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CONNECTING

Chasdei Hashem, I have the greal meril o be
the mashgiach of Camp Romimu this summer, a
camp thal is under the leadership of Rav Shlomo
Pfeiffer. It is truly a remarkable place, [illed with
uplifling ruach and Torah spiril. Every Friday
night, we have a queslion-and-answer session
wilh the older division, from 11:30 p.m. unlil
1:30 a.m.; il is truly a sighl to behold, as the boys
conlinue Lo ask and discuss until the very lale
hours.

This past Shabbos, a young man asked,
“Whal should I do if I do nol feel a connection lo

Hashem?” The esteemed panel members, each in
his own fashion, responded as follows: A

relationship lakes lime lo develop, especially one
with the Crealor of the world — and withoul
expeclalions, and with dedication and palience,
over lime il will come, that is guaranleed; bul
mosl imporlant of all is the facl thal he is
yearning for il and is making the steps lowards
il... for that yearning ilself towards the ultimale
and eternal bond is the grealesl fuel for him Lo
enable him lo (ruly reach his intended goal....

In this week’s parashah, the Torah tells us these
words: 1270 02°P9R 11 R - “After Hashem, your G-d,
you shall go...” (Devarim 13:5). My rav, Rav Binyomin
Forst shlita shared that at the Knessiah Gedolah in
1923, the Chofetz Chaim asked: The word "X and
anX both mean afler — yet, the word acharei means
that one is still far from the intended goal he is trying
to reach; while achar means that one is immediately
behind it, not far off at all. If so, asked the Chofetz

Chaim, why does the Torah here use the language of
X in speaking of one following “after” Hashem?

The Chofetz Chaim explained: In this pasuk is found
great levels of avodas Hashem Yisbarach; perhaps one
might feel that he is just so far from those levels that he
will never reach them! Comes the Torah to say that he
should not fear if he is still far from it, for avodas
Hashem and coming close to Hashem lake time... and
the Torah is encouraging each individual by telling him
that if he keeps at it, he will eventually reach it, one

thousand percent.
The Imrei Emes at that same Knessiah answered

differently: If a person feels that he still far from

Hashem, then he should know and be aware that he is
very close. So long as a person feels that he has already

reached it, that person is still far from the goal.

This week, on the yahrzeil of my beloved Rebbi, Rav
Aaron Brafman zU'l,  mentioned the following point thal
hit me in particular this year: While so many myriad
ma’alos made my Rebbi exceptional, one thing that stood
oul was his unbelievable humilily, no matler whal slage
and age he had reached. He always and forever
remained a person who expressed how much he still had
lo grow. He never, ever [ell that he had made it and was
done; rather, he yearned to always remain young. Al
every siyum that every talmid made, he said that hadran
along with him, and also vividly shared his inspiration (o
be mesayem more often himself. If he ever heard an idea
of aliyah in ruchniyus, he would comment aloud, “Wow,
I should really do that too, that is such a good idea....”

Never did we feel that he looked upon us as if he were
“grealer than thou;” quile the contrary, in his inimitable
fashion he would lower himself lo make us almosl feel
that he was one of us, growing and shleiging in every
way he could in the yeshiva. Adding sedorim, adding
kaballos... wow, his humility was simply overwhelmingly
greal.... Yehi zichro boruch l"olam....

B’Siyala DiShmaya.
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