in 
Hashem’s circle with the righteous people, and 
proclaim aloud “Behold! This is our God; we 
hoped to Him and He saved us; this is Hashem 
to whom we hoped; let us exalt and be glad in 
His salvation” (Yeshaya 25:9)..
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 ר’ חיים יהודה
מאיר הגר
R’ Chaim Yehuda Meir Hager (17 
Elul 1912-11 Iyar 1969) was 
born in Vizhnitz, Ukraine to 
R’ Menachem Mendel (1885-
1941), eldest son of R’ Yisrael 
(1860-1936) the third Rebbe 
of Vizhnitz (the Ahavas Yisrael). 
In 1921, the family moved to 
Visheve (Romania), where R. 
Menachem Mendel became 
Rav. In 1935, R’ Chaim Yehuda 
Meir married Reitza Reinman 
(1915-1975), daughter of R’ 
Eliezer (b. 1885) who was the 
Rav of Bychkov (Romania) and 
a grandson of the Ropshitzer 
(also 11 Iyar). When his father-
in-law assumed the Rabbinate 
in Glogev (Poland), R’ Chaim 
Yehuda Meir replaced him as Rav 
of Bychkov. In 1936, following 
the passing of the Ahavas 
Yisrael, R’ Chaim Yehuda Meir 
moved back to Visheve to 
assist his father, returning to 
Bychkov only after his father 
passed away, in 1941. However, 
the threat of the Hungarian 
military draft compelled him to 
spend the next year wandering, 
from Grosswardein (Romania) to 
Chust, Ukraine, and eventually 
back to Visheve, where he 
remained until 1944, when he 
was deported to a series of 
concentration camps. He was 
liberated from Mühldorf on 
Pesach Sheni and on 17 Tamuz 
he received the news that his wife 
survived too. R’ Chaim Yehuda 
Meir served as a Rav in various 
displaced persons camps, until 
1947 when he emigrated to the U. 
S, settling on Lincoln Place near 
Crown Heights and founding a 
Shul called Menachem Yisrael. He 
emigrated to Tel Aviv in 1960 as 
a private citizen, but ultimately 
succumbed to the pleas of his 
followers to lead a small Beis 
Medrash in his home. He helped 
arrange for his father’s reburial in 
Eretz Yisrael near his grandfather, 
the Ahavas Yisrael (who had been 
re-interred there in 1949). In the 
1980s, two posthumous volumes 
of his teachings were published, 
entitled Zecher Chaim.
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must be read as a unit. Since the obligation to love 
one’s fellow follows the prohibitions against taking 
revenge and bearing a grudge, the concluding 
phrase is meant as a continuation of those 
prohibitions: “love your fellow” is expressed by 
refraining from harmful behavior. In this view, the 
emphasis is less on cultivating positive treatment of 
another (a positive mitzvah) and more on avoiding 
mistreatment (a prohibition).

The Shem Olam notes that the Maharshah’s 
approach addresses the famous questions of the 
Ramban. How can the Torah command each 
person to love another as much as himself—
something seemingly beyond human capacity? 
And how does this align with the principle of 
chayecha kodmin (חייך קודמין – one’s own life takes 
precedence)? According to the Maharsha, the 
Torah does not demand equal emotional love or 
self-sacrifice; rather, it prohibits treating others in 
ways one would find objectionable.

However, this interpretation requires further 
clarification. A similar command appears regarding 
loving a convert: “you shall love him as yourself” 
(Vayikra 19:34 – ואהבת לו כמוך). There too, Targum 
Onkelos and Targum Yonasan maintain their 
respective approaches. Yet in that context, the 
verse is not directly preceded by the same cluster 
of prohibitions (though it does say, “do not oppress 
him” a passuk before).

Additionally, the Rambam (De’os 6:3; Avel 14:1) 
clearly codifies loving one’s fellow as a positive 
mitzvah. This seems to suggest that the Rambam 
is in disagreement with Hillel and his greatest 
student, Yonasan ben Uziel. (Sukka 28a) 

O N  O N E  F O O T
The Shem Olam resolves this by explaining 
that Hillel’s formulation was situational. The 
convert’s condition—to learn the entire Torah in 
the time it takes to stand on one foot—necessitated 
brevity. Had Hillel presented the mitzvah in its 
full positive sense, it would have invited the very 

difficulties raised by the Ramban, prolonging 
the exchange. The negative formulation allowed 
Hillel to convey the essence concisely. In truth, 
Hillel – and Yonasan ben Uziel who quotes 
his rebbi verbatim – agree that the mitzvah is 
fundamentally a positive mitzvah, as understood 
by the Rambam.

C O N V E R T S     
The Shoel Umeishiv (Terumah, Mahadura 
Revii) quotes that he heard from the chabura 
of chasidei Kotzk and specifically in the name 
of Hagaon R’ Yitzchak Meir (the Chidushei 
Harim). 

Hillel recognized that a non-Jew might 
not fully grasp the depth of loving another 
as oneself. Therefore, he presented a 
more accessible formulation – the mirror 
explanation. After conversion, the individual 
would be capable of appreciating the mitzvah 
in its fuller, positive sense.

The Shoel Umeishiv further notes that Jewish 
communal life fosters a unique sense of 
interdependence. Many mitzvos require the 
presence of others—for example, a minyan 
of ten is necessary for certain prayers, 
and Chazal teach that the Shechina rests 
among them (Sanhedrin 39a). This structure 
cultivates a deep awareness of mutual reliance, 
strengthening bonds between individuals.

The message that emerges is both practical 
and aspirational. At a minimum, we must 
avoid harming others in ways we ourselves 
would resent. At a higher level, we are called 
to actively cultivate genuine love and concern 
for our fellow. By internalizing this dual 
perspective, we can promote greater peace 
and unity—values that, in Jewish thought, are 
essential foundations for redemption.

The Shoel Umeishiv in this parashah offers a 
couple of other explanations.

שואל ומשיב
Rav Yosef Shaul 
Halevi Nathanson 
(1808–27 Adar I, 1875) 
was from a wealthy 
family in Brezhan, 
Galicia. His father was 
a talmid chacham. His 
great-uncle was the 
wealthy and learned 
R’ Yudel Nathanson. 
His grandfather was 
a leader in Brody. He 
also learned with his 
maternal grandfather, R’ 
Dov Berish Heilperin, in 
Berzhan.
At 17 he married into the 
wealthy Ettinga family 
from Lemberg. His father-
in-law, Rav Yitzchak 
Ahron (1827-1891), was 
the son-in-law of R’ 
Mordechai Orenstein, the 
Rav of Lemberg (Lvov), 
who was succeeded by 
his son R’ Yaakov, the 
Yeshuos Yaakov.
The Shoel Umeishiv 
learned with his brother-
in-law R’ Mordechai 
Ettinga (1804-1863). 
Together they published 
five sefarim and 
corresponded with the 
giants of the generation, 
such as R’ Akiva Eiger, the 
Nesivos, R’ Mordechai 
Banet, and the Chasam 
Sofer.  
In 1857, he was appointed 
Rav in Lvov, a position 
that had been left empty 
since the passing of 
the Yeshuos Yaakov, 
his wife’s uncle. On 26th 
Sivan of the same year, 
his Rebbetzin passed 
away. A year later, on 
12 Adar, he married 
Rebbetzin Shifra Buna, 
and with her money he 
refused a wage from the 
community. The Shoel 
Umeishiv is one of the 
greatest poskim of his 
time, and the author of 
over 3000 teshuvahs on 
all subjects, besides 
works of Torah and 
Aggadah.

To receive more copies for your shul,  
email mitzvos@ramapost.com

or Whatsapp 
(845) 369-9600
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 ר’ יונה הלוי
 פורסט
R. Yona Forst (7 Tishrei, 
1915 – 16 Teves, 1983). 
Born in Vienna to a family 
of Galician emigrants. As 
a teenager, he traveled 
to Trnava, Slovakia, to 
study under R. Shmuel 
Dovid Ungar (1886-1945). 
When R. Shmuel Dovid 
assumed the rabbinate 
of Nitra, R. Yona followed 
along, continuing his 
studies there until the 
outbreak of the Second 
World War (aside from 
a stint in the renowned 
Yeshiva Chachmei 
Lublin). As a young man, 
R. Yona suffered from 
a neurological incident 
that left him unable to 
walk for the rest of his 
life, but he refused to 
let his disability hinder 
his determination to 
develop into a genuine 
Talmid Chacham. R. 
Yona miraculously 
survived the War (in the 
forest; and in a hospital 
in the Theresienstadt 
concentration camp), 
and emigrated to the 
United States in late 
1947, joining R. Ungar’s 
son-in-law, R. Michoel Ber 
Weismandel (1903-1957) 
in Somerville, NJ, in an 
attempt to resurrect the 
Nitra Yeshiva. In 1949, 
the Yeshiva moved to 
a campus in Mt. Kisco, 
NY, and R. Yona played 
an integral role on the 
faculty for more than 
three decades. R. Yona 
married Rivka (d. 2000). 
Although the Forsts 
were never blessed with 
biological children, in the 
1960s they adopted three 
brothers (who had been 
orphaned from their 
mother), one of whom 
published two volumes 
of R. Yona’s shiurim on 
Chumash, entitled Divrei 
Yona, posthumously.

that the reward is greater than for one who 
actually fulfills the mitzvah!”

R A V  Y O N A ’ S  L I F E
Rav Yona connected this idea: “The opening 
words of the Mesillas 
Yesharim state that a person 
is supposed to think about 
what his obligation is 
while he is alive. These 
thoughts must come along 
with the knowledge and 
belief everything is done in 
accordance with [Hashem’s] 
Will, which is all good.

“Some people are born 
without the ability to fulfill an important 
mitzvah, like pru urvu. Of course, everyone 
wants to produce generations of people, and 
so one will wonder why it has been decreed 
that he cannot have children. What, then, is his 
purpose? “Sometimes,” Rav Yona explained, 
“the answer is that the desire the person has to 
fulfill the mitzvah, along with his prayers that 
he be given the opportunity to fulfill mitzvos 
in Hashem’s world, is a much greater, more 
valuable service to Hashem than if he were 
actually able to fulfill it.” Rav Yona was not just 
speaking theoretically; he lived this way as well. 

P U T T I N G  O T H E R S  F I R S T
Rav Yona supported almanos without anyone 
knowing. His house was open for the broken-
hearted, who came for chizuk, and everyone was 
treated equally; the poor didn’t feel inferior. Rav 
Yona did not even sit at the head of the table. 

When a store was selling items Rav Yona felt were 
inappropriate, he quietly asked the storekeeper 
how much profit he made from the sale of these 

items. He then made a deal that going forward, 
he would give the owner that same amount of 
money at the beginning of the week, on condition 
that the store would no longer carry those items. 
No one else knew of this arrangement.

One of Rav Yona’s students was 
once taken to the hospital, and 
every single day, he would call 
the student to study together on 
the phone. One day, a different 
student called and said, “Rav 
Yona told me to call you to 
apologize that he cannot make 
it to the phone today.” This 
happened for the next few days, 
until the boy became concerned. 

It was then revealed that Rav Yona had had a 
severe heart attack; yet he had the presence of 
mind to instruct the second talmid to make this 
daily phone call so that the first boy would not be 
caused undue stress. 

Y I R A S  S H A M A Y I M
It was said about Rav Yona that anyone who 
heard him recite Tefillas Zakah on Erev Yom 
Kipper would immediately do teshuvah. 
When he passed away, his students were 
despondent that they would no longer hear his 
poignant recitation of yehei shmei rabbah… 

T E F I L L A H 
Rav Yona once told a 14-year-old boy, “It’s 
never too early to daven for children.” The 
boy was bewildered; at 14 years old, having 
children was not even on his mind. However, 
he always remembered this advice, particularly 
when after he married, he did not have children 
for over 20 years. He used to say that had he 
listened to Rav Yona right away, he might 
possibly have avoided the lengthy wait.

R A V  Y O N A

Mazel Tov
Mazel tov to one of our Zera Emes supporters, who donated last winter in the zechus 

of his children, who as yet had not been zocheh to children. Baruch Hashem, he 
just informed us of the birth of his grandchild to that very couple! 


