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Rather, the matter is very near to you...csonzn... TRY 1270 PIN 217P 72

This week was the Yahrzeit of R’ Yaakov Sherman 97%3. In
1992 he arrived in the United States from Russia with his wife,
daughter and her two infant daughters. He was 69 years old, and still
had old memories of the early 20’s with his ‘Yiddishe’ parents. He was
a man of dignity, integrity and determination. Rather than focusing his
efforts on integrating into the America culture or trying to master the
English language, he had a burning desire to begin his new life as a
frum Jew. His last 25 years defined his eternity. Today his
grandchildren are married to N71m »2 and he merited to enjoy seeing
his great grandchildren all living and learning the beautiful min that
he saw from his parents.

N>230 PN once met a simple person who had minimal
knowledge in n7im. The person taunted and derided x>230 3MYN. [This
was common for an unlearned person meeting a ©anN PNYNA]. IMIHN
N30 asked the man, “My son, what are you going to answer to your
Father [7] on the day of judgment [about your lack of n7im
knowledge]?

The man had the response on the tip of his tongue: “2, I'll
tell 7 that | wasn’t blessed with a good head. It was His decree that |
would not be able to read or learn N7in.”

Switching to a different subject, 8>2)n 39 asked him what
was his profession. The man answered that he was a fisherman. on
N>2370 then asked him who taught him all his business knowledge, how
did he learn the process of weaving flax into nets, and where did he
pick up the art of throwing his net and then pulling it out a full of fish
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2IUN 73 Hiky 21919 SN 7, the N of Stolin, Belarus, was an only
5629 — 5682 child, born to the Karlin Rebbe, 9¥x v, and his Rebitzen,
1868 — 1921 nia7 myy, after many years. Orphaned of his father at the
age of 4, the p9p >1>on made the monumental decision to crown the child
as their »27. One of his father’s close 010 became the »a7’s mentor. He
was a gifted child and was given n2»©p by his myn 72. He married n272
o71mY, daughter of 717 /7 Twersky of Rachmastrivke. The N> was an
extremely popular a7 and made it his practice to spend his ninav in other
places. He imbued his @790 with NN and oY Nx7 NI, He was 109)
at the age of 53. As per his N3, he was buried in place he died, which was
Frankfurt, Germany.
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back onto his boat.

The fisherman replied,
understanding!”

N>230 39N then turned and reprimanded the fisherman, “If
you have the understanding behind the intricate procedure of weaving
nets and have mastered the various methods of catching fishing, then
you have been truly been blessed by "7 with the capacity to learn n7im.
The N7IM writes ... 72292y P92 TNN 1270 PIN 21IP *2 — Rather, it [the
N7IM] is so close to you [so simple to understand], it is in the power of
your heart to follow its teachings.”

The fisherman recognized that the rational answer he had
prepared to give on His day of judgment was foolish. He obviously had
the potential to learn and read the n7im. If only he would have
stopped and analyzed the methods he used to conduct his own
livelihood, he would have realized his potential. The fisherman wept
bitterly.

“39, | was blessed with that level of

N0 IMYN enlightened him and said, “My son, do not feel
that you are alone with your reasoning. The response, ‘| wasn’t blessed
with a head to learn n7im,” is the typical answer every person gives to
1. 7 then shows the person, through his very own actions his true
potential and the falseness of that excuse.”

R” Yeruchem Levovitz 973t once said, “We will not be
punished for actions we could not do, but for what we did not do
because we thought we could not do!” Like starting life as a frum Jew
in a foreign country at 69 years old!

Adapted from: (1772 79) NDI? %7725N 23T NIJI
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o8y 21979 YN 1 was barely 12 years old,

when he received a letter from nnox pHY? M

Spector 9733 of Kovno, addressed to him

with the title yix3n. One of the 27’s people

was so surprised that he asked pnY M

Now if this title was written in error.

NNoN PNy replied, “There is no mistake in

my referring to the NP2 as a yiN). | met

him when | visited Stolin and had a lengthy

discussion with the Np>. There is no doubt

that he is an outstanding oan TnYm of extraordinary
ability. He has n7im at his fingertips!”
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2120 and 3999957 from 02597 on the message of a catastrophic time:
During the weeks leading up to mwn N9, this column will
continue to feature some timeless N7im messages from our >9iT)
YN, both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for

the better during these unprecedented times.
ND ONDIAN ... MAXD OY NIRY N8 9D Y ...
PR AT N D ...

It is a NINT 7wy msp, [to gather together as a
community] to wake up and repent ... when any communal tragic
event occurs ... If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty ... [since it
causes] additional calamities to occur (3-N: N 279 mYR NidHN 072aN7).

In the last few decades YN 593 and the rest world have
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His
message? R’ Pam Y781 would explain that although 7 knows that we
have no ©>»>2) who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message,

and we must start by fixing our own faults.
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The following excerpt were taken from remarks made by R'

Levi Yitzchok Horowitz 9783, the second Bostoner Rebbe:

The Twin Towers of the World Trade Center represented
one of the most colossal monuments to man’s material
achievements, a collaborative effort of our generation to strive for
permanence. And when those towers collapsed like a house of cards,
the world gasped in disbelief. In one of the prayers of @x7) 01 we
say, “A man’s origin is from dust. He is likened to a broken shard, to a
withering grass, to a fading flower, to a passing shade, to a
dissipating cloud, to the blowing wind, to the flying dust, and to a

momentary dream.”

Viewing permanence gives us weaklings the inspiration to
seek our own greatness, to build skyscrapers, to marvel in their
existence and prominence on the skyline. And when one of them is

destroyed, we are rudely reminded how weak and transient we are.

Ahavas Chesed

7 P99 ) PEN - 100 PN 190
*In this P19, the ©»n 9N continues with the theme of visiting a n%in
1201 from the end of the previous chapter. In /» P79, the ©»n Xan
advises of the sensitivity required in the msn, and the 7pn involved
when broaching the subject of n23wn. This P79 opens by pointing out
the importance of learning daily to get to N2:w5n. We begin the n272 of
NV (which is about N23¥m), gNINY WAN NV, Return us to Your
77717, 9NTIAY2 NIPN NAR), bring us closer to Your miyp, only then is it
possible, M2Y N2WN2 NPINM), And return us to complete 72¥1.
*This is intended only as a synopsis. Review of the Ton nanx 190 is far more extensive and appropriate.
The o»n Xon relates a beautiful Ywn that teaches us how to address taking every
opportunity for a m21 in the world. Although the optimal n2:wn is through daily learning
of mim, if one cannot focus on MM, one should try to focus on other nign. We must live
every opportunity with the idea of qbn, grab it!
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The lesson we learn from this disaster is that as humans, we

must acknowledge G-d’s supremacy over all the material world. We
must focus on the spiritual side of life, feeding the soul with the study
of N7im and the performance of miyn.

We humans strive for eternity. This is most dramatically

played out in our having and raising children. They are part of us and
they extend us in time to another generation. On and on.

As Jews, we understand that true immortality and

permanence are achieved only by attaching ourselves to G-d. As we
exercise our spiritual nature to fulfill the will of the Al-mighty,
through prayer, the study of n7im, and acts of kindness, we build true
permanence into our world, by feeding the soul, the only part of us
that is capable of reaching eternity. As we reflect on the evil of
terrorism and the destruction of the World Trade Center, it is
essential to focus on the concept that good is more powerful than
evil; that each of us has a greater power to build, and to heal, much
more so than those who might succeed in destroying and killing. And
we exercise our power of good through our acts of kindness, not only
towards our fellow Jews, but also to all peoples of the world. These
acts of kindness represent walking in the ways of G-d.

510 tell us that the force for good is 500 times stronger

that the power of evil. If evil by the hands of a few people can create
so much suffering, pain and devastation, just think how much more
opportunity there is for the multitude to do good, to move in the
opposite direction from evil: comforting, healing and building. Each
and everyone of us possesses such great potential for good to
contribute to civilization and the world. This is a powerful message.
We are therefore the bearers of not just a good message, but of an
action plan to build a better world. Our inadequate feelings and
emotions have to be put aside at times, in order to direct our
energies to creating a better world through building a better
community, a better family, a better self, through attaching ourselves
to our Creator.

Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission)
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WM Questions

1.Which word in the n7im indicates that '7 will, 91213, go together
with us into exile and will only return when we return?

2.What lesson must we take from the fact that heaven and earth
never change their nature?
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e During the sounding of the 191V, one must listen intently  4jtnn or 1979 so that he will always be aware of which

Halacha
Corner

in order to hear every single blast from beginning to end.
® One should, if possible, follow along the notes in one’s  moment.

note (NY11m 7 ©12Y 7/ NY 1) is being sounded at any given

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein
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“Since we only discuss a few iy, it is important to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

nIwn Wy
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Dear nym,

The NpP¥Y's NM¥N 72 was
the major turning point in his life
as 7. He wrote his own n¥A T 92
myn and delivered it to a large
assembly of ©7on and guests.
The audience was awed by his
masterful display of knowledge
and deep understanding of the
N3, DNWYX) and mTon. On
that day, he also received n21no
for his knowledge in T3y 0YVY. It
was obvious that this child had
been learning diligently for many
years before his myn 92. A group
of ©Pon were intrigued and
before he was honored to recite
YWD N373, they came to the
Np»>  and asked him the
following question:

“Tell us, »37, what was
your reply to the 'Stupid Old King'
— the y7n 9% — when he tried
for thirteen years to lure you
away from the nign which could
not protect you until now that
you have reached the age of 92
myn?”

The Np»> gave them his
bashful, still very youthful smile
and said, “| told that 'Stupid Old
King' to go away and pointed out
to him that the m7im specifically
prohibits one from judging upon

SageSayings

the M7y of only one side in the
matter. Thus, as | was not old
enough yet to have had the
benefit of the advice of the
'Good and Wise King' — the 2%
2300 — and had not heard his
side of the matter, | was not
permitted to judge solely upon
the word of the yan 9. | told
him, therefore, | have to wait
until my my» 92, when | would
have the knowledge and
protection of nisn .. then |
would reply to his enticements.”

My T9m, as we stand
before 71, the King of Kings, on
the special day of mwn ¥N9, let
us remember the underlying
message of the smart Xp. YN
MVYN is the time of the year to
shake up and wake up. If we
would stop and think, we would
‘mix’ up the 'Stupid Old King'.
With one moment of thought we
would immediately realize that
his advice is not for any long-
term gain. Let us listen to 5ip
99V and internalize the message
to wake up and start thinking!

17972 Y23 O
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Story adapted: Men of Distinction

D781 21919 YN M, the NP of Stolin, was approached by a
man who believed that he had caused his father’s death. This
man had suggested that his father have a surgery, which had
resulted in his father's death. “If only | would have not
suggested it”, the man bemoaned, “my father could have still
been alive”. The NP> explained: “ PN aND VLIV WOLIYN T
N9 W Nann Wp? — The words ‘would have” and ‘could
have’ are N93! — if a person’s time is up, "7 makes it happen,

17

not us

Source: Heard Around the Shabbos Table
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R' Saadia Gaon offers 10 thoughts for ny>pn
91Y:

1) It announces the coronation of a new
king. myn WN1 is the day "1 became by 791
o2iyn Y3. 2) Like a qon offers a pardon
before punishing, so it declares, “Whoever
wishes can do n23¥n now; if not, let him not
complain later!” 3) The 791¥ was sounded at
7R Y and inspires us to renew our
commitment to N7iN. 4) It recalls SYNpwY's
words to do nwm, “When | bring a sword
upon the land ... blow the 99/¢ and warn the
people!” (3-2:379). 5) It reminds us to daven
for »¥bvn VTPND M2 2 (2-V: T AMNTY).
6) The 191¥ causes 7 to remember the M3
of pnY NTRY. 7) It inspires trembling in the
heart (1:3 ©iny). 8) It reminds us of the oY
Y10 (o:x m)9Y). 9) Sounding the 991¥
arouses in us the desire for N9y yap, the in-
gathering of exiles (y»:3175 ymyw). 10) The
997 reminds us of oD MmNR, which will
be accompanied by 19iv ny’pn!

As we head into
a hew year, the
editorial staff
would like to
take this special
opportunity to
wish all of our
loyal readership
and all of 993
MW a aPn3
723w nnonm!




B\ LEARMING FROM OUR LEADERS

1703
PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

HUNDREDS OF CHASSIDIM TQAVELED
YESHAYELA KERESTIRER FOR ROSH HAS

KERESTIR EACH YEAR TO 8E WITH THE REBBE RAV

TO | ON THE DAY OF ROSH HASHANA...

HANA.

THOPE I GET A
CHANCE TO ASK
THE REBBE FOR A
BRACHA FOR MY
GITTEL...

I MUST ASK THE
REBBE FOR A SPECIAL
BRACHA. THE NON-JEWS
IN MY AREA ARE RUINING
MY BUSINESS...

MICE EATING MY

I HAVE
A SERIOUS
PROBLEM WITH

MERCHANDISE...

I MUST MAKE
MY HACHANOS
[PREPARATIONS]

NOW...

THERE WAS A DISCUSSION AMONG SEVERAL CHASSIDIM...

WHAT'S THE
QUESTION? HE
IS LEARNING SIFREI
KABBALAH AND
S0DOS [KABBALISTIC
SECRETS] ABOUT
SHOFAR!

I WONDER WHAT
THE REBBE IS
LEARNING BEFORE
SHOFAR BLOWING...

A CHOSSID DECIDED TO
CHECK IT OUT FOR HIMSELF...

WHAT!/ I CAN'T
BELIEVE MY EYES!

WHICH SEFER
DO YOU THINK HE

THE ASTONISHED CHOSSID GAZED ON AS

PUT THEM ON PLATES FOR EVERYONE TO EAT
RIGHT AWAY AFTER THE LONG DAVENING.

REB YESHAYA CUT LONG ROLLS OF CAKE AND‘

THINKING ABOUT

OTHERS IS THE MOST
APPROPRIATE HACHANAH T
CAN DO B8EFORE TEKIAS
SHOFAR.

AND D) NVYOLIYN. HE WAS 3 YEARS OLO WHEN HIS FATHER
OF MY PNYY M WEINSTOCK D781, UPON THE NPV OF R
NADVORNA, WHO SENT HIM TO KERESTIR, HUNGARY, WHERE

AND NPTY. THERE ARE MANY MIRACULOUS STORIES OF HOW
CAME TO HIS 12)7; HOWEVER, THE MOST MEMORABLE T9D7),

HE SUPPORTED HUNDREDS OF POOR FAMILIES

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869 « Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

R’ YESHAYA STEINER D781 OF KERESTIR WAS BORN IN ZBORS, HUNGARY (TODAY ZBOROV, SLOVAKIAY TO nyn M

WAS T09). AT THE AGE OF 1a YEARS OLD, HIS MOTHER

SENT HIM TO LEARN BY R TZVI HIRSH FRIEDMAN 918% OF LISKA, HUNGARY. IN 1875, HE MARRIED NVYW, THE DALUGHTER

HIRSH, R’ YESHAYA CONTINUED HIS STUDIES LINDER R’

CHAIM HALBEQSTAM 9178y OF SANZ. AFTER R’ CHAIM'S NPV, HE WENT TO LEARN 8Y R’ MORDECHAI S8y OF

HE ATTRACTED MANY DOTON. HIS NEW HOME BECAME

THE ADDRESS FOR THE HUNGRY AND DESTITUTE, AND R’ YESHAYA WAS RENOWNED 8Y ALL FOR HIS DYNTIN nodn

HIS Ni272 CAME TO FRUITION. THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
WAS DELIVERED 8Y THE GENTILE MAILMAN WHO SAID

ABOUT THE 7’73 "‘YOL( DON'T HAVE ANY IDEA WHO THIS MAN WAS. I PERSONALLY HANDLED HIS MAIL AND I KNOW

THROUGHOUT HUNGARY!” 17372 132% o0
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Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.



