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 was born in ,זַצַ״ל R' Yaakov Rosenheim מוֹרֵינוּ
Frankfurt, Germany, to R' Eliyahu and Charna, who 
were ה קָּ אֵי צְדָּ  to Baron William Rothchild. In his גַבָּ

youth, he studied under R' Hirsch. In 1900, he was elected to the 
Frankfurt Council. He became editor of Der Israelite in 1905. In 
1909, together with R' Yitzchok Isaac Halevi, he created the historic 
meeting of אֵל ה in Homburg. He organized the גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָּ  in כְנֵסִיָּה גְדוֹלָּ
Vienna in 1912 and later in 1929, where he was given a title, ּמוֹרֵינו. 
He presided over World Agudah for more than 50 years. His respect 
for the אֵל מַיִם and his גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָּ  helped him unite the many יִרְאַת שָּ
diverse leaders. In 1935, he fled to the UK and later moved to the 
US. He emigrated to אֵל  .in 1950 אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ

  ח׳ מרחשון
5631 – 5726 
1870 – 1965 

Before WWII, the רָב of Ponevezh, זַצַ״ל, came 
to Frankfurt to collect funds for the יבָה  .יְשִׁ
His first stop was a visit to ּמוֹרֵינו 
Rosenheim זַצַ״ל. After asking how much 
was required to maintain the יבָה  for יְשִׁ
a year, ּמוֹרֵינו Rosenheim asked the  ראֹש
יבָה  to return in two days time. When יְשִׁ
he returned, ּמוֹרֵינו Rosenheim gave the 
יבָה  the amount needed for the ראֹש יְשִׁ
year. He explained to the רָב that he raised 
the money because he felt it was not fitting for a  ראֹש
יבָה  !to be involved in fundraising יְשִׁ
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 s generation several opportunities’נֺחַ  offered the people of ד׳ 
to save themselves from destruction. ״י שִׁ יתַו:יד) ר  רֵאשִׁ  questions why (בְּ
 did ד׳ .ark, in order to be saved ,תֵבָה to labor and build a נֺחַ  required ד׳
not need  ַנֺח to do any work to be saved; ד׳ has many ways to perform 
miracles without effort. Why did  ַנֺח have to work hard and build a 
massive תֵבָה for all to see? 
״י   שִׁ  in order for תֵבָה to build the נֺחַ  wanted ד׳ explains that ר 
everyone to see this major construction and ask what was happening. 
 would respond to the questioning of the inquisitive passersby by נֺחַ 
explaining that their ways were angering ד׳ and they had to do שוּבָה  ,תְּ
repent; otherwise the world would be destroyed. The questioning and 
construction were not completed in a month or two —  ַנֺח worked on 
the תֵבָה and answered the people’s questions every day for 120 years, 
giving them many opportunities to do שוּבָה   .תְּ
 When the rain began falling ד׳ was still hoping that the 
people would do שוּבָה  ,He brought down the rain with mercy .תְּ
intending to change the initial rainfall into רָכָה מֵיַבְּ שְּ  ,rains of blessing ,גִׁ
if the people would only do שוּבָה שוּבָהַ .תְּ  starts with a change in the תְּ
heart — a person must regret the sin. Do you know what else is 
required תוֹרָה ןַה  שוּבָה to be part of the process for מִׁ   ?תְּ
    The ְנּוּך חִׁ וָהַשסד in סֵפֶרַה  צְּ וָה teaches that there is a מִׁ צְּ  to מִׁ
verbalize that one regrets a sin based on the words טָאתָם דּוַּאֶתַח  ו  תְּ הִׁ  ,וְּ
and they shall confess their sins (בָרַה:ז דְּ מִׁ   .(ב 

 Why is remorse in the heart not enough? The  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers two 
possible explanations.  
 The first is that when a person verbalizes a thought, it helps 
him come to realize that his actions are not hidden from ד׳. On the 
contrary, by speaking out loud about his sin the person is showing that 
he believes that everything is revealed to ד׳. All his hidden actions do 
not remain locked in his heart; on the contrary — the sins are open 
and ד׳ sees the sins; they are as obvious as when the person speaks 
about them. 
 The second reason that the  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers is similar to having to 
say “I’m sorry,” rather than simply thinking it. You cannot compare the 
two. Speaking the words “I’m sorry” takes effort and means much 
more. Similarly, when a person speaks about a sin, it makes a stronger, 
more lasting impression. A person will think twice before sinning not 
because he needed to verbalize the sin, but because the sin becomes 
far more concrete when a person verbalizes it. 
 The  ְנּוּך חִׁ goes on to explain that after a person expresses his 
regret for his sins it will also create a barrier that will protect him from 
future sins. ד׳, Who is the Ultimate Goodness, Who seeks the best for 
His creation, taught His people the path of שוּבָה  that involves תְּ
mentioning the sin out loud so that His people will sin less and will 
merit blessing and eternal rewards. 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI When Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein first 
became the new Rav of Novardok, he 
made an unexpected announcement.

*Based on the daytime being split into 12 portions (hours).

On Friday afternoon the following week...

With patience and persistence the 
Rav broke the city’s old habit…

I was thinking about the water carrier that regularly 
needed to work late on Friday afternoon:

After davening...

As your new Rav of 
Novardok, I am setting 

a new minhag for 
kabolas shabbos!

Please hurry 
up, we are davening 
mincha before p’lag 

hamincha. Remember we 
will be davening Kabolas 

Shabbos at p’lag 
Hamincha time.

Rebbe, it’s amazing! other 
communities are now saying, 
“Novardokers are ready for 
k’rias shemah al hamitah when 

we are still saying l’cho 
dodi!”

Boruch 
Hashem! I will 
tell you why 
I changed the 
old minhag!

Oy! I must run 
and remind my 

wife to hurry up 
too...

A gutten 
Shabbos!

There was 
barely a minyan 

this week!

Another fine man! I 
will stay and inform all 

the other people who will 
come in later that they must 

daven at home.

gutten 
Shabbos!

Starting next week 
the new minhag for 

kabolas shabbos will 
begin at p’lag mincha 
(1.25 “variable” hours 
before sundown).*

???

What! So 
early...?

How will 
this work?

He’s changing the 
minhag we had for 

generations?

sINCE THE rAV 
CHANGED THE MINHAG, I 

can’t start cooking so 
late for Shabbos. Please 
can you deliver the water 

earlier in the week...

Sure!

Gevaldig! I have no 
more deliveries on 

Friday afternoons! I too 
will now have time to 
prepare for Shabbos!

5589-5668 1829-1908 wc rst c"f

R' Yechiel Michel הַלֵוִי was born in Babruysk, Belarus, to R' Yitzchok Aharon and Rashka Epstein. He was 
a descendant of the רא״ה (believed to be the author of the ְסֵפֶר הַחִנּוּך). He was a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of ּר׳ אֵלִיָהו 
Goldberg זַצַ״ל (ראַבַ״ד of Babruysk). He learned  under ר׳ יִצְחָק אִיצְקוֹבִיץ זַצַ״ל (R' Itzeleh) in the יְשִיבָה in 
Volozhin where he forged a lifelong friendship with ר׳ נַפְתָלִי צְבִי יְהוּדָה Berlin זַצַ״ל (the נְצִיב), and married 
the נְצִיב’s sister מִכְלָה. After receiving סְמִיכָה, he became the ראַבַ״ד of Novozypkov, near Minsk. There he 
developed a close relationship and דֶרֶךְ פְסַק from ר׳ מְנַחֵם מֶנְדִל שְנִיאוֹרסוֹן זַצַ״ל (the צֶמַח צֶדֶק). In 1863, he 
became the ראַבַ״ד of Novardok, where he served 34 years, until his פְטִירָה. His magnum opus, was the 
אוֹר  He also authored .(מָשִיחַ  after הֲלָכוֹת) עָרוּךְ הַשֻלְחָן הֶעָתִיד and (שֻלְחָן עָרוּךְ on the entire) עָרוּךְ הַשֻלְחָן
 among others. As (הַגָדָה) לֵיל שִמּוּרִים and ,(יְרוּשַלְמִי) מֵיכַל הַמַיִם ,(רַבֵינוּ תַם written by סֵפֶר הַיָשָר on) לַיְשָרִים
the leading ְמַסְמִיך in his generation, his famed מוּסְמָכִים included ר׳ אִיסֶר זַלְמַן Meltzer ר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהוּ ,זַצַ״ל 

Henkin ר׳ יְחֶזְקֵאל  ,זַצַ״ל Abramsky זַצַ״ל and ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְלֹמֹה Kahaneman זַצַ״ל. 
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פרשה: נח     הפטרה: רני עקרה לא ילדה... )ישעיהו נד:א-נה:ה(

דף יומי: בכורות כ״ט     מברכים בה״ב     משיב הרוח ומוריד הגשם     ברכי נפשי )שבת מנחה(



     

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם   )בְרֵאשִית ט:כז(… יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ  
 … May ד׳ extend יֶפֶת, and may He dwell in the tents of שֵם... 
 The (לו:ו) מִדְרָש רַבָה teaches that not only did the two 
brothers walk backwards, but they also put their hand over their eyes 
as they did so. Their sensitivity to seeing their father in a 
compromised situation was so intense that it was not enough to 
simply close their eyes and/or walk backwards. They even put their 
hand over their closed eyes as they walked backward.  
 who selflessly ,רָחֵל offspring of ,אֶסְתֵר was the son of דַרְיָוֵש 
gave away the סִימָנִים to her sister to marry יַעֲקֹּב, rather than let her 
be embarrassed. שְלֹמֹּה was a descendent of תָמָר who similarly was 
willing to give up her life rather than embarrass רַשִ״י .יְהוּדָה explains 
on the words ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם  שֵם and יֶפֶת that both יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ
will be rewarded with a descendent who will build the בֵית הַמִקְדָש. 
 built the majestically שֵם ;בַיִת שֵנִי Cyrus, built the magnificent ,דַרְיָוֵש
glorious בַיִת רִאשוֹן, which was far greater since it Housed the  שְכִינָה.  
 Sensitivity towards the shame of another individual is a sign 
of true greatness and is the source of ultimate בְרָכָה!  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Two בָחוּרִים in Gateshead Yeshivah decided to review the 
day’s שִעוּר in the אוֹצָר, library. They told a third בָחוּר that in case 
anybody was looking for them, they could be found upstairs. To 
insure that they would not be disturbed, they agreed it would be a 
good idea to lock the door to the אוֹצָר. About 30 minutes later, they 
heard someone knocking on the door. 
 At first they ignored it and assumed that whoever was 
knocking would walk away if he thought that no one was in there. 
Only their friend knew they were there. As the knocking persisted, 
however, they decided to see who it was. 
 “Is anybody in there?” The voice on the other side of the 
door responded. “Please open up. It is the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  ”.Leib Gurwicz ,ר
 The boys inside decided that if the person knocking was 
interested in playing games, then they would do the same. “Well, we 

are sorry, Leib Gurwicz, but we are not opening up for you.” 
 “Please … I need a certain סֵפֶר in order to prepare שִעוּר.” 
The person who knocked was imitating the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  to a “t”, but ר
that was not unusual. 
 The two young men looked at each other and knew exactly 
what each one was thinking. They were going to drive this fellow 
crazy. “We are sorry, but the אוֹצָר is not available. It is being cleaned 
right now.” The בָחוּר was proud of the original excuse he had come 
up with and was happy that the “mystery man” was becoming 
frustrated. 
 “I beg you, please open up!” The young men recognized the 
tone. It sure did sound like the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  s voice. Either someone’ר
was doing an incredibly realistic imitation of R' Gurwicz or these boys 
were in deeper than they ever could have imagined. 
 They whispered to each other, frantically thinking about 
how they could get themselves out of this mess. Slipping out the 
window into the frigid cold was not a viable option. They decided to 
face the wrath of the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .and deal with it like men ר
 Embarrassed and afraid of what would happen to them, 
they slowly walked to the door and opened it. They could not believe 
what greeted them. 
 Indeed, it was the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .R' Leib (Aryeh Zev) Gurwicz ,ר
He stood by the entranceway to the אוֹצָר, imposing looking in his long 
black coat. The boys braced themselves for what was sure to be an 
embarrassing lecture, but with their heads faced downwards, they 
waited for a few moments and it was quiet. 
 They looked up and smiled. It was a sight that will forever 
be etched in the בָחוּרִים’s memory – R' Leib had placed his hand over 
his eyes so as not to see who had played this trick on him. With a 
quick apology, the boys dismissed themselves and ran from the room. 
What could have become a major embarrassment and source of 
shame for many years to come became an opportunity for the  ֹּאש ר
 .בֵין אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ to teach his students an invaluable lesson in יְשִיבָה

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Caught in the Act (Part 2) 

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• Some are נוֹהֵג to say ם מַץ with a הַגָּשֶׁ ם others say ;קָּ  הַגֶׁשֶׁ
with a גוֹל  .סֶׁ

ם •  ,s seasonal weather change’ד׳ referring to rain as ,הַגָּשֶׁ

ends a thought and one should pause before ים  .מְכַלְכֵל חַיִּ
ם • ה to provide גְבוּרַת ד׳ refers to rain as in הַגֶׁשֶׁ סָּ  and פַרְנָּ

should be read as part of ים  .(no pause) מְכַלְכֵל חַיִּ
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Let me share with you 
an excerpt of an essay that R' 
Yaakov Rosenheim ״ל צַּ  s'זַּ
daughter wrote about her 
illustrious father, the president 
and the inspirational leader of 
the World Agudah. 
 "At one point, early in 
the Hitler regime, he published 
an editorial expressing his 
dissatisfaction with an order to 
all Jews, as well as  all  citizens,  
to  fly  the  German  flag  in  
celebration  of  some  Nazi 
anniversary. This resulted in a 
peremptory summons on ת בָּ  שַּ
morning to police headquarters 
— a ¾ of an hour walk.  
 "I accompanied father 
on this walk on an icy cold winter 
ת בָּ  We had spared my mother .שַּ
any knowledge of this, and set 
out on what may well have been 
the road to a prison or 
concentration camp. I will never 
forget our conversation, warm 
and yet casual, about my 
personal problems, school 
studies as well as the ה שָּ רָּ  of the פָּ
week. He was calm as always, 
exuding אֱמוּנָּה as always. 
 "As we were about to 
enter the imposing Police 

building, he turned to me: 'Wait 
for me here. If I have not 
returned within 30 minutes, you 
will know where I am. Return 
home and be of good cheer.' ד׳ 
was with us and we returned 
home after he was issued a 
'warning' to 'temper' his 
editorials." 
 This short episode about 
 R' Yaakov Rosenheim's מוֹרֵינוּ
calm manner during such a trying 
moment of life and death, did 
not just happen on that day. 
 s  grandson writes that he'מוֹרֵינוּ
has in his personal possession his 
grandfather's רִים ת יְשָּ  It is .מְסִילַּ
marked up with notes in the 
margins and many quotations 
from ״ל רֵי חֲזַּ אֲמָּ  and other מַּ
sources are repeatedly 
underlined.  It is no wonder that 
the אִמְרֵי אֶמֶת of Ger, told his son
-in-law, R' Itche Meir Levin, that 
as a future leader of אֵל ל יִשְרָּ  ,כְלַּ
he would have to recognize that 
holy Yidden exist not only in 
Poland but also in Frankfurt! 
 My לְמִיד  such a level of ,תַּ
control and care requires a 
lifetime of working on אֱמוּנָּה and 
חוֹן     .בִטָּ

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת
Story adapted: In Defense of Torah Values (Feldheim) 

ם  שֶּ יד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ …מַשִּׁ   
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend… 
As a young חוּר  זַצַ״ל R' Moshe Schwab ,בָּ
went through a difficult period. An older 
חוּר  came over one day and related a בָּ
reoccurring dream about him. An old man 
had asked him to tell the young Moshe, 
רוּחַ “ יב הָּ יּוּת - מַשִּׁ נִּׁ רוּחָּ יב הָּ מוֹשִּׁ  he should — שֶׁ
lift up his spirituality, ם שֶׁ יד הַגֶׁ יד  - וּמוֹרִּׁ מוֹרִּׁ שֶׁ
יּוּת מִּׁ  he should lower his physical — הַגַשְׁ
needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R' 
Moshe showed the חוּר  a family photo to בָּ
check if it was a family member. The חוּר  בָּ
recognized the man in the dream to be R' 
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to 
his parents about the dream. His father 
replied, “ר בָּ ת הַדָּ מַר אֶׁ יו שָּ אָבִּׁ  my father … וְׁ
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

Sage Sayings

At the 2nd ה דוֹלָּ נֵסִיָּה גְּ  read the surprise זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,כְּ
proclamation, signed by the פֵץ חַיִים ר' חַיִים  ,the Gerrer Rebbe ,חָּ
 on R' Rosenheim מוֹרֵינוּ and others, conferring the title עוֹזֶר
 ,R' Rosenheim replied that, since he was from Frankfurt .זַצַ״ל
the title belonged to the ב ה of the רָּ הִלָּ  'R' Shlomo Breuer. R ,קְּ
Shapiro swiftly responded, " ר' יַעֲקֹב געֶהעֶרט נִישׁט צוּ פראַנקפוּרט

עֶר געֶהעֶרט צוּ דעֶר גאַנצעֶ װעֶלט! —אַלײַן   does not belong ר' יַעֲקֹב — 
to Frankfurt alone, He belongs to the entire world!"     

Source: In Defense of Torah Values (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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of ר׳ יְהוּדָה Horowitz זַצַ״ל (Stutchiner Rebbe) 
was born on 13 תַמוּז to ר׳ יִצְחָק of Stutchin 
 and (a scion of the Ropshitzer dynasty) זַצַ״ל
ר לִיבָא  His mother .(née Eichenstein) אֶסְתֵּ
passed away when he was still a child. In 
 Shapira (daughter חַיָה married ר׳ יְהוּדָה ,1912
of  ַע  He .(זי״ע of Ribtitsh-Bluzhov ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁ
received סְמִיכָה from  ַע  .זַצַ״ל Widerker ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁ
In 1936, he moved to ל  settling in ,אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
 Just two years .טְבֶרִיָה and later in יְרוּשָלַיִם
later, in 1938, ר׳ יְהוּדָה was appointed רָב in 
Stutchin, replacing his father who moved to 
Tarnow. At his father’s request, he began 
receiving חֲסִידִים in Stutchin. 
 In 1940, after WWII broke out,  ר׳
 had escaped to Lvov when he got word יְהוּדָה
of his father’s passing. The חֲסִידִים managed 
to anoint ר׳ יְהוּדָה as their new Rebbe. 
 fled to Russia, and thus was ר׳ יְהוּדָה 
able to survive the war. After the war, he 
moved to America, settling in Brooklyn. 
 The Stutchiner Rebbe visited  אֶרֶץ
ל  twice, in 1960 and in 1963. These visits יִשְרָאֵּ
left their mark on the צִבוּר in ל  .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
 The Rebbe wrote down the  י דִבְרֵּ
 that he delivered every week to his תוֹרָה
 .מִנְחַת יְהוּדָה printed as ,חֲסִידִים
 He was buried in טְבֶרִיָה. 

This Week in History

As the handles of the clock will be turning back on 
November 1, 2026, בָת  Learning Programs are מוֹצָאֵי שַׁ
resuming in various locations nationwide and around 
the world. You do not want to miss even one session...  
Join the exciting בָת אָבוֹת וּבָנִים  Learning מוֹצָאֵי שַׁ
Program at a location near you. Please contact your 
local Pirchei Branch Coordinator for time and 
location in your area or call the National PAI 
headquarters @ 212 797 9000 ext. 272. 

Understanding
Davening

We know that Learning never ends…



     

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 

1. From where do we learn the concept that one should only say 
ל אָדָם בְפָנָיו  ?מִקְצַת שִבְחוֹ שֶׁ

2. What was another name for שָרָה, which alludes to several of her 
many outstanding qualities? 

 when He spoke to him directly. Originally, the צַדִיק as a נֹחַ  referred to הקב״ה .1
 .(7:1 — ד״ה רָאִיתִי צַדִיק) צַדִיק תָּמִים describes him as a תּוֹרָה

רוּחַ  which means to see or gaze. This alludes to both her ,סכה The root is .יִסְכָה .2
ֶׁש  which ,שָרָה and her beauty. It also connotes nobility, as does her name הַקוֹד
alludes to aristocracy (11:29 — ד״ה יִסְכָה). 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם   )בְרֵאשִית ט:כז(… יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ  
 … May ד׳ extend יֶפֶת, and may He dwell in the tents of שֵם... 
 The (לו:ו) מִדְרָש רַבָה teaches that not only did the two 
brothers walk backwards, but they also put their hand over their eyes 
as they did so. Their sensitivity to seeing their father in a 
compromised situation was so intense that it was not enough to 
simply close their eyes and/or walk backwards. They even put their 
hand over their closed eyes as they walked backward.  
 who selflessly ,רָחֵל offspring of ,אֶסְתֵר was the son of דַרְיָוֵש 
gave away the סִימָנִים to her sister to marry יַעֲקֹּב, rather than let her 
be embarrassed. שְלֹמֹּה was a descendent of תָמָר who similarly was 
willing to give up her life rather than embarrass רַשִ״י .יְהוּדָה explains 
on the words ן בְאָהֳלֵי שֵם  שֵם and יֶפֶת that both יַפְתְ אֱלֹקִים לְיֶפֶת וְיִשְכֹּ
will be rewarded with a descendent who will build the בֵית הַמִקְדָש. 
 built the majestically שֵם ;בַיִת שֵנִי Cyrus, built the magnificent ,דַרְיָוֵש
glorious בַיִת רִאשוֹן, which was far greater since it Housed the  שְכִינָה.  
 Sensitivity towards the shame of another individual is a sign 
of true greatness and is the source of ultimate בְרָכָה!  

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Two בָחוּרִים in Gateshead Yeshivah decided to review the 
day’s שִעוּר in the אוֹצָר, library. They told a third בָחוּר that in case 
anybody was looking for them, they could be found upstairs. To 
insure that they would not be disturbed, they agreed it would be a 
good idea to lock the door to the אוֹצָר. About 30 minutes later, they 
heard someone knocking on the door. 
 At first they ignored it and assumed that whoever was 
knocking would walk away if he thought that no one was in there. 
Only their friend knew they were there. As the knocking persisted, 
however, they decided to see who it was. 
 “Is anybody in there?” The voice on the other side of the 
door responded. “Please open up. It is the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  ”.Leib Gurwicz ,ר
 The boys inside decided that if the person knocking was 
interested in playing games, then they would do the same. “Well, we 

are sorry, Leib Gurwicz, but we are not opening up for you.” 
 “Please … I need a certain סֵפֶר in order to prepare שִעוּר.” 
The person who knocked was imitating the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  to a “t”, but ר
that was not unusual. 
 The two young men looked at each other and knew exactly 
what each one was thinking. They were going to drive this fellow 
crazy. “We are sorry, but the אוֹצָר is not available. It is being cleaned 
right now.” The בָחוּר was proud of the original excuse he had come 
up with and was happy that the “mystery man” was becoming 
frustrated. 
 “I beg you, please open up!” The young men recognized the 
tone. It sure did sound like the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  s voice. Either someone’ר
was doing an incredibly realistic imitation of R' Gurwicz or these boys 
were in deeper than they ever could have imagined. 
 They whispered to each other, frantically thinking about 
how they could get themselves out of this mess. Slipping out the 
window into the frigid cold was not a viable option. They decided to 
face the wrath of the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .and deal with it like men ר
 Embarrassed and afraid of what would happen to them, 
they slowly walked to the door and opened it. They could not believe 
what greeted them. 
 Indeed, it was the ֹּאש יְשִיבָה  .R' Leib (Aryeh Zev) Gurwicz ,ר
He stood by the entranceway to the אוֹצָר, imposing looking in his long 
black coat. The boys braced themselves for what was sure to be an 
embarrassing lecture, but with their heads faced downwards, they 
waited for a few moments and it was quiet. 
 They looked up and smiled. It was a sight that will forever 
be etched in the בָחוּרִים’s memory – R' Leib had placed his hand over 
his eyes so as not to see who had played this trick on him. With a 
quick apology, the boys dismissed themselves and ran from the room. 
What could have become a major embarrassment and source of 
shame for many years to come became an opportunity for the  ֹּאש ר
 .בֵין אָדָם לַחֲבֵרוֹ to teach his students an invaluable lesson in יְשִיבָה

Adapted from: Touched by a Story (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Caught in the Act (Part 2) 

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• Some are נוֹהֵג to say ם מַץ with a הַגָּשֶׁ ם others say ;קָּ  הַגֶׁשֶׁ
with a גוֹל  .סֶׁ

ם •  ,s seasonal weather change’ד׳ referring to rain as ,הַגָּשֶׁ

ends a thought and one should pause before ים  .מְכַלְכֵל חַיִּ
ם • ה to provide גְבוּרַת ד׳ refers to rain as in הַגֶׁשֶׁ סָּ  and פַרְנָּ

should be read as part of ים  .(no pause) מְכַלְכֵל חַיִּ
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Let me share with you 
an excerpt of an essay that R' 
Yaakov Rosenheim ״ל צַּ  s'זַּ
daughter wrote about her 
illustrious father, the president 
and the inspirational leader of 
the World Agudah. 
 "At one point, early in 
the Hitler regime, he published 
an editorial expressing his 
dissatisfaction with an order to 
all Jews, as well as  all  citizens,  
to  fly  the  German  flag  in  
celebration  of  some  Nazi 
anniversary. This resulted in a 
peremptory summons on ת בָּ  שַּ
morning to police headquarters 
— a ¾ of an hour walk.  
 "I accompanied father 
on this walk on an icy cold winter 
ת בָּ  We had spared my mother .שַּ
any knowledge of this, and set 
out on what may well have been 
the road to a prison or 
concentration camp. I will never 
forget our conversation, warm 
and yet casual, about my 
personal problems, school 
studies as well as the ה שָּ רָּ  of the פָּ
week. He was calm as always, 
exuding אֱמוּנָּה as always. 
 "As we were about to 
enter the imposing Police 

building, he turned to me: 'Wait 
for me here. If I have not 
returned within 30 minutes, you 
will know where I am. Return 
home and be of good cheer.' ד׳ 
was with us and we returned 
home after he was issued a 
'warning' to 'temper' his 
editorials." 
 This short episode about 
 R' Yaakov Rosenheim's מוֹרֵינוּ
calm manner during such a trying 
moment of life and death, did 
not just happen on that day. 
 s  grandson writes that he'מוֹרֵינוּ
has in his personal possession his 
grandfather's רִים ת יְשָּ  It is .מְסִילַּ
marked up with notes in the 
margins and many quotations 
from ״ל רֵי חֲזַּ אֲמָּ  and other מַּ
sources are repeatedly 
underlined.  It is no wonder that 
the אִמְרֵי אֶמֶת of Ger, told his son
-in-law, R' Itche Meir Levin, that 
as a future leader of אֵל ל יִשְרָּ  ,כְלַּ
he would have to recognize that 
holy Yidden exist not only in 
Poland but also in Frankfurt! 
 My לְמִיד  such a level of ,תַּ
control and care requires a 
lifetime of working on אֱמוּנָּה and 
חוֹן     .בִטָּ

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת
Story adapted: In Defense of Torah Values (Feldheim) 

ם  שֶּ יד הַגֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ …מַשִּׁ   
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend… 
As a young חוּר  זַצַ״ל R' Moshe Schwab ,בָּ
went through a difficult period. An older 
חוּר  came over one day and related a בָּ
reoccurring dream about him. An old man 
had asked him to tell the young Moshe, 
רוּחַ “ יב הָּ יּוּת - מַשִּׁ נִּׁ רוּחָּ יב הָּ מוֹשִּׁ  he should — שֶׁ
lift up his spirituality, ם שֶׁ יד הַגֶׁ יד  - וּמוֹרִּׁ מוֹרִּׁ שֶׁ
יּוּת מִּׁ  he should lower his physical — הַגַשְׁ
needs!” Deeply moved by this dream, R' 
Moshe showed the חוּר  a family photo to בָּ
check if it was a family member. The חוּר  בָּ
recognized the man in the dream to be R' 
Moshe’s grandfather. R' Moshe wrote to 
his parents about the dream. His father 
replied, “ר בָּ ת הַדָּ מַר אֶׁ יו שָּ אָבִּׁ  my father … וְׁ
has agreed to you! Stay and learn!” 

Sage Sayings

At the 2nd ה דוֹלָּ נֵסִיָּה גְּ  read the surprise זַצַ״ל R' Meir Shapiro ,כְּ
proclamation, signed by the פֵץ חַיִים ר' חַיִים  ,the Gerrer Rebbe ,חָּ
 on R' Rosenheim מוֹרֵינוּ and others, conferring the title עוֹזֶר
 ,R' Rosenheim replied that, since he was from Frankfurt .זַצַ״ל
the title belonged to the ב ה of the רָּ הִלָּ  'R' Shlomo Breuer. R ,קְּ
Shapiro swiftly responded, " ר' יַעֲקֹב געֶהעֶרט נִישׁט צוּ פראַנקפוּרט

עֶר געֶהעֶרט צוּ דעֶר גאַנצעֶ װעֶלט! —אַלײַן   does not belong ר' יַעֲקֹב — 
to Frankfurt alone, He belongs to the entire world!"     

Source: In Defense of Torah Values (with kind permission from Feldheim) 
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able to survive the war. After the war, he 
moved to America, settling in Brooklyn. 
 The Stutchiner Rebbe visited  אֶרֶץ
ל  twice, in 1960 and in 1963. These visits יִשְרָאֵּ
left their mark on the צִבוּר in ל  .אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵּ
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 that he delivered every week to his תוֹרָה
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 was born in ,זַצַ״ל R' Yaakov Rosenheim מוֹרֵינוּ
Frankfurt, Germany, to R' Eliyahu and Charna, who 
were ה קָּ אֵי צְדָּ  to Baron William Rothchild. In his גַבָּ

youth, he studied under R' Hirsch. In 1900, he was elected to the 
Frankfurt Council. He became editor of Der Israelite in 1905. In 
1909, together with R' Yitzchok Isaac Halevi, he created the historic 
meeting of אֵל ה in Homburg. He organized the גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָּ  in כְנֵסִיָּה גְדוֹלָּ
Vienna in 1912 and later in 1929, where he was given a title, ּמוֹרֵינו. 
He presided over World Agudah for more than 50 years. His respect 
for the אֵל מַיִם and his גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָּ  helped him unite the many יִרְאַת שָּ
diverse leaders. In 1935, he fled to the UK and later moved to the 
US. He emigrated to אֵל  .in 1950 אֶרֶץ יִשְרָּ

  ח׳ מרחשון
5631 – 5726 
1870 – 1965 

Before WWII, the רָב of Ponevezh, זַצַ״ל, came 
to Frankfurt to collect funds for the יבָה  .יְשִׁ
His first stop was a visit to ּמוֹרֵינו 
Rosenheim זַצַ״ל. After asking how much 
was required to maintain the יבָה  for יְשִׁ
a year, ּמוֹרֵינו Rosenheim asked the  ראֹש
יבָה  to return in two days time. When יְשִׁ
he returned, ּמוֹרֵינו Rosenheim gave the 
יבָה  the amount needed for the ראֹש יְשִׁ
year. He explained to the רָב that he raised 
the money because he felt it was not fitting for a  ראֹש
יבָה  !to be involved in fundraising יְשִׁ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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 s generation several opportunities’נֺחַ  offered the people of ד׳ 
to save themselves from destruction. ״י שִׁ יתַו:יד) ר  רֵאשִׁ  questions why (בְּ
 did ד׳ .ark, in order to be saved ,תֵבָה to labor and build a נֺחַ  required ד׳
not need  ַנֺח to do any work to be saved; ד׳ has many ways to perform 
miracles without effort. Why did  ַנֺח have to work hard and build a 
massive תֵבָה for all to see? 
״י   שִׁ  in order for תֵבָה to build the נֺחַ  wanted ד׳ explains that ר 
everyone to see this major construction and ask what was happening. 
 would respond to the questioning of the inquisitive passersby by נֺחַ 
explaining that their ways were angering ד׳ and they had to do שוּבָה  ,תְּ
repent; otherwise the world would be destroyed. The questioning and 
construction were not completed in a month or two —  ַנֺח worked on 
the תֵבָה and answered the people’s questions every day for 120 years, 
giving them many opportunities to do שוּבָה   .תְּ
 When the rain began falling ד׳ was still hoping that the 
people would do שוּבָה  ,He brought down the rain with mercy .תְּ
intending to change the initial rainfall into רָכָה מֵיַבְּ שְּ  ,rains of blessing ,גִׁ
if the people would only do שוּבָה שוּבָהַ .תְּ  starts with a change in the תְּ
heart — a person must regret the sin. Do you know what else is 
required תוֹרָה ןַה  שוּבָה to be part of the process for מִׁ   ?תְּ
    The ְנּוּך חִׁ וָהַשסד in סֵפֶרַה  צְּ וָה teaches that there is a מִׁ צְּ  to מִׁ
verbalize that one regrets a sin based on the words טָאתָם דּוַּאֶתַח  ו  תְּ הִׁ  ,וְּ
and they shall confess their sins (בָרַה:ז דְּ מִׁ   .(ב 

 Why is remorse in the heart not enough? The  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers two 
possible explanations.  
 The first is that when a person verbalizes a thought, it helps 
him come to realize that his actions are not hidden from ד׳. On the 
contrary, by speaking out loud about his sin the person is showing that 
he believes that everything is revealed to ד׳. All his hidden actions do 
not remain locked in his heart; on the contrary — the sins are open 
and ד׳ sees the sins; they are as obvious as when the person speaks 
about them. 
 The second reason that the  ְנּוּך חִׁ offers is similar to having to 
say “I’m sorry,” rather than simply thinking it. You cannot compare the 
two. Speaking the words “I’m sorry” takes effort and means much 
more. Similarly, when a person speaks about a sin, it makes a stronger, 
more lasting impression. A person will think twice before sinning not 
because he needed to verbalize the sin, but because the sin becomes 
far more concrete when a person verbalizes it. 
 The  ְנּוּך חִׁ goes on to explain that after a person expresses his 
regret for his sins it will also create a barrier that will protect him from 
future sins. ד׳, Who is the Ultimate Goodness, Who seeks the best for 
His creation, taught His people the path of שוּבָה  that involves תְּ
mentioning the sin out loud so that His people will sin less and will 
merit blessing and eternal rewards. 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI When Rav Yechiel Michel Epstein first 
became the new Rav of Novardok, he 
made an unexpected announcement.

*Based on the daytime being split into 12 portions (hours).

On Friday afternoon the following week...

With patience and persistence the 
Rav broke the city’s old habit…

I was thinking about the water carrier that regularly 
needed to work late on Friday afternoon:

After davening...

As your new Rav of 
Novardok, I am setting 

a new minhag for 
kabolas shabbos!

Please hurry 
up, we are davening 
mincha before p’lag 

hamincha. Remember we 
will be davening Kabolas 

Shabbos at p’lag 
Hamincha time.

Rebbe, it’s amazing! other 
communities are now saying, 
“Novardokers are ready for 
k’rias shemah al hamitah when 

we are still saying l’cho 
dodi!”

Boruch 
Hashem! I will 
tell you why 
I changed the 
old minhag!

Oy! I must run 
and remind my 

wife to hurry up 
too...

A gutten 
Shabbos!

There was 
barely a minyan 

this week!

Another fine man! I 
will stay and inform all 

the other people who will 
come in later that they must 

daven at home.

gutten 
Shabbos!

Starting next week 
the new minhag for 

kabolas shabbos will 
begin at p’lag mincha 
(1.25 “variable” hours 
before sundown).*

???

What! So 
early...?

How will 
this work?

He’s changing the 
minhag we had for 

generations?

sINCE THE rAV 
CHANGED THE MINHAG, I 

can’t start cooking so 
late for Shabbos. Please 
can you deliver the water 

earlier in the week...

Sure!

Gevaldig! I have no 
more deliveries on 

Friday afternoons! I too 
will now have time to 
prepare for Shabbos!

5589-5668 1829-1908 wc rst c"f

R' Yechiel Michel הַלֵוִי was born in Babruysk, Belarus, to R' Yitzchok Aharon and Rashka Epstein. He was 
a descendant of the רא״ה (believed to be the author of the ְסֵפֶר הַחִנּוּך). He was a תַלְמִיד מֻבְהָק of ּר׳ אֵלִיָהו 
Goldberg זַצַ״ל (ראַבַ״ד of Babruysk). He learned  under ר׳ יִצְחָק אִיצְקוֹבִיץ זַצַ״ל (R' Itzeleh) in the יְשִיבָה in 
Volozhin where he forged a lifelong friendship with ר׳ נַפְתָלִי צְבִי יְהוּדָה Berlin זַצַ״ל (the נְצִיב), and married 
the נְצִיב’s sister מִכְלָה. After receiving סְמִיכָה, he became the ראַבַ״ד of Novozypkov, near Minsk. There he 
developed a close relationship and דֶרֶךְ פְסַק from ר׳ מְנַחֵם מֶנְדִל שְנִיאוֹרסוֹן זַצַ״ל (the צֶמַח צֶדֶק). In 1863, he 
became the ראַבַ״ד of Novardok, where he served 34 years, until his פְטִירָה. His magnum opus, was the 
אוֹר  He also authored .(מָשִיחַ  after הֲלָכוֹת) עָרוּךְ הַשֻלְחָן הֶעָתִיד and (שֻלְחָן עָרוּךְ on the entire) עָרוּךְ הַשֻלְחָן
 among others. As (הַגָדָה) לֵיל שִמּוּרִים and ,(יְרוּשַלְמִי) מֵיכַל הַמַיִם ,(רַבֵינוּ תַם written by סֵפֶר הַיָשָר on) לַיְשָרִים
the leading ְמַסְמִיך in his generation, his famed מוּסְמָכִים included ר׳ אִיסֶר זַלְמַן Meltzer ר׳ יוֹסֵף אֵלִיָהוּ ,זַצַ״ל 

Henkin ר׳ יְחֶזְקֵאל  ,זַצַ״ל Abramsky זַצַ״ל and ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְלֹמֹה Kahaneman זַצַ״ל. 
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