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MAZEL TOV TO THE CHAIT AND DEUTSCH FAMILIES ON THE MARRIAGE OF THEIR CHILDREN, RACHEL AND BENNY.

The Zera Emes Project by Rabbi Moshe Hubner was created to honor and share the Torah of over 250 Gedolim who weren’t zocheh to descendants of their
own. Their legacy lives on through their words of Torah and emunah that continue to inspire and touch countless lives. By bringing their timeless divrei
Torah and wisdom to life, we create a powerful connection to the past to help inspire today’s generation.

For sponsorship opportunities or to sign up to the weekly newsletter, email weekly@zeraemes.com or visit www.zeraemes.com

Rashi’s Segulah for Having Children

People are always searching for segulos.
Whether for parnassah, health, or the
zechus to be blessed with children, we
look for ways to merit the yeshuah we
so desperately need.

Rav Azriel Yehudah Leibowitz (Lech
Lecha, p. 132) points to a fascinating
segulah cited by Rashi, in which Rashi
connects the middah of humility and
producing children. The idea appears in
a Midrash, but Rashi’s words clarify the
segulah.

At the beginning of this week’s parashah,
Hashem commands Avraham to leave
his homeland and embark on a journey.
Leaving the familiar behind comes at
a cost. A traveler’s ability to expand
his family are diminished, his financial
situation suffers, and his reputation must
be established anew in each place he
settles.

Hashem therefore promises Avraham
three brachos: children, wealth, and a
great name. The very things that might be
compromised by his journey will become
the gifts with which Hashem blesses him.

But there is a required connection between
Hashem’s promise and Avraham’s
character, making him the perfect person
to receive them.

The Torah (Bereishis
10:25) tells us that Ever
had two sons. He named
the elder Peleg, “because
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Rashi explains that, just as
the name Peleg reflected
a future event through which Ever
demonstrated his prophetic insight, so too
the name Yoktan was chosen with ruach
hakodesh. The name is related to the word
katan, small. Ever foresaw that his son
would make himself small — that he would
be humble — and would therefore merit
establishing numerous families.

How do we know that Yoktan possessed
humility? Rashi answers because the
Torah lists thirteen sons descended from
him (Bereishis 10:26-29). Rashi teaches
us that Yoktan’s humility was the reason
he was able to establish so many families.
His greatness came through making
himself small.

Here, Rav Leibowitz finds a remarkable
segulah for us: humility can serve as a
segulah for having children.

RABBI E. LEBOVITS
165 RODNEY BTREET
BRooKLYH I, WL Y

£V 7-3600

dan
7) ¥ofl M/( W ,()/} w,mi Ao nle TM K

?KJ, nﬁ,h na3 7
GGty (7

Chief Tabbl of Cong. Khal Adas Yereim
2131 Leo Avenus, Brooklyn 11, N, Y.
EV 40

.
nic

otk NdT
mr?}’)f—'

Rav Leibowitz takes this idea a step
further. Avraham Avinu was the very
embodiment of humility. When speaking
to Hashem, he described himself as “dust
and ashes” (Bereishis 18:27). The Gemara
(Sotah 5a) teaches that Hashem rests His
Presence with the humble, as the passuk
states, “I dwell ... with the contrite and
humble of spirit” (Yeshayah 57:15).

Rav Leibowitz explains that the brachos
at the beginning of Lech Lecha carry an
additional dimension. Hashem promises
Avraham that He will bless him with
children and make him into a great nation.
Avraham’s humility was not incidental to
the promise; it was the very quality that
made him worthy of having Hashem rest
upon him and give him children.

TEFILLOS FOR CHILDREN
R’ Yehudah Greenwald (Bereishis 9:7) uses



Rashi’s teaching to explain a familiar line in the
tefillah of Elokai Netzor. The Gemara (Berachos
17a) records the source of this tefillah, in which
we say: ‘57570 29% 10y w1’ — “May my soul be
like dust to everyone.”

Tosafos explain that this is
a ftefillah for the continuity
of our descendants: just as
the dust of the earth cannot
be destroyed, so too may
our descendants never be
extinguished.

But what is the connection

between dust and children? .

R’ YEHUDAH GREENWALD

Rav  Greenwald explains

that Rashi has already given us the key. Dust
represents humility, the willingness to make
oneself small. And humility, as Rashi teaches in
the context of Yoktan, is connected to the ability
to establish families. The words “%5% 9ov5 *won
777” therefore express more than a request to be
humble. They can also be understood as a tefillah
for the zechus of children and for the continued
existence of our descendants.

A PROMISE FULFILLED
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THE UNNATURAL WORLD
Later in the parashah, Avraham is confronted with
what seems to be an insurmountable obstacle to
the fulfillment of Hashem’s promise. By the laws
of nature, he and Sarah are not destined to have a
child. Hashem reassures him that
the future of Klal Yisrael is not
determined by the limitations of
nature.

The Jewish people are born into a
world in which the natural order
does not have the final word. What
seems impossible can become
reality.
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Perhaps this is the deeper meaning
ofasegulah. Itisnotarote action or
tefillah. Rather, it allows us to connect to Hashem’s
unnatural world, where anything can happen. A
humble person recognizes that he is not the master
of his own destiny and that allows him to enter
Hashem’s unnatural world.

The promise of a segulah is therefore not that we
can predict the outcome. It is that we can work on
ourselves and strengthen our connection to the One
for Whom nothing is impossible.

Recently, the Porges family publicized a written promise from Rav Azriel Yehudah Leibowitz,
demonstrating how the words of a tzaddik can come to fruition. Tzaddikim live in the unnatural world.
At times, through them, others gain access to that reality as well.

R’ Yehudah Zev Klein relates an incredible story regarding his rebbi, Rav Leibowitz. In 1972 the Viener
Yeshivah in Williamsburg wanted to purchase a building to serve as a dining room and a dormitory.
The one that met their needs was owned by the Porges family. Mrs. Porges was a Holocaust survivor.
Rav Leibowitz approached her about purchasing the building, and she did not hesitate to sell it to the
yeshivah. Rav Leibowitz asked her for a $25,000 discount (which, adjusted for inflation, would be well
over a million-dollar discount in today’s market). She agreed on one condition. She was 54 years old,
and she said, “l want a promise that | will live a healthy life until ’'m 100 years old.” Rav Leibowitz said,
“Awoman who is such a baalas chessed deserves it,” and he immediately gave her a brachah that her
request be fulfilled. She responded, “I want it in writing — that | will live a healthy, fully functional life
until I’'m 100 years old.” At the closing of the sale of the building, she received the letter.

Mrs Porges lived another 46 years, during which she remained strong and healthy, never even needing
medication until her last day. When she turned 100 years old (some say it was on her birthday) she
passed away.

Tzaddikim live in the unnatural world - the real world - and sometimes we have the merit to get a
glimpse inside.
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Rav Azriel Yehudah Leibowitz
(Nisan  1910-Rosh  Hashanah
1991). Born in Paks, Hungary, he
was a student of R” Mordechai
Winkler (1844-1932) of Mad
(Levushei  Mordechai) and
R' Eliezer David Grunwald of
Satmar. R' Leibowitz married
Sheindel Rivka Rosenberg (1905-
2005), daughter of R’ Yitzchak
(1860-1944), Rav of Hadhaz.
During the Holocaust, his father-
in-law R’ Yitzchak Rosenberg
perished  from  deprivation,
but R’ Azriel Yehudah survived
Theresienstadt, returned
to Hadhaz, and re-opened
the yeshiva for about 30-35
talmidim. In the Summer of
1946, he left Hungary, traveled
to Tangier, Morocco, and then
settled in the US. in 1961.
Following the passing of Rabbi
Yonasan Steiff (1877-1958), he
was asked to lead the Viener
Kehillah in New York, which he
faithfully served for close to 30
years.

nEARA
TONMIM

R*  Yehudah  Greenwald
(1849-19 Adar 1920) was a
student of the Ksav Sofer
and married the daughter
of R’ Yosef Yuzpa Sofer,
Hyd, the third son of the
Chasam Sofer. R’ Yehudah
was Rav of Bonihad, Shurin,
and later of Satmar (1898)
where he opened a Yeshivah
and shaped the city into a
Torah center. He used to
say that his students were
his children  “bgashmiys”
and his divrei Torah were his
children b’ruchnius. He had
many chashuva talmidim. R’
Shmuel Wosner writes about
his great uncle that the floor-
boards where R’ Yehudah
would sit and cry while he
recited kriyas shema at night
was ruined from his tears. His
sefer Shevet Mei’Yehudah was
published in 1928 by his twin
brother’s son-in-law.



