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רלוֹב זַצַ״ל רָאֵל פֶּ  of Stolin, Belarus, was an only יַנּוּקָא the ,ר׳ יִשְׂ
child, born to the Karlin Rebbe, ר׳ אָשֵר, and his Rebitzen, 
בוֹרָה  after many years. Orphaned of his father at the ,שָרָה דְׂ

age of 4, the לִין  made the monumental decision to crown the child חֲסִידֵי קַרְׂ
as their בִי בִי became the חֲסִידִים One of his father’s close .רֶּ  s mentor. He’רֶּ
was a gifted child and was given מִיכָה וָה by his סְׂ רָכָה  He married .בַר מִצְׂ בְׂ
 was an יַנּוּקָא Twersky of Rachmastrivke. The ר׳ דָוִד daughter of ,שײֵנדל
extremely popular בִי  in other שַבָתוֹת and made it his practice to spend his רֶּ
places. He imbued his חֲסִידִים with חָה אַת שָמַיִם and שִמְׂ יִרְׂ טָר He was .תּוֹרָה וְׂ  נִפְׂ
at the age of 53. As per his צַוָּאָה, he was buried in place he died, which was 
Frankfurt, Germany. 

 ב׳ תשרי
5629 – 5682 
1868 – 1921 

רלוֹב זַצַ״ל רָאֵל פֶּ  ,was barely 12 years old ר׳ יִשְׂ
when he received a letter from חָנָן לְׂ חָק אֶּ  ר׳ יִצְׂ
Spector זַצַ״ל of Kovno, addressed to him 
with the title הַגָאוֹן. One of the רָב’s people 
was so surprised that he asked  חָק ר׳ יִצְׂ
חָנָן לְׂ ר׳  .if this title was written in error אֶּ
חָנָן לְׂ חָק אֶּ  replied, “There is no mistake in יִצְׂ
my referring to the יַנּוּקָא as a גָאוֹן. I met 
him when I visited Stolin and had a lengthy 
discussion with the יַנּוּקָא. There is no doubt 
that he is an outstanding מִיד חָכָם  of extraordinary תַלְׂ
ability. He has תוֹרָה at his fingertips!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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 Rather, the matter is very near to you… י קָרוֹב אֵלֶיךָ הַדָבָר מְאֹד ים ל:יד( …כִּ )דְבָרִּ

  This week was the Yahrzeit of R’ Yaakov Sherman זַצַ״ל. In 
1992 he arrived in the United States from Russia with his wife, 
daughter and her two infant daughters. He was 69 years old, and still 
had old memories of the early 20’s with his ‘Yiddishe’ parents. He was 
a man of dignity, integrity and determination. Rather than focusing his 
efforts on integrating into the America culture or trying to master the 
English language, he had a burning desire to begin his new life as a 
frum Jew. His last 25 years defined his eternity. Today his 
grandchildren are married to בְנֵי תּוֹרָה and he merited to enjoy seeing 
his great grandchildren all living and learning the beautiful תּוֹרָה that 
he saw from his parents. 
יא     יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  once met a simple person who had minimal אֵלִּ
knowledge in תּוֹרָה. The person taunted and derided יא יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  This] .אֵלִּ
was common for an unlearned person meeting a יד חָכָם יָהוּ  .[תַּלְמִּ אֵלִּ
יא  asked the man, “My son, what are you going to answer to your הַנָבִּ
Father [ד׳] on the day of judgment [about your lack of תּוֹרָה 
knowledge]?  
 The man had the response on the tip of his tongue: “י  I’ll ,רֶבִּ
tell ד that I wasn’t blessed with a good head. It was His decree that I 
would not be able to read or learn תּוֹרָה.” 
 Switching to a different subject, יא יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  asked him what אֵלִּ
was his profession. The man answered that he was a fisherman.  ּיָהו אֵלִּ
יא  then asked him who taught him all his business knowledge, how הַנָבִּ
did he learn the process of weaving flax into nets, and where did he 
pick up the art of throwing his net and then pulling it out a full of fish 

back onto his boat. 
 The fisherman replied, “י  I was blessed with that level of ,רֶבִּ
understanding!” 
יא  יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  then turned and reprimanded the fisherman, “If אֵלִּ
you have the understanding behind the intricate procedure of weaving 
nets and have mastered the various methods of catching fishing, then 
you have been truly been blessed by ד׳ with the capacity to learn תּוֹרָה. 
The תּוֹרָה writes … ָלְבָבְך יךָ וּבִּ י קָרוֹב אֵלֶיךָ הַדָבָר מְאֹד בְפִּ  Rather, it [the —  כִּ
 is so close to you [so simple to understand], it is in the power of [תּוֹרָה
your heart to follow its teachings.”  
 The fisherman recognized that the rational answer he had 
prepared to give on His day of judgment was foolish. He obviously had 
the potential to learn and read the תּוֹרָה. If only he would have 
stopped and analyzed the methods he used to conduct his own 
livelihood, he would have realized his potential. The fisherman wept 
bitterly. 
יא  יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  enlightened him and said, “My son, do not feel אֵלִּ
that you are alone with your reasoning. The response, ‘I wasn’t blessed 
with a head to learn תּוֹרָה,’  is the typical answer every person gives to 
 then shows the person, through his very own actions his true ד׳ .ד׳
potential and the falseness of that excuse.” 
 R’ Yeruchem Levovitz זַצַ״ל once said, “We will not be 
punished for actions we could not do, but for what we did not do 
because we thought we could not do!” Like starting life as a frum Jew 
in a foreign country at 69 years old! 

Adapted from: )יָהוּ זוּטָא )פ׳ י״ד  תָּנָא דְבֵי אֵלִּ
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI Hundreds of Chassidim traveled to 
Kerestir each year to be with the Rebbe Rav 

Yeshayela Kerestirer for Rosh Hashana.

On the day of Rosh Hashana...

A chossid decided to 
check it out for himself...

The astonished Chossid gazed on as 
Reb Yeshaya cut long rolls of cake and 
put them on plates for everyone to eat 

right away after the long davening.

There was a discussion among several chassidim...

ג’ אייר  1925 - 1851  5685 - 5612

I wonder what 
the Rebbe is 

learning before 
shofar blowing...

What’s the 
question? He 

is learning sifrei 
Kabbalah and 

sodos [kabbalistic 
secrets] about 

shofar!

Which sefer 
do you think he 

learns?

I must make 
my hachanos 

[preparations] 
now...

HaMelech!

Thinking about 
others is the most 

appropriate hachanah I 
can do before tekias 

shofar.

what! I can’t 
believe my eyes!

I must ask the 
Rebbe for a special 

bracha. The non-Jews 
in my area are ruining 

my business...

I hope I get a 
chance to ask 

the Rebbe for a 
bracha for my 

Gittel...

I have 
a serious 

problem with 
mice eating my 
merchandise...

R' Yeshaya Steiner זַצַ״ל of Kerestir was born in Zboró, Hungary (today Zborov, Slovakia) to ה  ר׳ מֺשֶׁ
and נטשאָ מִרְיָם  At the age of 12 years old, his mother .נִפְטָר He was 3 years old when his father was .העֶׁ
sent him to learn by R' Tzvi Hirsh Friedman זַצַ״ל of Liska, Hungary. In 1875, he married שָרָה, the daughter 
of ר׳ יִצְחָק יוֹנָה Weinstock זַצַ״ל. Upon the פְטִירָה of R' Hirsh, R' Yeshaya continued his studies under R' 
Chaim Halberstam זַצַ״ל of Sanz. After R' Chaim’s פְטִירָה, he went to learn by R' Mordechai זַצַ״ל of 
Nadvorna, who sent him to Kerestir, Hungary, where he attracted many חֲסִידִים. His new home became 
the address for the hungry and destitute, and R' Yeshaya was renowned by all for his הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִים 
and צְדָקָה. There are many miraculous stories of how his בְרָכוֹת came to fruition. Thousands of people 
came to his לְוָיָה; however, the most memorable ד סְפֵּ  was delivered by the gentile mailman who said ,הֶׁ
about the צַדִיק: “You don’t have any idea who this man was. I personally handled his mail and I know 

he supported hundreds of poor families throughout Hungary!” !ְיְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּך 

כתיבה וחתימה טובה

פרשה: נצבים       הפטרה: שוש אשיש... )ישעיהו סא:י-סג:ט(

אבות ה׳-ו׳     דף יומי: : זבחים ו׳

)מולד תשרי יום שני בשעה:  חלקים 12:10+7(

לדוד ה׳ אורי

יום א דראש השנה:
קריאת התורה: וה׳ פקד את שרה... מפטיר: במדבר כ:א-ו

הפטרה: ויהי איש אחד...
דף יומי: זבחים ט׳

יום ב דראש השנה:
קריאת התורה: ...והאלקים נסה את אברהם... מפטיר: במדבר כ:א-ו

הפטרה: כה אמר ה׳... 
דף יומי: זבחים י׳

כתיבה וחתימה טובה!



  

חלק ג׳  פרק ד׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*In this ק רֶּ ים the ,פֶּ ה  continues with the theme of visiting a חָפֵץ חַיִּ חוֹלֶּ
ק ג׳ from the end of the previous chapter. In מְסֻכָן רֶּ ים the ,פֶּ  חָפֵץ חַיִּ
advises of the sensitivity required in the צְוָה ד and the ,מִּ סֶּ  involved חֶּ
when broaching the subject of תְשׁוּבָה. This ק רֶּ  opens by pointing out פֶּ
the importance of learning daily to get to תְשׁוּבָה. We begin the בְרָכָה of 
יבֵנוּ ךָ ,(תְשׁוּבָה which is about) הֲשִּׁ ינוּ לְתוֹרָתֶּ יבֵנוּ אָבִּ  Return us to Your ,הֲשִּׁ
ךָ ,תוֹרָה צְוֹת bring us closer to Your ,וְקָרְבֵנוּ מַלְכֵנוּ לַעֲבוֹדָתֶּ  only then is it ,מִּ
possible, תְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה ירֵנוּ בִּ  .תְשׁוּבָה And return us to complete ,וְהַחֲזִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
The ים  that teaches us how to address taking every מָשָׁל relates a beautiful חָפֵץ חַיִּ
opportunity for a זְכוּת in the world. Although the optimal תְשׁוּבָה is through daily learning 
of תוֹרָה, if one cannot focus on תוֹרָה, one should try to focus on other צְוֹת  We must live .מִּ
every opportunity with the idea of חֲטֹף, grab it! 

1. Which word in the תּוֹרָה indicates that ד׳ will, בְיָכוֹל  go together ,כִּ
with us into exile and will only return when we return? 

2. What lesson must we take from the fact that heaven and earth 
never change their nature? 

1. The word ד׳ — וְשָב will bring you back — should have been written ִּיב  The .וְהֵש
word וְשָב can also mean and He will return (with you) (ָָׁב ה׳ אֶלֹקֶיך  .(30:3 — ד״ה וְש

2. Just as heaven and earth, which do not have any incentive of reward, never 
deviate from their functions, should not Jews, who do receive reward, be more 
careful? (ָׁכֶם  .(30:19 — ד״ה הַעִדֹתִי ב
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An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic time גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דוֹלֵי  messages from our תּוֹרָׁ גְּ
אֵל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,יִשְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

וַת  עֲשֵה  מִן  הַ  ה מִצְּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָׁ באֹ עַל הַצִבּוּר …  לִזְּ תָּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל אִם לאֹ … עַל כָׁ אַבָׁ
עֲקוּ  נוּ  …  יִזְּ ם אִירַע לָׁ עוֹלָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה מֵמִנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רוּ דָׁ א יאֹמְּ לָׁ רִיוּת …  אֶׁ זָׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ הַרֵי זוּ דֶׁ

רוֹת אַחֵרוֹת.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ תּוֹסִיף הַצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אוֹרַיְּ וַת עֲשֵה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ בַּ״ם הִלְּ ג-רַמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam זַצַ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no בִיאִים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
 The following excerpt were taken from remarks made by R' 
Levi Yitzchok Horowitz זַצַ״ל, the second Bostoner Rebbe: 
 The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center represented 
one of the most colossal monuments to man’s material 
achievements, a collaborative effort of our generation to strive for 
permanence. And when those towers collapsed like a house of cards, 
the world gasped in disbelief. In one of the prayers of אִים מִים נוֹרָׁ  we יָׁ
say, “A man’s origin is from dust. He is likened to a broken shard, to a 
withering grass, to a fading flower, to a passing shade, to a 
dissipating cloud, to the blowing wind, to the flying dust, and to a 
momentary dream.” 
 Viewing permanence gives us weaklings the inspiration to 
seek our own greatness, to build skyscrapers, to marvel in their 
existence and prominence on the skyline. And when one of them is 
destroyed, we are rudely reminded how weak and transient we are. 

 The lesson we learn from this disaster is that as humans, we 
must acknowledge G-d’s supremacy over all the material world. We 
must focus on the spiritual side of life, feeding the soul with the study 
of ה וֹת and the performance of תּוֹרָׁ  .מִצְּ
 We humans strive for eternity. This is most dramatically 
played out in our having and raising children. They are part of us and 
they extend us in time to another generation. On and on. 
 As Jews, we understand that true immortality and 
permanence are achieved only by attaching ourselves to G-d. As we 
exercise our spiritual nature to fulfill the will of the Al-mighty, 
through prayer, the study of ה  and acts of kindness, we build true ,תּוֹרָׁ
permanence into our world, by feeding the soul, the only part of us 
that is capable of reaching eternity. As we reflect on the evil of 
terrorism and the destruction of the World Trade Center, it is 
essential to focus on the concept that good is more powerful than 
evil; that each of us has a greater power to build, and to heal, much 
more so than those who might succeed in destroying and killing. And 
we exercise our power of good through our acts of kindness, not only 
towards our fellow Jews, but also to all peoples of the world. These 
acts of kindness represent walking in the ways of G-d. 
 tell us that the force for good is 500 times stronger חֲזַ״ל 
that the power of evil. If evil by the hands of a few people can create 
so much suffering, pain and devastation, just think how much more 
opportunity there is for the multitude to do good, to move in the 
opposite direction from evil: comforting, healing and building. Each 
and everyone of us possesses such great potential for good to 
contribute to civilization and the world. This is a powerful message. 
We are therefore the bearers of not just a good message, but of an 
action plan to build a better world. Our inadequate feelings and 
emotions have to be put aside at times, in order to direct our 
energies to creating a better world through building a better 
community, a better family, a better self, through attaching ourselves 
to our Creator. 

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.:מָא עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
נָה רוֹאשׁ  הַשָׁ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During the sounding of the שׁוֹפָר, one must listen intently 
in order to hear every single blast from beginning to end.  

• One should, if possible, follow along the notes in one’s 

 so that he will always be aware of which סִדּוּר or מַחֲזוֹר
note (רוּעָה בָרִים / תְּ קִיעָה / שְּׁ  is being sounded at any given (תְּ
moment. 

The Greater Force of Good

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The יַּנּוּקָא’s ר מִצְוָה  was בַּ
the major turning point in his life 
as רֶבִי. He wrote his own ר  דְרָשָה בַּ
 and delivered it to a large מִצְוָה
assembly of חֲסִידִים and guests. 
The audience was awed by his 
masterful display of  knowledge 
and deep understanding of the 
 On .חֲסִידוּת and רִאשוֹנִים ,גְמָרָא
that day, he also received סְמִיכָה 
for his knowledge in ְלְחָן עָרוּך  It .שֻׁ
was obvious that this child had 
been learning diligently for many 
years before his ר מִצְוָה  A group .בַּ
of חֲסִידִים were intrigued and 
before he was honored to recite 
מָזוֹן ת הַּ  they came to the ,בִרְכַּ
 and asked him the יַּנּוּקָא
following question: 
 “Tell us, רֶבִי, what was 
your reply to the 'Stupid Old King' 
— the יֵצֶר הָרָע — when he tried 
for thirteen years to lure you 
away from the מִצְוֹת which could 
not protect you until now that 
you have reached the age of  ר בַּ
 ”?מִצְוָה
 The יַּנּוּקָא gave them his 
bashful, still very youthful smile 
and said, “I told that 'Stupid Old 
King' to go away and pointed out 
to him that the תוֹרָה specifically 
prohibits one from judging upon 

the עֵדוּת of only one side in the 
matter. Thus, as I was not old 
enough yet to have had the 
benefit of the advice of the 
'Good and Wise King' — the  יֵצֶר
טוֹב  and had not heard his — הַּ
side of the matter, I was not 
permitted to judge solely upon 
the word of the יֵצֶר הָרָע. I told 
him, therefore, I have to wait 
until my ר מִצְוָה  when I would ,בַּ
have the knowledge and 
protection of מִצְוֹת … then I 
would reply to his enticements.” 
  My לְמִיד  as we stand ,תַּ
before ד׳, the King of Kings, on 
the special day of שָנָה  let ,ראֹש הַּ
us remember the underlying 
message of the smart ראֹש  .יַּנּוּקָא
שָנָה  is the time of the year to הַּ
shake up and wake up. If we 
would stop and think, we would 
‘mix’ up the 'Stupid Old King'. 
With one moment of thought we 
would immediately realize that 
his advice is not for any long-
term gain. Let us listen to  קוֹל
 and internalize the message שוֹפָר
to wake up and start thinking! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
ת שָנָה טוֹבָה וּמְתוּקָה!  בְבִרְכַּ

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted: Men of Distinction 

Sage Sayings

רלוֹב זַצַ״ל רָאֵל פֶּ  of Stolin, was approached by a יַנּוּקָא the ,ר׳ יִשְׂ
man who believed that he had caused his father’s death. This 
man had suggested that his father have a surgery, which had 
resulted in his father's death. “If only I would have not 
suggested it”, the man bemoaned, “my father could have still 
been alive”. The יַנּוּקָא explained: “ ר 'וואָלט האָבּן' אוּן רטעֶּ דִי װעֶּ
פִירָה! ן כְׂ נעֶּ ן האָבּן' זעֶּ  The words ‘would have’ and ‘could — 'קעֶּ
have’ are פִירָה  ,makes it happen ד׳ ,if a person’s time is up — !כְׂ
not us!” Source: Heard Around the Shabbos Table 

As we head into 
a new year, the 
editorial staff  
would like to 
take this special 
opportunity to 
wish all of our 
loyal readership 
and all of  לַל כְּ
רָאֵל תִיבָה  a יִשְּ כְּ
חֲתִימָה טוֹבָה  !וְּ

R' Saadia Gaon offers 10 thoughts for  קִיעַת תְּ
 :שׁוֹפָר

1) It announces the coronation of a new 
king. ראֺשׁ הַשָׁנָה is the day ד׳ became  מֶלֶךְ עַל
 offers a pardon מֶלֶךְ Like a (2 .כָל הָעוֹלָם
before punishing, so it declares, “Whoever 
wishes can do שׁוּבָה  now; if not, let him not תְּ
complain later!” 3) The שׁוֹפָר was sounded at 
 and inspires us to renew our מַתַן תוֹרָה
commitment to 4 .תוֹרָה) It recalls קֵאל חֶזְּ  s’יְּ
words to do שׁוּבָה  When I bring a sword“ ,תְּ
upon the land … blow the שׁוֹפָר and warn the 
people!” ( ג-ל״ג:ב ). 5) It reminds us to daven 
for לִישִׁי דָשׁ הַשְּׁ יַן בֵית הַמִקְּ ) בִנְּ מִיָהוּ ד:י״ט כ-יִרְּ ). 
6) The שׁוֹפָר causes ד׳ to remember the כוּת  זְּ
of חָק  It inspires trembling in the (7 .עֲקֵידַת יִצְּ
heart (עָמוֹס ג:ו). 8) It reminds us of the  יוֹם
יָה א:ט״ז) הַדִין פַנְּ  שׁוֹפָר Sounding the (9 .(צְּ
arouses in us the desire for קִבוּץ גָלִיוֹת, the in-
gathering of exiles (יָהוּ כ״ז:י״ג שַׁעְּ  The (10 .(יְּ
חִיַת הַמֵתִים reminds us of שׁוֹפָר  which will ,תְּ
be accompanied by קִיעַת שׁוֹפָר  !תְּ

Understanding
תְּקִיעַת שׁוֹפָר



  

חלק ג׳  פרק ד׳  -סֵפֶר אַהֲבַת חֶסֶד   
*In this ק רֶּ ים the ,פֶּ ה  continues with the theme of visiting a חָפֵץ חַיִּ חוֹלֶּ
ק ג׳ from the end of the previous chapter. In מְסֻכָן רֶּ ים the ,פֶּ  חָפֵץ חַיִּ
advises of the sensitivity required in the צְוָה ד and the ,מִּ סֶּ  involved חֶּ
when broaching the subject of תְשׁוּבָה. This ק רֶּ  opens by pointing out פֶּ
the importance of learning daily to get to תְשׁוּבָה. We begin the בְרָכָה of 
יבֵנוּ ךָ ,(תְשׁוּבָה which is about) הֲשִּׁ ינוּ לְתוֹרָתֶּ יבֵנוּ אָבִּ  Return us to Your ,הֲשִּׁ
ךָ ,תוֹרָה צְוֹת bring us closer to Your ,וְקָרְבֵנוּ מַלְכֵנוּ לַעֲבוֹדָתֶּ  only then is it ,מִּ
possible, תְשׁוּבָה שְׁלֵמָה ירֵנוּ בִּ  .תְשׁוּבָה And return us to complete ,וְהַחֲזִּ
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the ד סֶּ ר אַהֲבַת חֶּ   .is far more extensive and appropriate סֵפֶּ
The ים  that teaches us how to address taking every מָשָׁל relates a beautiful חָפֵץ חַיִּ
opportunity for a זְכוּת in the world. Although the optimal תְשׁוּבָה is through daily learning 
of תוֹרָה, if one cannot focus on תוֹרָה, one should try to focus on other צְוֹת  We must live .מִּ
every opportunity with the idea of חֲטֹף, grab it! 

1. Which word in the תּוֹרָה indicates that ד׳ will, בְיָכוֹל  go together ,כִּ
with us into exile and will only return when we return? 

2. What lesson must we take from the fact that heaven and earth 
never change their nature? 

1. The word ד׳ — וְשָב will bring you back — should have been written ִּיב  The .וְהֵש
word וְשָב can also mean and He will return (with you) (ָָׁב ה׳ אֶלֹקֶיך  .(30:3 — ד״ה וְש

2. Just as heaven and earth, which do not have any incentive of reward, never 
deviate from their functions, should not Jews, who do receive reward, be more 
careful? (ָׁכֶם  .(30:19 — ד״ה הַעִדֹתִי ב

1. Which word in the תּוֹרָה indicates that ד׳ will, בְיָכוֹל  go together ,כִּ
with us into exile and will only return when we return? 

2. What lesson must we take from the fact that heaven and earth 
never change their nature? 

1. The word ד׳ — וְשָב will bring you back — should have been written ִּיב  The .וְהֵש
word וְשָב can also mean and He will return (with you) (ָָׁב ה׳ אֶלֹקֶיך  .(30:3 — ד״ה וְש

2. Just as heaven and earth, which do not have any incentive of reward, never 
deviate from their functions, should not Jews, who do receive reward, be more 
careful? (ָׁכֶם  .(30:19 — ד״ה הַעִדֹתִי ב

An Ahavas Chesed Moment  Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic time גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דוֹלֵי  messages from our תּוֹרָׁ גְּ
אֵל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,יִשְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

וַת  עֲשֵה  מִן  הַ  ה מִצְּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָׁ באֹ עַל הַצִבּוּר …  לִזְּ תָּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל אִם לאֹ … עַל כָׁ אַבָׁ
עֲקוּ  נוּ  …  יִזְּ ם אִירַע לָׁ עוֹלָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה מֵמִנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רוּ דָׁ א יאֹמְּ לָׁ רִיוּת …  אֶׁ זָׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ הַרֵי זוּ דֶׁ

רוֹת אַחֵרוֹת.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ תּוֹסִיף הַצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אוֹרַיְּ וַת עֲשֵה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ בַּ״ם הִלְּ ג-רַמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam זַצַ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no בִיאִים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
 The following excerpt were taken from remarks made by R' 
Levi Yitzchok Horowitz זַצַ״ל, the second Bostoner Rebbe: 
 The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center represented 
one of the most colossal monuments to man’s material 
achievements, a collaborative effort of our generation to strive for 
permanence. And when those towers collapsed like a house of cards, 
the world gasped in disbelief. In one of the prayers of אִים מִים נוֹרָׁ  we יָׁ
say, “A man’s origin is from dust. He is likened to a broken shard, to a 
withering grass, to a fading flower, to a passing shade, to a 
dissipating cloud, to the blowing wind, to the flying dust, and to a 
momentary dream.” 
 Viewing permanence gives us weaklings the inspiration to 
seek our own greatness, to build skyscrapers, to marvel in their 
existence and prominence on the skyline. And when one of them is 
destroyed, we are rudely reminded how weak and transient we are. 

 The lesson we learn from this disaster is that as humans, we 
must acknowledge G-d’s supremacy over all the material world. We 
must focus on the spiritual side of life, feeding the soul with the study 
of ה וֹת and the performance of תּוֹרָׁ  .מִצְּ
 We humans strive for eternity. This is most dramatically 
played out in our having and raising children. They are part of us and 
they extend us in time to another generation. On and on. 
 As Jews, we understand that true immortality and 
permanence are achieved only by attaching ourselves to G-d. As we 
exercise our spiritual nature to fulfill the will of the Al-mighty, 
through prayer, the study of ה  and acts of kindness, we build true ,תּוֹרָׁ
permanence into our world, by feeding the soul, the only part of us 
that is capable of reaching eternity. As we reflect on the evil of 
terrorism and the destruction of the World Trade Center, it is 
essential to focus on the concept that good is more powerful than 
evil; that each of us has a greater power to build, and to heal, much 
more so than those who might succeed in destroying and killing. And 
we exercise our power of good through our acts of kindness, not only 
towards our fellow Jews, but also to all peoples of the world. These 
acts of kindness represent walking in the ways of G-d. 
 tell us that the force for good is 500 times stronger חֲזַ״ל 
that the power of evil. If evil by the hands of a few people can create 
so much suffering, pain and devastation, just think how much more 
opportunity there is for the multitude to do good, to move in the 
opposite direction from evil: comforting, healing and building. Each 
and everyone of us possesses such great potential for good to 
contribute to civilization and the world. This is a powerful message. 
We are therefore the bearers of not just a good message, but of an 
action plan to build a better world. Our inadequate feelings and 
emotions have to be put aside at times, in order to direct our 
energies to creating a better world through building a better 
community, a better family, a better self, through attaching ourselves 
to our Creator. 

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.:מָא עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ
נָה רוֹאשׁ  הַשָׁ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• During the sounding of the שׁוֹפָר, one must listen intently 
in order to hear every single blast from beginning to end.  

• One should, if possible, follow along the notes in one’s 

 so that he will always be aware of which סִדּוּר or מַחֲזוֹר
note (רוּעָה בָרִים / תְּ קִיעָה / שְּׁ  is being sounded at any given (תְּ
moment. 

The Greater Force of Good

Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The יַּנּוּקָא’s ר מִצְוָה  was בַּ
the major turning point in his life 
as רֶבִי. He wrote his own ר  דְרָשָה בַּ
 and delivered it to a large מִצְוָה
assembly of חֲסִידִים and guests. 
The audience was awed by his 
masterful display of  knowledge 
and deep understanding of the 
 On .חֲסִידוּת and רִאשוֹנִים ,גְמָרָא
that day, he also received סְמִיכָה 
for his knowledge in ְלְחָן עָרוּך  It .שֻׁ
was obvious that this child had 
been learning diligently for many 
years before his ר מִצְוָה  A group .בַּ
of חֲסִידִים were intrigued and 
before he was honored to recite 
מָזוֹן ת הַּ  they came to the ,בִרְכַּ
 and asked him the יַּנּוּקָא
following question: 
 “Tell us, רֶבִי, what was 
your reply to the 'Stupid Old King' 
— the יֵצֶר הָרָע — when he tried 
for thirteen years to lure you 
away from the מִצְוֹת which could 
not protect you until now that 
you have reached the age of  ר בַּ
 ”?מִצְוָה
 The יַּנּוּקָא gave them his 
bashful, still very youthful smile 
and said, “I told that 'Stupid Old 
King' to go away and pointed out 
to him that the תוֹרָה specifically 
prohibits one from judging upon 

the עֵדוּת of only one side in the 
matter. Thus, as I was not old 
enough yet to have had the 
benefit of the advice of the 
'Good and Wise King' — the  יֵצֶר
טוֹב  and had not heard his — הַּ
side of the matter, I was not 
permitted to judge solely upon 
the word of the יֵצֶר הָרָע. I told 
him, therefore, I have to wait 
until my ר מִצְוָה  when I would ,בַּ
have the knowledge and 
protection of מִצְוֹת … then I 
would reply to his enticements.” 
  My לְמִיד  as we stand ,תַּ
before ד׳, the King of Kings, on 
the special day of שָנָה  let ,ראֹש הַּ
us remember the underlying 
message of the smart ראֹש  .יַּנּוּקָא
שָנָה  is the time of the year to הַּ
shake up and wake up. If we 
would stop and think, we would 
‘mix’ up the 'Stupid Old King'. 
With one moment of thought we 
would immediately realize that 
his advice is not for any long-
term gain. Let us listen to  קוֹל
 and internalize the message שוֹפָר
to wake up and start thinking! 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
ת שָנָה טוֹבָה וּמְתוּקָה!  בְבִרְכַּ

 רֶבִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted: Men of Distinction 

Sage Sayings

רלוֹב זַצַ״ל רָאֵל פֶּ  of Stolin, was approached by a יַנּוּקָא the ,ר׳ יִשְׂ
man who believed that he had caused his father’s death. This 
man had suggested that his father have a surgery, which had 
resulted in his father's death. “If only I would have not 
suggested it”, the man bemoaned, “my father could have still 
been alive”. The יַנּוּקָא explained: “ ר 'וואָלט האָבּן' אוּן רטעֶּ דִי װעֶּ
פִירָה! ן כְׂ נעֶּ ן האָבּן' זעֶּ  The words ‘would have’ and ‘could — 'קעֶּ
have’ are פִירָה  ,makes it happen ד׳ ,if a person’s time is up — !כְׂ
not us!” Source: Heard Around the Shabbos Table 
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and all of  לַל כְּ
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1) It announces the coronation of a new 
king. ראֺשׁ הַשָׁנָה is the day ד׳ became  מֶלֶךְ עַל
 offers a pardon מֶלֶךְ Like a (2 .כָל הָעוֹלָם
before punishing, so it declares, “Whoever 
wishes can do שׁוּבָה  now; if not, let him not תְּ
complain later!” 3) The שׁוֹפָר was sounded at 
 and inspires us to renew our מַתַן תוֹרָה
commitment to 4 .תוֹרָה) It recalls קֵאל חֶזְּ  s’יְּ
words to do שׁוּבָה  When I bring a sword“ ,תְּ
upon the land … blow the שׁוֹפָר and warn the 
people!” ( ג-ל״ג:ב ). 5) It reminds us to daven 
for לִישִׁי דָשׁ הַשְּׁ יַן בֵית הַמִקְּ ) בִנְּ מִיָהוּ ד:י״ט כ-יִרְּ ). 
6) The שׁוֹפָר causes ד׳ to remember the כוּת  זְּ
of חָק  It inspires trembling in the (7 .עֲקֵידַת יִצְּ
heart (עָמוֹס ג:ו). 8) It reminds us of the  יוֹם
יָה א:ט״ז) הַדִין פַנְּ  שׁוֹפָר Sounding the (9 .(צְּ
arouses in us the desire for קִבוּץ גָלִיוֹת, the in-
gathering of exiles (יָהוּ כ״ז:י״ג שַׁעְּ  The (10 .(יְּ
חִיַת הַמֵתִים reminds us of שׁוֹפָר  which will ,תְּ
be accompanied by קִיעַת שׁוֹפָר  !תְּ
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Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

רלוֹב זַצַ״ל רָאֵל פֶּ  of Stolin, Belarus, was an only יַנּוּקָא the ,ר׳ יִשְׂ
child, born to the Karlin Rebbe, ר׳ אָשֵר, and his Rebitzen, 
בוֹרָה  after many years. Orphaned of his father at the ,שָרָה דְׂ

age of 4, the לִין  made the monumental decision to crown the child חֲסִידֵי קַרְׂ
as their בִי בִי became the חֲסִידִים One of his father’s close .רֶּ  s mentor. He’רֶּ
was a gifted child and was given מִיכָה וָה by his סְׂ רָכָה  He married .בַר מִצְׂ בְׂ
 was an יַנּוּקָא Twersky of Rachmastrivke. The ר׳ דָוִד daughter of ,שײֵנדל
extremely popular בִי  in other שַבָתוֹת and made it his practice to spend his רֶּ
places. He imbued his חֲסִידִים with חָה אַת שָמַיִם and שִמְׂ יִרְׂ טָר He was .תּוֹרָה וְׂ  נִפְׂ
at the age of 53. As per his צַוָּאָה, he was buried in place he died, which was 
Frankfurt, Germany. 

 ב׳ תשרי
5629 – 5682 
1868 – 1921 

רלוֹב זַצַ״ל רָאֵל פֶּ  ,was barely 12 years old ר׳ יִשְׂ
when he received a letter from חָנָן לְׂ חָק אֶּ  ר׳ יִצְׂ
Spector זַצַ״ל of Kovno, addressed to him 
with the title הַגָאוֹן. One of the רָב’s people 
was so surprised that he asked  חָק ר׳ יִצְׂ
חָנָן לְׂ ר׳  .if this title was written in error אֶּ
חָנָן לְׂ חָק אֶּ  replied, “There is no mistake in יִצְׂ
my referring to the יַנּוּקָא as a גָאוֹן. I met 
him when I visited Stolin and had a lengthy 
discussion with the יַנּוּקָא. There is no doubt 
that he is an outstanding מִיד חָכָם  of extraordinary תַלְׂ
ability. He has תוֹרָה at his fingertips!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

 Rather, the matter is very near to you… י קָרוֹב אֵלֶיךָ הַדָבָר מְאֹד ים ל:יד( …כִּ )דְבָרִּ

  This week was the Yahrzeit of R’ Yaakov Sherman זַצַ״ל. In 
1992 he arrived in the United States from Russia with his wife, 
daughter and her two infant daughters. He was 69 years old, and still 
had old memories of the early 20’s with his ‘Yiddishe’ parents. He was 
a man of dignity, integrity and determination. Rather than focusing his 
efforts on integrating into the America culture or trying to master the 
English language, he had a burning desire to begin his new life as a 
frum Jew. His last 25 years defined his eternity. Today his 
grandchildren are married to בְנֵי תּוֹרָה and he merited to enjoy seeing 
his great grandchildren all living and learning the beautiful תּוֹרָה that 
he saw from his parents. 
יא     יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  once met a simple person who had minimal אֵלִּ
knowledge in תּוֹרָה. The person taunted and derided יא יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  This] .אֵלִּ
was common for an unlearned person meeting a יד חָכָם יָהוּ  .[תַּלְמִּ אֵלִּ
יא  asked the man, “My son, what are you going to answer to your הַנָבִּ
Father [ד׳] on the day of judgment [about your lack of תּוֹרָה 
knowledge]?  
 The man had the response on the tip of his tongue: “י  I’ll ,רֶבִּ
tell ד that I wasn’t blessed with a good head. It was His decree that I 
would not be able to read or learn תּוֹרָה.” 
 Switching to a different subject, יא יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  asked him what אֵלִּ
was his profession. The man answered that he was a fisherman.  ּיָהו אֵלִּ
יא  then asked him who taught him all his business knowledge, how הַנָבִּ
did he learn the process of weaving flax into nets, and where did he 
pick up the art of throwing his net and then pulling it out a full of fish 

back onto his boat. 
 The fisherman replied, “י  I was blessed with that level of ,רֶבִּ
understanding!” 
יא  יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  then turned and reprimanded the fisherman, “If אֵלִּ
you have the understanding behind the intricate procedure of weaving 
nets and have mastered the various methods of catching fishing, then 
you have been truly been blessed by ד׳ with the capacity to learn תּוֹרָה. 
The תּוֹרָה writes … ָלְבָבְך יךָ וּבִּ י קָרוֹב אֵלֶיךָ הַדָבָר מְאֹד בְפִּ  Rather, it [the —  כִּ
 is so close to you [so simple to understand], it is in the power of [תּוֹרָה
your heart to follow its teachings.”  
 The fisherman recognized that the rational answer he had 
prepared to give on His day of judgment was foolish. He obviously had 
the potential to learn and read the תּוֹרָה. If only he would have 
stopped and analyzed the methods he used to conduct his own 
livelihood, he would have realized his potential. The fisherman wept 
bitterly. 
יא  יָהוּ הַנָבִּ  enlightened him and said, “My son, do not feel אֵלִּ
that you are alone with your reasoning. The response, ‘I wasn’t blessed 
with a head to learn תּוֹרָה,’  is the typical answer every person gives to 
 then shows the person, through his very own actions his true ד׳ .ד׳
potential and the falseness of that excuse.” 
 R’ Yeruchem Levovitz זַצַ״ל once said, “We will not be 
punished for actions we could not do, but for what we did not do 
because we thought we could not do!” Like starting life as a frum Jew 
in a foreign country at 69 years old! 

Adapted from: )יָהוּ זוּטָא )פ׳ י״ד  תָּנָא דְבֵי אֵלִּ
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI Hundreds of Chassidim traveled to 
Kerestir each year to be with the Rebbe Rav 

Yeshayela Kerestirer for Rosh Hashana.

On the day of Rosh Hashana...

A chossid decided to 
check it out for himself...

The astonished Chossid gazed on as 
Reb Yeshaya cut long rolls of cake and 
put them on plates for everyone to eat 

right away after the long davening.

There was a discussion among several chassidim...

ג’ אייר  1925 - 1851  5685 - 5612

I wonder what 
the Rebbe is 

learning before 
shofar blowing...

What’s the 
question? He 

is learning sifrei 
Kabbalah and 

sodos [kabbalistic 
secrets] about 

shofar!

Which sefer 
do you think he 

learns?

I must make 
my hachanos 

[preparations] 
now...

HaMelech!

Thinking about 
others is the most 

appropriate hachanah I 
can do before tekias 

shofar.

what! I can’t 
believe my eyes!

I must ask the 
Rebbe for a special 

bracha. The non-Jews 
in my area are ruining 

my business...

I hope I get a 
chance to ask 

the Rebbe for a 
bracha for my 

Gittel...

I have 
a serious 

problem with 
mice eating my 
merchandise...

R' Yeshaya Steiner זַצַ״ל of Kerestir was born in Zboró, Hungary (today Zborov, Slovakia) to ה  ר׳ מֺשֶׁ
and נטשאָ מִרְיָם  At the age of 12 years old, his mother .נִפְטָר He was 3 years old when his father was .העֶׁ
sent him to learn by R' Tzvi Hirsh Friedman זַצַ״ל of Liska, Hungary. In 1875, he married שָרָה, the daughter 
of ר׳ יִצְחָק יוֹנָה Weinstock זַצַ״ל. Upon the פְטִירָה of R' Hirsh, R' Yeshaya continued his studies under R' 
Chaim Halberstam זַצַ״ל of Sanz. After R' Chaim’s פְטִירָה, he went to learn by R' Mordechai זַצַ״ל of 
Nadvorna, who sent him to Kerestir, Hungary, where he attracted many חֲסִידִים. His new home became 
the address for the hungry and destitute, and R' Yeshaya was renowned by all for his הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִים 
and צְדָקָה. There are many miraculous stories of how his בְרָכוֹת came to fruition. Thousands of people 
came to his לְוָיָה; however, the most memorable ד סְפֵּ  was delivered by the gentile mailman who said ,הֶׁ
about the צַדִיק: “You don’t have any idea who this man was. I personally handled his mail and I know 

he supported hundreds of poor families throughout Hungary!” !ְיְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּך 

כתיבה וחתימה טובה

פרשה: נצבים       הפטרה: שוש אשיש... )ישעיהו סא:י-סג:ט(

אבות ה׳-ו׳     דף יומי: : זבחים ו׳

)מולד תשרי יום שני בשעה:  חלקים 12:10+7(

לדוד ה׳ אורי

יום א דראש השנה:
קריאת התורה: וה׳ פקד את שרה... מפטיר: במדבר כ:א-ו

הפטרה: ויהי איש אחד...
דף יומי: זבחים ט׳

יום ב דראש השנה:
קריאת התורה: ...והאלקים נסה את אברהם... מפטיר: במדבר כ:א-ו

הפטרה: כה אמר ה׳... 
דף יומי: זבחים י׳

כתיבה וחתימה טובה!


