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What Happens over Here
does NOT Stay over Here

shalom bayis, clarity and satisfaction in
our ruchniyus. And then there are the
“smaller” things. Relationships. Things
not working out. Disappointments.
Frustrations. Big or small, life happens.

And we all know the address. We
know Who to turn to. In fact, every sin-

gle day we say 51w ynw and are meka-

bel upon ourselves nw mabn 5.

Which should make us ask: If we are
already doing that every day, what ex-
actly are we doing on Rosh Hashanah?
What is different? What are we adding?

The simple answer is that you cant
accept the authority of a King until
there is a King in place. On Rosh Ha-
shanah, we establish that Malchus.
We inaugurate the King. We are 75mn
Hashem. Once that is firmly established
in our hearts and souls, throughout the

year we can keep coming back to what

we established on Rosh Hashanah.

But there is something much deeper,

writes the Maor VaShemesh.
"3 mnown 51 ,nx5m ban x1a own
1Ma5n 15 Y X 0 Sy 5 yrw
JrR 53 5y bm boa bwm xinw
a1 19051 1w Srmanh
Hashem created the entire world,

Llﬂd ﬂ[l 0fl'/7€ WOV[dS,fbV 0”6]714777056.’
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hroughout the year, we all endure
all sorts of challenges. Refuah, shid-

duchim, parnassah, zera shel kayama,

that every creation should recognize
its Creator. To know that Hashem
made it, to recognize His Malchus,
that He rules over everything and is
King over the entire world, and to
bring recognition and honor to His
Name.
MmwH ,mouo opb 1% arnd npb umx
,MANK2 0™MPD O 522 1T Imn
annn paRn 51 Synn omwa 15nnh
.D"Mwn MMM YAk
And from that entire world, Hashem
chose us. He took us to be His Am
Segulah, His special nation. Our job
is to keep His mitzvos and, twice ev-
ery single day, to declare His Oneness
with love. When we say Shema, we
are not just saying words. We are ac-
cepting Hashem as King over every-
thing: the heavens above, the earth
below, and all four corners of the
world.
mabn 5y 53p5 mom o2 XS oanx
omawnn 53 T nbw o
MRW 0 mabm mxYn nnmxd
.20yn nowaw
But it is not so simple. Not many peo-
ple are able ro truly accepr Ol Mal-
chus Shamayim completely, to focus
their thoughts entirely on the reality
of Hashem and His Malchus. We
say Shema every morning and every

m'ght, but to rezzll)/ live those words, to



actually feel and recognize that Hash-
em is King and everything is His, is
much harder. The noyaw Xw, the
yetzer hara, gets in the way.
b X AT b xb nyym
25 Yo my nanRa noThnnd wmy
W WRA M w3 wan
So what is the answer? Rosh Hasha-
nah. The two days of Rosh Hashanah
are our opportunity to prepare our-
selves to crown Hashem as King with
tremendous love, with our entire
heart and soul.
YA WX D PR Pov A o S
53pb barw ,mawn 5 X ynw 1nx
1 by nwrTpa omw mabn hy vhy
WRI2 THY U RITW IWTTRa nownn
mwn
What happens on Rosh Hashanah
does not remain on Rosh Hashanah.
When a person truly accepts Hash-
em’s Malchus during these two days,
he draws down a kedushah that gives
him the strength to say Shema Yis-
rael differently throughout the entire
year. His ability to accept Ol Mal-
chus Shamayim all year comes from
the kedushah he brings upon himself
on Rosh Hashanah.
MEY WON WIPH 1T RITW M MWK
502 1 nxph My panh rmawnm
VR WRIAW Mpw N7
Fortunate is the person who under-
stands what these 48 hours really are.
Someone who works to purify himself
and his thoughts and spends those 48
hours preparing himself and coming

closer to Hashem.

55 by ' ompran awrp Mwn anaw

55 1 oyna piat nend barw ,mwn

WRIAW Mywn pbnn pdn S;o,orn

mwn mm or 535 Tyor Ay N mwn

X7 N2 XMan onmd

Because those 48 hours can change

the entire year. The kedushah and

closeness to Hashem that a person
draws down on Rosh Hashanah
stay with him throughout the year.

Every piece of Rosh Hashanah gives

strength to another piece of the year.

These are not simply two days we

need to get through. These are the

two days that give us the ability to
live with Hashem as our King every
day that follows.

This, says Rav Kalonymus Kalman
Epstein, the Maor VaShemesh, is what
035y Mm>bnnw "1 means. Rosh Hasha-
nah is not simply about declaring Hash-
em King for these two days. We do that
all year round.

Rather, these 48 hours determine
how we will be able to live with that
Malchus for the year. Every hour we
spend properly on Rosh Hashanah
gives us strength for another part of the
year, to say Shema differently, to turn
to Hashem more naturally, to live in a
constant state of what Dovid HaMelech
writes, 79252 xim qam 1 5y Hwn, “Cast
your burden onto Hashem and He will
sustain you,” and to recognize Who is
actually running our lives.

And this becomes very practical. Six
months from now, a deal falls through

that you were counting on. Someone
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says something that really bothers you
and you can’ let it go. You're sitting in
a doctor’s waiting room, waiting for re-
sults. Your child is struggling and you
have no idea what to do. Or it’s nothing
dramatic at all. You're running late, the
car won't start, the house is chaos, and
you're about to lose it.

In that moment, how naturally do we
remember there is a King? How quickly
do we find the address?

The Maor VaShemesh is telling us
that there is a direct correlation. Those
moments are being built right now. If
we use these 48 hours to truly establish
Hashem as our King, then when that
random Tuesday comes around, we
have somewhere inside ourselves to go
back to. But if we sleep through it, rush
through it, or simply try to get through

Rosh Hashanah, we don't just lose a few

hours of Rosh Hashanah. We lose some-
thing from the year those hours were
supposed to build.

Enjoy the time. Make the most of the
time. Utilize every minute. Be mamlich
Hashem. Sing His praises. Show Hash-
em that you know He is the address.
Conduct yourself like a ben shel Melech.
Don't rush the davening. Don't just get
through another page of the machzor.
Make it real. Now is the time.

Because what happens during these
48 hours doesn’t stay in these 48 hours.
We are building the way we will turn to
Hashem, rely on Hashem, and live with
Hashem for the entire year ahead.

The 48 hours of Rosh Hashanah do
not merely mark the first 48 hours of
the year.

These are the 48 hours that build the

rest of the entire year ahead.

When His Anger is Smoking

n Parshas Nitzavim, the Torah warns

against the frightening possibility of a
person turning away from Hashem to-
ward avodah zarah:

IX ANEYn X NWKR X UK D)3 WY 1D
wpbX 11 ovn oFa b 1225 WX v

W D DOn D7ad TOX DR Tavd nakh

.TIU9) WX 71D Ww 022
Per/ﬂlp: l'hfrf is ﬂmO”g Jyou a man
or woman, a family or tribe, whose
heart turns away today from Hash-
em our God, to go and worship the
gods af those nations; perhﬂp: there
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is among you a root flourishing with

gall and wormwood.

The Torah then describes just how se-
vere the situation has become:

AR WY TR 2 H o nonane X

X0 WX IR

Hashem will not be willing to for-

give him, for then Hashem’s anger

and jealousy will smoke against that

man.

This is about as low as a person can
fall.

If there were ever a place where a



person could declare yiush, this would
seem to be it.

I'm unworthy. I've gone too far.
Hashem Himself says He is unwilling to
forgive me. His anger is literally smok-
ing against me.

It is a frightening phenomenon to
imagine, a petrifying place for a person
to find himself.

Reb Nachman of Breslov famously
teaches, wIX* O1Ww PX " WIR? 75 Mioon DX
553 093, “Do not fall into despair, be-
cause there is no despair in the world at
all”

But when Hashem Himself says, 1w
‘1 9K, that His anger is literally smoking
against this person, we may need to ask
the Breslover mashpi’im in Uman wheth-
er Reb Nachman meant even here.

While I can’t answer that, I can share
an incredible teaching from Rav Simcha
Bunim of Peshischa that may answer
the question for us.

It’s a remez, but the remez is so pow-
erful, I'm not sure how it can’t be emes
Lamito.

Think about the shofar. The shofar
is the call of teshuvah. It is meant to
awaken us from our slumber, to bring
us back to Hashem, to return us to the
King.

Now, if I told you that somewhere
in the Torah there are four consecutive
words whose roshei teivos spell 1mw,
what words would you expect them to
be?

Something about teshuvah? About

returning to Hashem? About Malchus?

Probably.

Would you ever imagine that those
four words would be:

U9 UX1 Ma vw

'The very words describing the person
steeped in avodah zarah, the person we
just described as having fallen about as
low as one can fall?

Well, look again. The roshei teivos are
ow!

The message, says Rav Simcha Bun-
im, is profound.

Every mitzvah has its own unique
spiritual power. The unique power of
shofar is that it can bring a zikkun even
to someone who has fallen, chas vsha-
lom, into the deepest and most fright-
ening places.

That is why 7"mw is hidden specifi-
cally here.

A person may come to Rosh Hasha-
nah feeling that he has gone too far. It is
no longer one mistake, one aveirah, one
bad decision. He feels that something at
his very root has been damaged.

And precisely there, hidden with-
in the words describing that damaged
root, the Torah gives us 1"ow.

The shofar tells him: You are not be-
yond repair. You are not too far gone.
Even when the damage has reached the
shoresh, there is still a way back.

Even the root can be repaired through
the power of the shofar.

And perhaps we can take this one
step further.

We begin the brachah of Malchi-
yos with 15 mp1 13 5p. The first letters

ROSH HASHANA 5787 5



spell 12y, the name Achan. Chazal tell
us that Achan composed this zefillah as
he was being taken to his death. Achan
had committed many serious aveiros. So
why would we begin Malchiyos, one of
the central refillos of Rosh Hashanah,
with a refillah composed by him?

Once again, to remind us that even if
we have committed many aveiros, even
as many as Achan, we can still do teshu-
vah, accept Hashem as our King, and
Hashem will accept us.

And again, right before tekiyas sho-
far, we say mmm mp 1ab nynd, a ka-
pitel composed by the children of

Korach. They too had fallen terribly
far, and only moments before being
swallowed into the earth, they did te-
shuvah. Once again, right before the
shofar, we are reminded: regardless of
our past, we can always do teshuvah.
The children of Korach did teshuvah,
and so can we.

As we listen to the shofar on Rosh
Hashanah, remember: there is no yiush.
Even in the most frightening places,
Hashem is still there. No matter where
we have been or how far we have fall-
en, the shofar is calling us back, because

there is always a way back to the King.

No Tekios on Shabbos

he Mishnah in Rosh Hashanah 29b
discusses the case of wx1 5w a0 or
nawa b Snw mwn, “the Yom Tov of
Rosh Hashanah that falls on Shabbos,” and
tells us that zekiyas shofar is not done be-
cause of the concern that one might carry
the shofar four amos in reshus harabim.
After all that we know about the sho-
far, its power, and its ability to reach
those who have sunk to the scariest plac-
es possible, what do we do without sho-
far on Shabbos?
We are seemingly missing out on the
essence, the cure, the potential of the day.
The Baal Shem Tov is mechazek us
with a fascinating diyuk.
He asks: Why does the Mishnah need
to say mwn wx1 Sw o ov, “the Yom Tov
of Rosh Hashanah that falls on Shabbos?
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Why not simply say nawa Snw mwn wxa,
“Rosh Hashanah that falls on Shabbos™

He explains that the Mishnah is teach-
ing us something fundamental: even
when Rosh Hashanah falls on Shabbos
and there is no fekiyas shofar, neverthe-
less, it remains a complete wx1 5w ;v ov
mwn. Nothing is lacking from the day.

How so?

On a regular day of shofar, says the
Baal Shem Tov, the power of shofar is:

7apn 95 pypim o phon Sxawe
XonNNM oMM X3S T RO T XIM
oM Dby,

“Klal Yisrael take their shofaros and
blow before HaKadosh Baruch Hu, and
He rises from the Throne of Judgment to the
Throne of Mercy and becomes filled with

mercy upon them.”



That is what happens on a regular
Rosh Hashanah. We stand before Hash-
em on the Day of Judgment and blow
the shofar. Through the shofar, Hashem
moves, 91913, from 7 x02, the Throne
of Judgment, to omm xo3, the Throne
of Mercy.

But what happens when Rosh Hasha-
nah falls on Shabbos?

There is no shofar.

Shabbos itself accomplishes what the
shofar normally accomplishes.

On Shabbos, as we say in Shacharis,

123 X023 Sy 2w nbyn wawn o, Hash-
em already moves from 17 X023 to Xo3
omm. The kedushah of Shabbos itself
awakens the rachamim that we ordinarily
need the shofar to awaken.

That is why the Mishnah emphasizes
nawa nrid Snw mwn wxi 5w 2o ov. Even
without the sound of the shofar, nothing
is missing. Rosh Hashanah is a complete
Yom Tov. What the shofar accomplishes
on a regular Rosh Hashanah, Shabbos it-
self accomplishes when Rosh Hashanah
falls on Shabbos.

Wheat and Barley

he Gemara in Bava Metzia 105b

discusses a case of 11amm nTw Sapna,
someone who receives a field from an-
other person to cultivate, and the crop
is destroyed. Generally, ,x'n n 7 nan ox
7120 11 1 n2m, if the entire region was af-
fected, the tenant can deduct from what
he owes. After all, this wasn’t his fault. It
was a regional disaster.

But then the Gemara presents a fasci-
nating case.

The owner specifically told the tenant,
“Plant wheat,” but the tenant went ahead
and planted barley instead.

Then disaster struck.

Most of the entire valley was destroyed
by wind, including the barley this tenant
had planted.

So the tenant has a strong argument.

Yes, I didn' listen to you. Yes, I planted

barley instead of wheat. But what differ-
ence did it make? Had I planted wheat,
it would have been destroyed too. Look
around. The entire region was wiped out.
But the Gemara suggests an even
stronger response for the owner:
WX LAY 72 DR M PN ARYY BN
"2 5P
Had you planted wheat, the passuk of
You shall decree a matter and it will
be established for you’ could have been
Sulfilled for me.
What does that mean?
Rashi explains:
X5 Azt nwyr wn m wpanw n
NTHYW MW YNNI DHW 0 Nwpa
PONA XOX MYW3
What you request from the Creator,
He will do. And I did not ask from
Heaven at the beginning of the year
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that I succeed with barley, but with

wheat.

In other words, don’t tell me there was
a a natural disaster, and that my wheat
would have been destroyed. At the begin-
ning of the year, I asked Hashem for suc-
cess with wheat. Maybe everyone else’s
fields would have been destroyed, but
mine would have survived. You planted
barley. That’s not what I davened for.

Now, often well see an incredible
quote in a Gemara or a Rishon, but it
doesnt necessarily carry through to
halachah limaaseh.

But here the Shulchan Aruch, Choshen
Mishpat 322:2, rules:

If the owner stipulated that the

field be planted with wheat and the

tenant planted barley instead, even if

a plague of grasshoppers or wind de-

stroyed most of the region, the tenant

cannot deduct from what he owes.

Why? The Sema explains:

oMpn 1 W K HX MS ownn it

mwpa X IR P 0PN MR Mnm 2

~mywa bYW nwnn mawn N nnm

JNwpa Dom 5y X"

The owner can say: Had you not
changed what I told you, perhaps “nm
75 opn MK~ would have been fulfilled for
me. I did not ask Hashem at the begin-

ning of the year to grant me success with

barley. I asked Him for wheat.

Familiar words.

‘The exact words of Rashi.

Rashi wasn’t just saying a nice sevara.
He was describing a reality. A reality of
what our zefillos at the beginning of the
year can accomplish, and what Rosh Ha-
shanah truly means.

We look around the world and see zeva.
Markets rise and fall. Industries struggle.
Illness spreads. A storm can wipe out an
entire region. Everyone is affected, so nat-
urally, I should be affected too.

But Rashi is telling us: Don't be so
sure. An entire valley can be destroyed,
and one field can remain standing. Be-
cause that person stood before Hashem
at the beginning of the year and asked
for that wheat.

There is a Borei Olam behind what we
call nature. And when a person stands
before Him on Rosh Hashanah, davens,
asks, and truly believes in the power of
that refillah, Hashem can design an en-
tire world of circumstances and still have
them pass right over his field.

That is not just a nice thought. The
Shulchan Aruch, the code of law, carries
that reality into halachah limaaseh. The
tefillos we say at the beginning of the
year can shape the reality of the entire

year ahead.
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