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Profound Divrei Torah culled from the writings of the
Gaon and Mekubal Rav Shimshon Chaim ben Rav Nachman Michoet Nachmeni zy'a,
author of Sefer Zera Shimshon on Chumash and Toldos Shimshon on Pirkei Avos,
who promised that all who study his words will be blessed with an abundance of good, wealth
and honor, and will merit to see children and grandchildren thriving around their table.
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Hashem Will Bless Those
Who Bless Us
7592 137231 RN 9721 7220 7TANY
(3,37) "TINT DB
I will bless those who bless you, and he who curses

you I'will curse, and all the families of the earth shall
bless themselves by you:

Avinu ‘I will Bless those who Bless you’. But if R” Akiva,
too, agrees that the Kohanim themselves receive a Blessing
from Hashem, then in what way does R’ Yishmael help
Kohanim more than R’ Akiva? It is that R’ Yishmael places
the Kohanim’s own Blessing from Hashem in the very
context of Israel’s Blessing from the Kohanim.

It’s quite difficult to understand the Gemara’s explanation
as to where we find R’ Yishmael helping the Kohanim more
than R’ Akiva. What difference does it make whether we
learn that Hashem will Bless the Kohanim after they Bless

the Nation, from ,’D3728 »R81 which is the same Passuk

aatn 5577 as that of the Mitzvah for the Kohanim to Bless the
LA R 4 A{;O oS Nation, or we learn it from ,"1372n 127281 which
The Gemara in Chulin &y v'n) says; P is part of the general Blessing that Hashem
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1379 I SRYHW? 227 - HRIW? 33 X 19720 ¢ e

WINT TN NITWD .20 pm HNTwh o
AP DRI 10T B30 TN I DTN
mom2 web IR NPy 027 .0vasb TUAn
DOT3N “INT N NITWD ...0°370 5 HXwrh
000 77apT DRTWD 179721 B30 TN I
7% Nam oranab 972 K'Y U371 NOX .07 By
737D PUDM NPT L9720 FOTANTD V7237 TN
- DXTW*T 71993 DIPR3 B30 199aY 1Y T

‘Yishmael the Kohen always helps
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We need to understand what it means when
Hashem said; 7°372n 127281 - I will bless those
who bless you. For being that Blessing a
fellow Yid consists of the Mitzvah of Chesed,
the reward for that Mitzvah will only be
given in the World To Come, as we learn in
the Gemara Kidushin *8na msn 10w aw v
R29 8n%y — The reward for fulfilling a

Kohanim’. Where do we find R’ Yishmael o°1n71n Mitzvah is not given in this world.
helping the Kohanim? It was taught in a MY’ RN We can answer t%ns question by saying that
Baraisa: The Torah commands the Kohanim; NYYANN YR when Hashem said ‘I will bless those who

“Thus shall you Bless the Children of Israel’,
R’Yishmael says; We learn from this Passuk
a Blessing for Israel from the Kohanim...
When it says in a subsequent Passuk ‘And I
will Bless them’, we shall say that it means
that the Kohanim Bless Israel and Hashem
Blesses the Kohanim. R’ Akiva says; We learn from this
Passuk a Blessing for Israel from the Kohanim... When it
says in a subsequent Passuk ‘And I will Bless them’ we
shall say that it means that the Kohanim Bless Israel and
Hashem affirms what they have done.

Then from where does R’ Akiva know a Blessing for the
Kohanim themselves? Rav Nachman bar Yitzchak said; It
is known from the Passuk in which Hashem told Avraham
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bless you’, He meant, that if and when the
Blessing that the ‘Blesser’ gave would be
fulfilled, only then would the ‘Blesser’ be
Blessed, because Hashem will Bless the
‘Blesser’ not as a reward, rather because it’s
only fitting that if his Blessing was accepted
on behalf of his friend, it should first be accepted on behalf

of himself.
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We can now understand where we find R’ Yishmael
helping the Kohanim more than R’ Akiva. Because
according to R’ Akiva, who learns that the Kohanim will
be blessed by Hashem from the Passuk of ,7°372n n31281 the
Kohanim will not be Blessed unless their Blessing to Israel
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will be fulfilled, as we just explained this Passuk to mean. But
according to R’ Yishmael, who learns that the Kohanim will be Blessed
by Hashem from the same Passuk that we learn the Mitzvah for the
Kohanim to Bless the Nation, the two Blessings are not contingent
on each other. The Passuk first says that the Kohanim should Bless
Israel, and then also says that Hashem will Bless the Kohanim, but
not that Hashem’s Blessing to the Kohanim depends on the Kohanim’s

Blessing to Israel.
(T MR 1INWID NWNY Y1)

The Severity of Submitting to Hashem

A Judgment Against One's Fellow
DY *AN3 238 T°7¥ "D DI 28 MW Rm
3’71 LOY? T°3Y3 YpR1 NI 72 XM Tp°N2
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And Sarai said to Avram, "The injustice that was done against me
is due to you! It was I who gave my maidservant into your bosom,
and when she saw that she had conceived, I became lower in her

esteem; let Hashem judge between me and you!"

The Gemara in Rosh Hashana @y 1o derives the following lesson
from Sarah's words. IR MRIW ,NYNN WIYI 810 17720 YV 17 70100 9
.NM2291 NWY TIDDY DNAR R2°1 2’031 ,7°2V °0nN 071aR YR 1w - Whoever
submits judgement of his fellow to Heaven, is punished for his own
sins first, as it is stated, "The injustice that was done against me is
due to you... let Hashem judge between me and you!", and it is written
afterwards, 'And Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and to bewail her".

The Gemara is saying that one who feels that he has been wronged
and asks Hashem to judge the matter, causes his own sins to be
examined by the Heavenly court. The reason for this is because when
he asks Hashem to sit in judgement over the matter, it causes Hashem
to say, "Does he really deserve to have his fellow punished on his
account?" The Gemara proves this from that which it says, 'And
Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and bewail her'. The simple
understanding of the Gemara's proof is that the very fact that Avraham
outlived Sarah, proves that one who submits a case to Hashem against
his fellow is punished for his own sins first; thus Sarah, who submitted
a case against Avraham to Hashem, died first.

In light of this explanation, we need to understand why Rashi
explains that the Gemara's proof is from that which, nmx 12 810 - it
was Avraham alone who buried her. That seems to be a very side
point; for the proof is not so much from the fact that Avraham buried
Sarah, as much as from the fact that Avraham outlived Sarah.
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The Gemara in Yevomos "y no) teaches us the following law
regarding a woman's claim to bear children. jnn3 177 7°np% *RNRT K00
INR N712P2 N AT RI0IN RNNKR 70 K22 K2 772 190K NTRD°0 82 12 N
102 8T RN °3 - There was this woman who came before Rav Nachman
and demanded a divorce because her husband could not bear
children. Rav Nachman told her, "You are not charged with the
Mitzvah of procreation and therefore cannot sue for divorce". She
replied to him, "But does this woman not need a cane for her hand,
and a shovel for her burial?![i.e. "I want to bear children so that they
will support me in my old age and tend to my burial when I die".]
Rav Nachman then said, "With a claim such as this, we certainly

force the husband to divorce his wife.
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We can explain that Rashi knew that the Gemara's proof to the notion
that 'one who submits his case to Hashem is punished first' cannot be
from the fact that Avraham outlived Sarah; for how can we know that
if not for the sin of submitting her case to Hashem, she would have
outlived Avraham? Maybe her allotted years were originally set to be
less than the years allotted to Avraham.

Furthermore, the Midrash clearly implies that Sarah did indeed live
out her allotted years on this world, and did not die early as punishment
for any sin; for the Midrash ¢x n 1 cites the following Passuk in
Tehillim in regard to Sarah's years, and expounds as follows. ‘n y7i°
D°°DA DNIIY 32 DD°DR 1YW DY MR DIV DDYNN 0n°nn *n? - 'Hashem
knows the days of the perfect'... Just as righteous are perfect, so are
their years perfect, i.e. they live out the full number of years originally
allotted to them.

Rashi thus understood that the intended proof must be as follows.
When Sarah appealed for children, it cannot be that it was due to the
commandment of procreation, for a woman is not commanded to do
so. Rather her claim, which she eventually submitted to Hashem, was
for 'a cane in her hand, and a shovel for her burial’. Thus, when we
find that she did not merit having her son involved with her burial,
rather it was Avraham alone who buried her, this proves she was
punished on behalf of that very claim which she submitted to Heaven;
and therefore the very claim that she submitted to Hashem was denied
to her.

Thus, Rashi explains the Gemara as follows. Whoever submits
judgement of his fellow to Heaven, is punished for his own sins first,
as it is stated... 'And Avraham came to eulogize Sarah and bewail
her' - it was Avraham alone who buried her.
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