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PARSHIYOS NITZAVIM-VAYEILECH Q54

Moshe gathers the entire nation together for this covenant. Rashi says something specific about exactly when he
did this — when was it?

On the very day of his death, Moshe assembled all of Bnei Yisrael before Hashem to bring them into the covenant.

29:9 - Rashi - 07233 OnN

The pasuk lists “your woodcutters and your water drawers” among those entering the covenant. Who does
Rashi say these people actually were?

Canaanites who came to convert in the days of Moshe, just as the Givonim later did in the days of Yehoshua — Moshe
accepted them only as woodcutters and water drawers, not as full converts.

29:10 - Rashi - 7°3y 201N

This parsha comes right after the long tochacha (curses) in Ki Savo. Why does Rashi say it was placed there
specifically?

Bnei Yisrael turned pale with fear after hearing all the curses, so Moshe comforted them by pointing out: you have angered
Hashem many times, and still, you are standing here before Him today.

29:12 - Rashi - 01’1 0°2%) ONX

The covenant is made not only with those standing there that day, but also with someone else. Who?
Also with every future generation of the Jewish people — the covenant was made with descendants not yet born.
29:14 - Rashi - 119 122°X WX DX

Right before this, the Torah calls the curses “written in this book” — using two different Hebrew words for
“this” in two similar-sounding pesukim. What's the difference?

In Ki Savo, “this” is feminine (NX70) because it describes the Torah; here it is masculine (1n) because it describes the scroll —
the exact wording of the pesukim themselves tells us which word each “this” is attached to.
29:20 - Rashi - 1117 77107 1902 121000

The Torah says hidden sins belong to Hashem, but revealed sins are our responsibility. What is this teaching,
and why are dots written over some of the words here?

We aren't punished as a community for a sin hidden in someone's heart — only Hashem judges that. But sins done openly are
our job to address. The dots teach that Klal Yisrael wasn't even held mutually responsible for open sins until they crossed the
Yarden and accepted the oath at Har Grizim and Har Eival.

29:28 - Rashi - 12’PPX '112 mnoan

The pasuk about the future redemption says Hashem “will return” your captivity — using an unusual
grammatical form. What does Rashi learn from this?

The verse could have simply said Hashem will bring back the exiles, but instead it's worded as though Hashem Himself
returns. This teaches that the Shechinah goes into exile together with Klal Yisrael, and returns together with them too.
30:3 - Rashi - TN12w DX TRYX 712w

Hashem promises to “circumcise your heart.” What does this unusual phrase actually mean?

It means Hashem will remove the barrier blocking the heart, so that a person can fully love Hashem with all his heart and
soul.

30:6 - Rashi - 7222 NX PR ' om0

The Torah says the mitzvah “is not in the heavens.” What point is Rashi making with this?

If the Torah were in the heavens, you would have to climb up after it to learn it — but it isn't, so no one has an excuse for not
reaching it.

30:12 - Rashi - X171 07w N7

The Torah goes on to say it is “very close to you — in your mouth and in your heart.” What is this referring to?
That the Torah was given in two forms: in writing, and orally — both the Written Torah and the Oral Torah.
30:14 - Rashi - "X 217 72
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@ Moshe tells the people to “choose life.” Rashi compares this to a parable about a father and son — what's the
parable?
It's like a father who tells his son, “Choose a good portion of my estate,” then stands him right at the best portion and says,
“This one — choose this.” Hashem is directing us toward the good choice, not leaving us to guess.
30:19 - Rashi - 0”111 NN

Moshe says, “Today | am 120 years old.” What is special about the word “today” here?
Moshe's days and years were completed on this exact date — he was born and would die on the very same day of the year.
31:2 - Rashi - D117 72X

@ Moshe says, “l can no longer go out and come in.” The Torah elsewhere says his eyes had not dimmed and his
strength hadn't faded — so what does this phrase actually mean?

It doesn't mean his physical strength failed. Rashi explains it means the channels of Torah transmission and the wellsprings of

wisdom had been sealed off from him — he was no longer permitted to lead or to receive new understanding in Torah.
31:2 - Rashi - X121 NRXY Ty YK N7

@ Moshe tells Yehoshua he'll lead the people “with” the elders' counsel. But Hashem tells Yehoshua something
stronger. What's the difference?
Moshe told Yehoshua the elders would guide him. Hashem told Yehoshua to bring the people in even against their will if
necessary — because a generation can only have one true leader, not two.
31:7 - Rashi - 71111 OV DX X120 7NN *2

Once Moshe finished writing the complete Torah, who did he give it to?
He gave it to the members of his own tribe, Levi.
31:9 - Rashi - 130”1 wn 2no7

@ At Hakhel, men, women, and even young children are gathered to hear the Torah read. Why bring the children,
who can't really understand it?
So that a reward would be given to the parents who make the effort to bring them.
31:12 - Rashi - qom

@ Hashem tells Moshe to call Yehoshua so that Hashem can do something for him before Moshe dies. What was
it?
Hashem would strengthen and encourage Yehoshua for the leadership ahead of him.
31:14 - Rashi - 113X

Hashem tells Moshe that after his passing, He will “hide His face” from the people. What does that mean?

It means Hashem would act as though He does not see their distress — not truly abandoning them, but withdrawing the open

closeness they had experienced.
31:17 - Rashi - »J5 °nNom

@ Hashem commands, “Write this song for yourselves.” Which song is being referred to?
The song of Haazinu — the poem that makes up almost all of next week's parsha.
31:19 - Rashi - NN 17°WN DX

@ Moshe predicts that “after my death” the people will become corrupt. But the Navi says Klal Yisrael served
Hashem faithfully throughout Yehoshua's entire lifetime. How does Rashi resolve this?

A teacher's disciple is as dear to him as himself — so as long as Yehoshua was alive, it was as though Moshe himself was still

alive. “After my death” really meant after Yehoshua's death too.
31:29 - Rashi - 11N TWN NDNWia *2 "N nx
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