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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoel Nachmani zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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“Bakesse, leyom hageinu”
- That the Night Should Become Day and

the Moon Remain Hidden

“Blow the shofar on the New Moon, on the appointed day,
for the day of our festival.” (Tehillim 81:4)

Our Sages, of blessed memory, explained (Rosh
Hashanah 8b) that the expression “bakesse, leyom
hageinu” (“on the appointed day, for the day of our
festival”) refers to Rosh Hashanah, which is a
festival that takes place at the beginning of the
month, at the New Moon, when the moon is
hidden.

One may ask about the simple meaning of the
Gemara’s words: if Rosh Hashanah takes place
when the moon is hidden, it should actually be
the opposite. When the Beit Hamikdash existed
and the months were sanctified according to the
sighting of the moon, it was precisely when two
witnesses saw the moon that Rosh Hashanah
could be established. Therefore, it would
certainly not be appropriate to identify as a
characteristic of Rosh Hashanah that it is a
festival during which the moon is hidden.

Furthermore, one may ask why it is written
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not have a night following it; rather, the day continued shining
until the morning of Shabbat. The seventh day of Creation did
not begin with night. Therefore, it is not written, “And it was
evening and it was morning, the seventh day,” because it did
not actually become night.

It is known (Zohar, Parashat Emor 100b) that that sixth day,
on which Adam Harishon was created, was Rosh Hashanah.
And since, at the time of Creation, Rosh Hashanah was a long
day that had no night, every place where the expression
“Vayehi hayom” (“And it happened that the day”) appears

alludes to the day of Rosh Hashanah, which at the time
of Creation was an extended day without night.

And certainly, during the period that
corresponded to that night—the night of the
seventh day of Creation—the moon remained
hidden, for when the light of the sun is present,
there is no need for the light of the moon.

It is known that the day alludes to the Midat
Hachesed (the Attribute of Hashem’s Kindness),
while the night alludes to the Midat Hadin (the
Attribute of Strict Justice). Therefore, HaKadosh
Baruch Hu prolonged the day on Rosh Hashanah
to show us that He desires to nullify the Attribute
of Justice and judge the world with the Attribute
of Kindness. For this same reason, He
commanded us to blow the shofar on Rosh
Hashanah, in order to awaken mercy and nullify
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“bakesse, leyom hageinu” (‘“on the appointed
day, for the day of our festival”), when
apparently it should have said “bakesse, beyom hageinu” (“on
the appointed day, on the day of our festival”).

This can be explained based on what appears in the Zohar
(Parashat Beshalach 44a) concerning the verse relating to the
episode of the Shunamite woman (Melachim II 4:11), “Vayehi
hayom...” (“And it happened that the day...””), which refers
to the day of Rosh Hashanah. Likewise, regarding the verse
“Vayehi hayom...” (“And it happened that the day...”) (Iyov
1:6), the Zohar (Parashat Bo 32b) points out that this too refers
to Rosh Hashanah. We must understand why the verse refers
to Rosh Hashanah simply as “hayom” (“the day”).

This can be explained according to what is brought in the
Midrash (Bereshit Rabbah 11:2): the sixth day of Creation did

the judgment, as our Sages said in the Midrash
(Vayikra Rabbah 29:3).

We can now understand the verse: “Blow the shofar on the
New Moon”—we were commanded to blow the shofar in order
to awaken the Attribute of Kindness. And lest we say, “What
benefit will blowing the shofar provide, if in the years following
Creation the moon is no longer hidden on Rosh Hashanah, but
there is a night and the Attribute of Justice holds sway?”
HaKadosh Baruch Hu answers us: “You must not refrain from
awakening the Attribute of Kindness through the blowing of
the shofar, for ‘bakesse’—on the appointed day, on Rosh
Hashanah—at the time of Creation, I hid the moon, ‘leyom
hageinu’—for the day of our festival—and thus the day of the
festival was also prolonged throughout the period that
corresponded to the night that followed it, remaining as day.”
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This is why the verse was precise in saying “leyom
hageinu” (“for the day of our festival”), and not
“beyom hageinu” (“on the day of our festival”), in
order to allude to this concept: that night of Rosh
Hashanah was hidden and became day in order to
make it a day of festival. And from the prolongation
of the day at the time of Creation, we learn that
HaKadosh Baruch Hu desires to judge the world
with the Attribute of Kindness. Therefore, even in
our days, although Rosh Hashanah has a night, we
can awaken the Attribute of Kindness through the
blowing of the shofar.

(Zera Shimshon, Parashat Vayelech, art. 8)
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we extend our gratitude to all those

reconcile with the aforementioned Gemara in
Chullin, where it is clearly stated that the angels do
not recite Halel until Israel recites it.

It can be explained that what the Gemara said—that
the ministering angels do not recite Halel until Israel
recites Halel—refers only to a day on which Israel
also recites Halel. Since the Gemara (Chullin 92b)
explains that Israel is more beloved before HaKadosh
Baruch Hu than the ministering angels—for Israel
mentions Hashem’s Name after two words, in the
Shema Yisrael (“Shema Yisrael, Hashem [Elokeinu,
Hashem Echad] ), whereas the ministering angels
do so only after three words (“Kadosh, Kadosh,

who support the World Organization

Why Do the Angels Care Whether
Israel Sings Shirah or Not?

“The ministering angels said before HaKadosh
Baruch Hu: ‘Why does Israel not sing Shirah
(Halel) before You, neither on Rosh Hashanah
nor on Yom Kippur?’ He answered them: ‘Is it
possible that I am sitting upon the Throne of
Judgment, with the Books of the Living and the
Books of the Dead open before Me, and Israel
should [praise Me and] sing Shirah?’” (Rosh
Hashanah 32b)

Everyone asks: Why do the angels care whether
Israel sings Shirah or not—that is, whether they
recite Halel—to the point that they come before
HaKadosh Baruch Hu to ask about it?

The Iyun Yaakov answered based on what we find
in the Gemara (Chullin 92b): “The ministering angels
cannot sing Shirah (Halel) above in Heaven until

for the Dissemination of the Torah
of Zera Shimshon -

And may the coming
year, arriving upon us for
good, be a good, sweet,
and blessed year

“And your eyes shall behold sons
and grandsons, like olive shoots
around your table — wise and
understanding, homes filled with
every goodness, also wealth and

Kadosh, Hashem [Tzevaot, melo chol ha’aretz
kevodo] "y—the angels do not recite Halel above in
Heaven until Israel does so below on Earth.
Therefore, the angels honor the Children of Israel
by waiting until they recite it first.

This is similar to what we find in the Midrash
(Yalkut, remez 404), where it is taught that the angels
honor one another, and the lesser one tells the greater
one to begin. From the words of the Yalkut, it emerges
that there is a notion of respect among the angels,
such that they honor one who is superior to them.

So too regarding Israel: the ministering angels
honor Israel. Even from the very words of the
Gemara, it emerges that the reason the angels do
not recite Halel until Israel does so is that Israel is
superior and more important than the ministering
angels, as explained there, and the angels honor them
by yielding to them the right to begin first.

also honor, never departing from

Israel recites Halel below, on Earth. Therefore, the
angels ask on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur: ‘What
is the reason that Israel does not recite Halel today?’—

because this causes them to be unable to do so as well.”

However, this explanation can be challenged based on what the Tosafot
wrote (Arachin 10b, s.v. “Amru”). They deduce from the fact that the
Gemara does not say, “The ministering angels asked: ‘Why do we not
sing Shirah?’” but rather, “Why Israel does not sing Shirah?” that the
angels themselves do recite Halel; they simply find it strange that Israel
does not. From here it is demonstrated that the angels sing Shirah (Halel)
on Rosh Hashanah even though Israel does not recite Halel.

Nevertheless, the words of the Tosafot still seem very difficult to

your descendants.”

Amen, may it be His will.

Accordingly, the difficulty is perfectly resolved.

This applies only on a day when both Israel and the

angels recite Halel: the angels do not begin until Israel

does so. But on a day when Israel does not recite Halel for some reason

that applies specifically to Israel, certainly the angels may recite Halel
even though Israel does not.

Therefore, even on Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, at first the angels
wish to wait for Israel to recite it first. When they see that Israel does not
do so, they ask HaKadosh Baruch Hu why Israel refrains from reciting
Halel. And after He answers them that Israel cannot recite it on that day,
the angels do recite it. Thus, there is no difficulty whatsoever with the

words of the Tosafot. (Zera Shimshon, Parashat Emor, art. 8)
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