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Our Parsha begins with words
that are highly appropriate to us,
being just one week before Rosh
HaShana:

All of you are standing today
before Hashem your G-d; your
Heads of the Tribes, your Elders,
and your Officers, all of Yisrael
[Devarim 29,9].

This is indeed the Avoda of Elul
and of the coming Yomim Noraim
— to keep in mind that we are all
standing together before the King
of Kings, HaKadosh Baruch Hu.

Our thinking is very important!
The Ramban explains that the
punishments of the Tochacha
(rebuke) stem from evil thinking!
This is truly food for ‘thought'...

We are entering the last week
of the year; indeed the time is
limited to get hold of ourselves.
The first thing to keep in mind
is: Don't waste time on Yiush —
hopelessness. There are those

who cite the Gemara, 'Yiush Shelo
MiDaas' and explain (Al Pi Drush):
Yiush is not the intelligent thing to
do! Rather, one should take stock
and recalibrate his direction; this
in itself is a merit that one will be

Getting Ready for Rosh HaShana

credited for in Shomayim!

The Jew starts his day and evening
with the Mitzva (deOrayso!) of
Krias Shema - reciting the Shema
and accepting upon oneself
Malchus Shomayim. This Mitzva,
when done genuinely, and not
mindlessly, can have far reaching
beneficial effects over the entire
day!

Looking at ourselves globally,
we can ask ourselves: What
takes precedence in our minds,
Olam HaZeh or Olam HaBah? Is
our Kesher to learning Torah
something we take seriously or just
one interest out of many others?

Wherever we are holding on
the rungs of the Ruchniyus
ladder, there is always room for
advancement. For example,
those fortunate people who make
a Siyum Maseches (now in Daf
HaYomi — Chulin — or other learning
plans) can ask themselves, how
could | know this Gemora better
or remember it better? (Actually,
learning it even a little better, aids
in remembering it better!)

Today’s world is amazingly busy,
with many varying responsibilities,
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many of which cannot and must
not be ignored. High among
those responsibilities is Ruchniyus
in general and Talmud Torah in
particular. We owe it to ourselves
— and to our families and children
— to maintain the values that we
received in our Yeshiva years and
continue to grow; not to stagnate.

As we recite in LiDovid Hashem
Ori: 1 asked from Hashem ONE
thing; this I request: to dwell in the
House of Hashem all of my days, to
view the Pleasantness of Hashem
and to visit in His Tent [Tehilim
27,4]. This also may be interpreted
as: | ask from Hashem ONE thing.
And what is that? That | request
to dwell in the House of Hashem
all of my days! | desire that this be
my ambition: To continue living the
lessons that | imbibed in Yeshiva.

One may also add: May the house
that | live in be as the House of
Hashem; that we live a 'Yeshivish’
lifestyle — in the finest sense of the
word.

Best wishes for a good and sweet
New Year in every way! A Year
of Growth and Prosperity in
Ruchniyus and Gashmiyus, Amein!

Join Rabbi Yechiel Novick for a weekly shiur in Avos D'Rabbi Nosson

sunday nights 9:30 - 10:00pm (New York time) \\\\\ via zoom

For more zoom info, to be added to shiur email list or any other questions
contact Alex Levy ¢ 6462069461 ¢+ alex07055@gmail.com

Alexander Levy
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