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 was born in Lithuania and ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן שַךְ זַצַ״ל
learned in Ponevezh יבָה  at age 7. At 13, he moved יְשִׁ
to Slabodka יבָה יד מֻבְהָק and became a ,יְשִׁ ר׳  of תַלְמִׁ

יסר זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל יסר זַלְמַן .אִׁ יכָה gave him ר׳ אִׁ  and also סְמִׁ
proposed ְר׳ שַך’s marriage to his niece, Gittel Golomovsky in 1923. 
-From 1927 ”.זְכוּת is in her תוֹרָה would often remark, “All my ר׳ שַךְ
1939 he served as יבָה ר׳  ,in Kletsk and Karlin. During WWII ראֹש יְשִׁ
שְרָאֵל moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to שַךְ  רַ״מ and was אֶרֶץ יִׁ
in ים יבָה until 1952. Then he became עֵץ חַיִׁ  of Ponovezh. The ראֹש יְשִׁ
יש  The truth is beloved to him!” and — הָאֱמֶת אָהוּב אֵצְלוֹ“ ,said חֲזוֹן אִׁ
he stood up for ְר׳ שַך. The Steipler insisted that ְר׳ שַך must approve 
every public letter and sign on top. He authored י י עֶזְרִׁ  .אַבִׁ

  ט״ז מרחשון
5654?–5762 
1894?–2001 

The תּוֹרָה explains that עֵשָו was called אֱדוֹם, 
red, because he asked יַעֲקֹב for red 
lentils. R' Elazar Menachem Man Shach 
 asked; “Is that one small meal so זַצַ״ל
important that עֵשָו’s name, which 
defines him, should change forever!” 
He answered, “Yes, liking red defines 
 Just like a child has a meaningless .עֵשָו
love for the color red, similarly, עֵשָו was 
more attracted to the colorful red lentils 
than to his everlasting כוֹרָה עוֹלָם  birthright, or his ,בְּ
 זַצַ״ל Source: R’ Mattisyahu Salomon                                            ”!הַבָא

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.

בס״ד
Pirchei Agudas Yisroel of AmericaLearning from our Leaders

בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

ית יב:א( … וַיאֹמֶר ד׳ אֶל אַבְרָם לֶךְ לְךָ    אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר אַרְאֶךָ )בְרֵאשִׁ  
 Hashem said to Avram, “Go for yourself … to the land that I 
will show you” 
 commanded him to ד׳ .was faced with a difficult test אַבְרָם 
cut his ties with his birthplace and family and head to an as-yet-
unspecified land. ״י  to אַבְרָם command ד׳ asks, why did פָסוּק on this רַשִׁ
go, without telling אַבְרָם precisely where it was that He wanted him to 
go? 
״י   wanted his arrival at the final ד׳ explains that רַשִׁ
destination to be precious in אַבְרָם’s eyes. ד׳ also wanted to reward 
 .that he obeyed ד׳ for every word of אַבְרָם
 The Steipler Gaon זַצַ״ל, in רְכַת פֶרֶץ  offers an important ,בִׁ
insight. Unaware of when it would end, every step of אַבְרָם’s journey 
was an act of faith. When he finally did arrive at his destination,  אֶרֶץ
 his joy and appreciation were far greater than they would have ,כְנַעַן
been if he had received the complete directions initially. The Steipler 
applies this concept to ימוּד הַתּוֹרָה  If one struggles to understand a .לִׁ
piece of גְמָרָא and the meaning is obscure, he may feel frustrated. 
However, if he works to resolve the difficulty, when he finally does 
solve the problem, his joy is very great, much more than it would have 
been if he had understood it immediately. 
 This motivating thought will help those for whom learning 
and understanding תּוֹרָה comes with great effort. One who fights the 

discouraging feelings will ultimately succeed. The energy used in 
struggling to understand תּוֹרָה will strongly impress the תּוֹרָה into one’s 
memory. 
 R' Shlomo Heiman זַצַ״ל once came to R' Baruch Ber זַצַ״ל’s 
home and found him dancing around the table with some of his 
students. As it was an ordinary weekday, he was curious as to what 
event had motivated this dancing. A יד  explained to R' Shlomo that תַּלְמִׁ
for the past few days their י  had struggled to understand the רֶבִׁ
meaning of a comment of the רַשְבָ״א, but he was unable to fully 
comprehend exactly what the רַשְבָ״א was trying to convey. Then, in a 
conversation with a יד  .s intent suddenly became clear’רַשְבָ״א the ,תַּלְמִׁ
Ecstatic that, at last, he had an understanding of the רַשְבָ״א’s intent, 
the י  grabbed hold of his students’ hands and danced around the רֶבִׁ
table! 
 R' Baruch Ber’s מְחָה  joy, left an everlasting impression on ,שִׁ
R' Shlomo. He had merited to witness R' Baruch Ber’s joy in acquiring 
 knowledge. No joy in the world could ever compare to the תּוֹרָה
spiritual joy R' Shlomo had seen that day! 
           The lesson learned from this episode is not limited to תּוֹרָה 
study. It extends to any matter with which one struggles to achieve a 
goal. One should realize that his success will be far greater specifically 
because of all the difficult obstacles he encountered along the way.  

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way (with kind permission from R’ Sholom Smith) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI The Chazon Ish once met an elderly 
Yid from Tzfas who remembered the 

Ridvaz from his childhood.

The Ridvaz turned onto the 
street leading to the main shul:

The Ridvaz was a captivating speaker, and everyone 
came to hear his Shabbos Shuvah drashah.

Reb Shlomo, do you 
recall any unusual 

stories?

Yes, there was one 
Shabbos Shuvah that 
I will never forget...

Oh, my! Who is 
that in a tallis?

I don’t believe 
what I’m seeing...

Oy, vey! Such a large crowd! 
I don’t want to disturb them 

when I walk in. It would be such 
a ‘tirchah’ for so many people 

...I have an idea!

א‘תשרי   1913 - 1845  5673 - 5605

This small 
window is near the 

aron hakodesh, and 
my seat is not far...

Here is a seat 
for an older 

person...

Thank you 
so much.

This is a real 
lesson in humility 

and caring that I will 
never forget!

ן זְאֵב  and ר׳ זְאֵב was born in Korbin, Belarus, to (רִידְבַ״ז also known as the) זַצַ״ל Wilovsky ר׳ יַעֲקֺב דָוִד בֶּ
נדִיל  He married Miriam Bluma Karlinsky (daughter .עִלוּי Even at a young age, he was recognized as an .העֶּ
of שְלֹמֺה and רייזל). The רִידְבַ״ז held many Rabbinical posts including Izballin (1868), Bobruisk (1876), 
Vilna (1881), Polotsk (1883), Vilkomir (1887), and Slutsk (1890-1900). In Slutsk, רִידְבַ״ז was selected to 
serve as the chief rabbi, where he established a יְשִיבָה in 1896 and appointed R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
 came to America to raise funds to enable him to print his רִידְבַ״ז In 1900, the .מְנַהֵל to serve as זַצַ״ל
ר נְזִיקִין He then returned to Russia to print his writings, where he dedicated the .סְפָרִים  to his סֵדֶּ
American patrons.  From 1903 to 1905, רִידְבַ״ז returned to the USA where was elected זְקַן הָרַבָנִים (elder 
rabbi) of the United Orthodox Rabbis of America. In 1903 the רִידְבַ״ז was appointed to serve as chief 
rabbi of the Russo-American congregations in Chicago. The רִידְבַ״ז emigrated to צְפַת in 1905. His סְפָרִים 

included: חִדּוּשֵי רִידְבַ״ז and תּוֹסְפוֹת רִי״ד on the נִמוּקֵי רִידְבַ״ז ,יְרוּשַלְמִי on תּוֹרָה, and many others. 
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1. Some nations were skeptical that אַבְרָהָם was saved from the 
fiery furnace at ים  ?What made believers out of them .אוּר כַשְדִּ

2. Who informed אַבְרָהָם of לוֹט’s capture, and what motivated this 
person to do so? 

1. The miraculous emergence of מֶלֶךְ סְדוֹם from the lime pit in ִּים ִּד  עֵמֶק הַש
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting ִּים ִּס ֶּאֱרֹת) נ ֶּאֱרֹת ב  .(14:10 — ד״ה ב

 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 

1. Some nations were skeptical that אַבְרָהָם was saved from the 
fiery furnace at ים  ?What made believers out of them .אוּר כַשְדִּ

2. Who informed אַבְרָהָם of לוֹט’s capture, and what motivated this 
person to do so? 

1. The miraculous emergence of מֶלֶךְ סְדוֹם from the lime pit in ִּים ִּד  עֵמֶק הַש
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting ִּים ִּס ֶּאֱרֹת) נ ֶּאֱרֹת ב  .(14:10 — ד״ה ב

 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ם …  דֶּ קֶּ סַע לוֹט מִּ ית יג:יא… וַיִּ יב(-וַיֶּאֱהַל עַד סְדֹם )בְרֵאשִּ  
 journeyed from the east … and pitched his tents as far לוֹט 
as סְדֹם. 
 The word ם דֶּ ם is often translated as east. The word קֶּ דֶּ  can קֶּ
also mean Ancient One. By leaving לוֹט ,אַבְרָהָם separated himself 
ל עוֹלָם קַדְמוֹנוֹ שֶּ  By parting .[ד׳] from the Ancient One of the World ,מִּ
from אַבְרָהָם and joining סְדֹם’s sinful people, לוֹט was embarking on a 
path that would create an eternal rift between his future generations 
and those of אַבְרָהָם. 
 Yet, amazingly, לוֹט himself, despite living in סְדֹם which was 
notorious for its cruelty to guests, retained his appreciation for the 
צְוָה ים of מִּ  and at great personal risk welcomed the הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
angels, disguised as wayfarers, who had come to save him. The 
devotion to this צְוָה  אַבְרָהָם had learned in the house of לוֹט that מִּ
made a lasting impression on him, one that even the polluted 
environment of סְדֹם could not destroy. 
 The impression made by a י בִּ ים upon his רֶּ ידִּ  can last תַלְמִּ
forever. The גְמָרָא states (:בָבָא בַתְרָא ח):  ים לְעוֹלָם ים כַכוֹכָבִּ יקֵי הָרַבִּ וּמַצְדִּ
ד  And those who make the many righteous [will shine] like the — וָעֶּ
stars forever and ever — these are the ינוֹקוֹת  those who] מְלַמְדֵי תִּ
teach תוֹרָה to children]. In contrast to the sun and the moon which 
rise and set in the sky, the stars are in fact in the sky at all times, but 
their light is hidden during daylight hours. Similarly, a י בִּ  s influence’רֶּ
upon his ים ידִּ יד is forever; long after the תַלְמִּ  has been promoted תַלְמִּ
from a י בִּ יד s classroom, that’רֶּ  s way of thinking and his way of’תַלְמִּ
life is still being influenced by the י בִּ  though in a more subtle/hidden ,רֶּ
way. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 

 As youth director at Congregation Shaarei Tefilah in 
Lawrence, NY, R' Avraham Walkin rewards his charges for their 

accomplishments by taking them on outings. Once, he took a group 
of boys to a park where they spent a good part of the afternoon. 
When they returned to R' Walkin’s car for the return trip home, R' 
Walkin discovered that he did not have his keys. One of the boys had 
borrowed the keys to get something that he had left in the car, and 
had not returned them. The boy now realized that he had lost the 
keys, probably in the park. 
 The group returned to the park only to find that it was 
closed for the day. At the entrance stood the park supervisor with 
two rows of policemen behind him. 
 R' Walkin explained his predicament to the supervisor, but 
the man would not allow him into the park to search for the keys. He 
said that the park personnel had left for the day, and he could not 
allow anyone inside. R' Walkin pleaded with the man to make an 
exception because of the unusual circumstances, but the man would 
not budge. 
 Suddenly, one of the police officers came forward, 
embraced R' Walkin, and cried out, “Rabbi Walkin! I have not seen 
you since I graduated twelve years ago! I still think about you from 
time to time.” He then whispered into R' Walkin’s ear, “I still put on 
ין לִּ  ”.תְפִּ
 Turning to the supervisor, the officer said, “This rabbi had 
the greatest impact on my life of anyone. Please let him in. I vouch 
for his integrity.” 
 The supervisor turned to R' Walkin. 
 “If this police officer considers you his role model and 
vouches for you, then I must let you in.” 
 R' Walkin went inside and found that his keys had been 
brought to the park’s lost and found office, where he claimed them. 
 A י בִּ  .s impact can last forever’רֶּ

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission, ArtScroll) 
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Lasting Impressions 

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• There is an opinion that one can resolve any doubts 
regarding  ַיב הָרוּח נַז) מַשִּׁ כְׁ רֵה repeating — נוּסָח אַשְׁ מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  (שְׁ
by saying 90 times:  ַיב הָרוּח יעַ מַשִּׁ הוֹשִּׁ ים אַתָה רַב לְׁ חַיֶה מֵתִּׁ מְׁ

חֶסֶד ים בְׁ כֵל חַיִּׁ כַלְׁ יד הַגֶשֶם מְׁ  .וּמוֹרִּׁ
• The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר states that לָה חִּׁ כַתְׁ  one should say the לְׁ

above passage 100 times.  
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Are you aware of the 
dictionary definition for theft? 
Based on the official Webster 
Dictionary; theft is the unlawful 
(i.e. through the act of burglary) 
taking of personal property with 
intent to deprive the rightful 
owner of it.   
 Let me share with you a 
story about R' Elazar Menachem 
Man Shach ״ל צַּ  that will give you זַּ
a better insight into the תוֹרָה 
definition of theft. 
 In (1972) תשל״ב, R' 
Shach needed to undergo an 
operation for the removal of a 
tumor. The ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה’s situation 
was quite serious and he did not 
allow any visitors to see him on 
the day of the scheduled 
operation. He explained to his 
very close family members, 
“Every second is very important 
now. I may soon arrive in the 
 World of Truth, and I ,עוֹלָם הָאֶמֶת
must prepare myself to arrive 
with ֹלְמוּדוֹ בְיָדו  my learning in ,תַּ
order (.פְסָחִים נ)!” 
 As he was about to be 

wheeled into the operation 
room, he noticed his son-in-law 
talking to the doctor who was to 
perform the operation. 
 R' Shach asked his 
לְמִיד  Rav Meir Heisler, who was ,תַּ
accompanying him, “What is 
holding up the operation?” 
 “They are talking to the 
surgeon,” he explained, “to 
ensure that everything will 
proceed in order.” 
 “There is a serious 
problem of גְזֵלָה, theft, here!” 
protested R' Shach. “The doctor 
has responsibilities to all of his 
patients, and you are stealing his 
time from the others patients by 
discussing the case of a single 
individual!” 
 My לְמִיד  רֶבִי imagine a ,תַּ
is waiting for the whole class to 
quiet down and you are still 
shmoozing with someone. Would 
it cross your mind that you are 
more than likely, stealing ‘time’ 
from the רֶבִי and your 
classmates? 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted: The Rav Shach Haggadah (ArtScroll) 

ם יד הַגֶּשֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  מַשִּׁ
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend 
What is the connection between making 
the wind blow and making the rain 
descend? The עֵץ יוֹסֵף explains that the wind 
blowing is one powerful force controlled by 
 the rain descending is another such ;ד׳
force. These two forces work together. 
Each individual rain droplet is designated 
by ד׳ to fall from the sky and land on an 
exact location on the ground. ד׳’s strongest 
wind just carries the raindrop to a 
pinpointed spot in a field; it does not 
change the place ד׳ planned for any droplet 
of rain. This is the meaning of  גְבוּרוֹת
מִים  the might of the rain. This is also ,הַגְשָׁ
true for any area of ה סָׁ  livelihood. There ,פַרְנָׁ
is no other force that can ever change the 
destination of the ה סָׁ  has ד׳ that פַרְנָׁ
designated for you.  

Sage Sayings

R' Shach זַצַ״ל would say in the name of the ים  ,חָפֵץ חַיִּ
that living רָאֵל שְׂ  חֲזַ״ל .is like owning a pair of shoes אֶרֶץ יִּ
teach us that one must spend a great effort to 
purchase shoes. The ים  ,would explain further חָפֵץ חַיִּ
י האָבּן אַ “ יז אַזוֹי װִּ רָאֵל אָן תּוֹרָה אִּ שְׂ ין אֶרֶץ יִּ אָבּעֶר װוֹינעֶן אִּ
יךְ אָן אַ מעֶנטש װאָס קעֶן זײֵ אָנטאָן  ,However — פּאָר שִּ
living in רָאֵל שְׂ  is like having a pair of ,תּוֹרָה without אֶרֶץ יִּ
shoes with no one to wear them!” Source: The Rav Shach Hagaddah (ArtScroll) 
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 born in 5501/1741, in ,זַצַ״ל Kalir אֶלְעָזָר
Rechnitz. He was born after the passing of his 
father, and was named אֶלְעָזָר after him. The 
orphan was brought up in the home of his 
maternal grandfather, R' Meir Eisenstadt, the 
 he was already ,בָחוּר As a young .פָנִים מֵאִירוֹת
fluent in the entire שַ״ס. 
 He was appointed to serve as רָב in 
Zablodawa, where, in 5526/1766, he 
published his דְרָשוֹת together with the  סֵפֶר
 סֵפֶר from his grandfather. This ,כָתְנוֹת אוֹר
impressed all those who learned it with the 
sharpness and clarity of its young מְחַבֵר. 
 At age 27, ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר was appointed 
 in his home town, Rechnitz. He founded a רָב
 a ,תַלְמִידִים there, where he taught many יְשִיבָה
number of whom became גְדוֹלֵי יִשְרָאֵל, 
including  R' Betzalel Ranshbourg זַצַ״ל. 
 His fame as a leading פוֹסֵק and רָב 
spread while he was in Rechnitz, and many of 
the generation’s leading רַבָנִים addressed their 
שו״ת  to him. This was the basis of his שְאֵלוֹת
 פְטִירָה which was published after his ,חֵקֶר הֲלָכָה
by his son R' Aleksander Ziskind זַצַ״ל. In 1781, 
 to קְהִלּוֹת was invited by three leading ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר
serve as their רָב: Vizhnitz, Boskowitz and 
Kellen. He chose to settle in Kellen. 
 His other סְפָרִים include אוֹר חָדָש (on 
 ,(דְרָשוֹת a collection of) חַוֹת יָאִיר ,(מַסֶכֶת פְסָחִים
and other חִדוּשִים on many מַסֶכְתוֹת that were 
never printed. 

This Week in History

Understanding
Davening

Due to a number of requests from our readers, we will now focus on 
some of the mispronounced words found in רֵה מֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  Some of these .שְׁ
actually change the meaning and others are small nuances in 
mispronunciation. The first 3 chosen are found in the very first רָכָה  :בְׁ
דֵי or גּוֹמֵל חֲסָדִים (1  sounding more ס are sometimes read with the חַסְׁ
like a ז. 
) many say the word with a Segol וֵאלֹקֵי יַעֲקֹב (2 ֶ ) under the ו like the first 
two אֱלֹקֵי. It is a Tsere ( ֵ ).   
נֵיהֶם (3 נֵי בְׁ ) has no dagesh לִבְׁ ּ ) inside the letter ב in נֵיהֶם   .בְׁ
*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of 
your precious פִלּוֹת  .תְׁ

1) Correct: חֲסָדִים and ְׁדֵי ְׁדֵי or חֲזָדִים :incorrect ;חַס  .חַז
2) Correct: וֵאלֹקֵי יַעֲקֹב (the א is swallowed); incorrect: וֶאלֹקֵי יַעֲקֹב (with Segol). 
3) Correct: ְׁנֵיהֶם ְׁנֵי ב ְׁנֵיהֶם :incorrect ;לִב ְׁנֵי ב  .(with dagesh) לִב
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Daveningשמונע עשרה Right?



     

1. Some nations were skeptical that אַבְרָהָם was saved from the 
fiery furnace at ים  ?What made believers out of them .אוּר כַשְדִּ

2. Who informed אַבְרָהָם of לוֹט’s capture, and what motivated this 
person to do so? 

1. The miraculous emergence of מֶלֶךְ סְדוֹם from the lime pit in ִּים ִּד  עֵמֶק הַש
convinced the skeptics of that time of the existence of a universal power that 
was capable of effecting ִּים ִּס ֶּאֱרֹת) נ ֶּאֱרֹת ב  .(14:10 — ד״ה ב

 would be אַבְרָהָם hoping that ,אַבְרָהָם who escaped from the war, informed ,עוֹג .2
killed in battle, so that he, עוֹג, could marry (14:13 — ד״ה וַיָּבאֹ הַפָּלִיט) שָרָה. 
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ם …  דֶּ קֶּ סַע לוֹט מִּ ית יג:יא… וַיִּ יב(-וַיֶּאֱהַל עַד סְדֹם )בְרֵאשִּ  
 journeyed from the east … and pitched his tents as far לוֹט 
as סְדֹם. 
 The word ם דֶּ ם is often translated as east. The word קֶּ דֶּ  can קֶּ
also mean Ancient One. By leaving לוֹט ,אַבְרָהָם separated himself 
ל עוֹלָם קַדְמוֹנוֹ שֶּ  By parting .[ד׳] from the Ancient One of the World ,מִּ
from אַבְרָהָם and joining סְדֹם’s sinful people, לוֹט was embarking on a 
path that would create an eternal rift between his future generations 
and those of אַבְרָהָם. 
 Yet, amazingly, לוֹט himself, despite living in סְדֹם which was 
notorious for its cruelty to guests, retained his appreciation for the 
צְוָה ים of מִּ  and at great personal risk welcomed the הַכְנָסַת אוֹרְחִּ
angels, disguised as wayfarers, who had come to save him. The 
devotion to this צְוָה  אַבְרָהָם had learned in the house of לוֹט that מִּ
made a lasting impression on him, one that even the polluted 
environment of סְדֹם could not destroy. 
 The impression made by a י בִּ ים upon his רֶּ ידִּ  can last תַלְמִּ
forever. The גְמָרָא states (:בָבָא בַתְרָא ח):  ים לְעוֹלָם ים כַכוֹכָבִּ יקֵי הָרַבִּ וּמַצְדִּ
ד  And those who make the many righteous [will shine] like the — וָעֶּ
stars forever and ever — these are the ינוֹקוֹת  those who] מְלַמְדֵי תִּ
teach תוֹרָה to children]. In contrast to the sun and the moon which 
rise and set in the sky, the stars are in fact in the sky at all times, but 
their light is hidden during daylight hours. Similarly, a י בִּ  s influence’רֶּ
upon his ים ידִּ יד is forever; long after the תַלְמִּ  has been promoted תַלְמִּ
from a י בִּ יד s classroom, that’רֶּ  s way of thinking and his way of’תַלְמִּ
life is still being influenced by the י בִּ  though in a more subtle/hidden ,רֶּ
way. 

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 

 As youth director at Congregation Shaarei Tefilah in 
Lawrence, NY, R' Avraham Walkin rewards his charges for their 

accomplishments by taking them on outings. Once, he took a group 
of boys to a park where they spent a good part of the afternoon. 
When they returned to R' Walkin’s car for the return trip home, R' 
Walkin discovered that he did not have his keys. One of the boys had 
borrowed the keys to get something that he had left in the car, and 
had not returned them. The boy now realized that he had lost the 
keys, probably in the park. 
 The group returned to the park only to find that it was 
closed for the day. At the entrance stood the park supervisor with 
two rows of policemen behind him. 
 R' Walkin explained his predicament to the supervisor, but 
the man would not allow him into the park to search for the keys. He 
said that the park personnel had left for the day, and he could not 
allow anyone inside. R' Walkin pleaded with the man to make an 
exception because of the unusual circumstances, but the man would 
not budge. 
 Suddenly, one of the police officers came forward, 
embraced R' Walkin, and cried out, “Rabbi Walkin! I have not seen 
you since I graduated twelve years ago! I still think about you from 
time to time.” He then whispered into R' Walkin’s ear, “I still put on 
ין לִּ  ”.תְפִּ
 Turning to the supervisor, the officer said, “This rabbi had 
the greatest impact on my life of anyone. Please let him in. I vouch 
for his integrity.” 
 The supervisor turned to R' Walkin. 
 “If this police officer considers you his role model and 
vouches for you, then I must let you in.” 
 R' Walkin went inside and found that his keys had been 
brought to the park’s lost and found office, where he claimed them. 
 A י בִּ  .s impact can last forever’רֶּ

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission, ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Lasting Impressions 

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
רִיד  יב הָרווּחַ ווּמווֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• There is an opinion that one can resolve any doubts 
regarding  ַיב הָרוּח נַז) מַשִּׁ כְׁ רֵה repeating — נוּסָח אַשְׁ מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ  (שְׁ
by saying 90 times:  ַיב הָרוּח יעַ מַשִּׁ הוֹשִּׁ ים אַתָה רַב לְׁ חַיֶה מֵתִּׁ מְׁ

חֶסֶד ים בְׁ כֵל חַיִּׁ כַלְׁ יד הַגֶשֶם מְׁ  .וּמוֹרִּׁ
• The חֲתַם סוֹפֵר states that לָה חִּׁ כַתְׁ  one should say the לְׁ

above passage 100 times.  
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Are you aware of the 
dictionary definition for theft? 
Based on the official Webster 
Dictionary; theft is the unlawful 
(i.e. through the act of burglary) 
taking of personal property with 
intent to deprive the rightful 
owner of it.   
 Let me share with you a 
story about R' Elazar Menachem 
Man Shach ״ל צַּ  that will give you זַּ
a better insight into the תוֹרָה 
definition of theft. 
 In (1972) תשל״ב, R' 
Shach needed to undergo an 
operation for the removal of a 
tumor. The ראֹשׁ יְשִׁיבָה’s situation 
was quite serious and he did not 
allow any visitors to see him on 
the day of the scheduled 
operation. He explained to his 
very close family members, 
“Every second is very important 
now. I may soon arrive in the 
 World of Truth, and I ,עוֹלָם הָאֶמֶת
must prepare myself to arrive 
with ֹלְמוּדוֹ בְיָדו  my learning in ,תַּ
order (.פְסָחִים נ)!” 
 As he was about to be 

wheeled into the operation 
room, he noticed his son-in-law 
talking to the doctor who was to 
perform the operation. 
 R' Shach asked his 
לְמִיד  Rav Meir Heisler, who was ,תַּ
accompanying him, “What is 
holding up the operation?” 
 “They are talking to the 
surgeon,” he explained, “to 
ensure that everything will 
proceed in order.” 
 “There is a serious 
problem of גְזֵלָה, theft, here!” 
protested R' Shach. “The doctor 
has responsibilities to all of his 
patients, and you are stealing his 
time from the others patients by 
discussing the case of a single 
individual!” 
 My לְמִיד  רֶבִי imagine a ,תַּ
is waiting for the whole class to 
quiet down and you are still 
shmoozing with someone. Would 
it cross your mind that you are 
more than likely, stealing ‘time’ 
from the רֶבִי and your 
classmates? 

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
 רֶבִי Your   ,בְיְדִידוּת

Story adapted: The Rav Shach Haggadah (ArtScroll) 

ם יד הַגֶּשֶּ יב הָרוּחַ וּמוֹרִּׁ  מַשִּׁ
Who makes the wind blow and makes the 

rain descend 
What is the connection between making 
the wind blow and making the rain 
descend? The עֵץ יוֹסֵף explains that the wind 
blowing is one powerful force controlled by 
 the rain descending is another such ;ד׳
force. These two forces work together. 
Each individual rain droplet is designated 
by ד׳ to fall from the sky and land on an 
exact location on the ground. ד׳’s strongest 
wind just carries the raindrop to a 
pinpointed spot in a field; it does not 
change the place ד׳ planned for any droplet 
of rain. This is the meaning of  גְבוּרוֹת
מִים  the might of the rain. This is also ,הַגְשָׁ
true for any area of ה סָׁ  livelihood. There ,פַרְנָׁ
is no other force that can ever change the 
destination of the ה סָׁ  has ד׳ that פַרְנָׁ
designated for you.  

Sage Sayings

R' Shach זַצַ״ל would say in the name of the ים  ,חָפֵץ חַיִּ
that living רָאֵל שְׂ  חֲזַ״ל .is like owning a pair of shoes אֶרֶץ יִּ
teach us that one must spend a great effort to 
purchase shoes. The ים  ,would explain further חָפֵץ חַיִּ
י האָבּן אַ “ יז אַזוֹי װִּ רָאֵל אָן תּוֹרָה אִּ שְׂ ין אֶרֶץ יִּ אָבּעֶר װוֹינעֶן אִּ
יךְ אָן אַ מעֶנטש װאָס קעֶן זײֵ אָנטאָן  ,However — פּאָר שִּ
living in רָאֵל שְׂ  is like having a pair of ,תּוֹרָה without אֶרֶץ יִּ
shoes with no one to wear them!” Source: The Rav Shach Hagaddah (ArtScroll) 
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*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of 
your precious פִלּוֹת  .תְׁ

1) Correct: חֲסָדִים and ְׁדֵי ְׁדֵי or חֲזָדִים :incorrect ;חַס  .חַז
2) Correct: וֵאלֹקֵי יַעֲקֹב (the א is swallowed); incorrect: וֶאלֹקֵי יַעֲקֹב (with Segol). 
3) Correct: ְׁנֵיהֶם ְׁנֵי ב ְׁנֵיהֶם :incorrect ;לִב ְׁנֵי ב  .(with dagesh) לִב

Daveningשמונע עשרה Right?



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

 was born in Lithuania and ,ר׳ אֶלְעָזָר מְנַחֵם מַן שַךְ זַצַ״ל
learned in Ponevezh יבָה  at age 7. At 13, he moved יְשִׁ
to Slabodka יבָה יד מֻבְהָק and became a ,יְשִׁ ר׳  of תַלְמִׁ

יסר זַלְמַן מֶלְצֶר זַצַ״ל יסר זַלְמַן .אִׁ יכָה gave him ר׳ אִׁ  and also סְמִׁ
proposed ְר׳ שַך’s marriage to his niece, Gittel Golomovsky in 1923. 
-From 1927 ”.זְכוּת is in her תוֹרָה would often remark, “All my ר׳ שַךְ
1939 he served as יבָה ר׳  ,in Kletsk and Karlin. During WWII ראֹש יְשִׁ
שְרָאֵל moved to Vilna. In 1940, he escaped to שַךְ  רַ״מ and was אֶרֶץ יִׁ
in ים יבָה until 1952. Then he became עֵץ חַיִׁ  of Ponovezh. The ראֹש יְשִׁ
יש  The truth is beloved to him!” and — הָאֱמֶת אָהוּב אֵצְלוֹ“ ,said חֲזוֹן אִׁ
he stood up for ְר׳ שַך. The Steipler insisted that ְר׳ שַך must approve 
every public letter and sign on top. He authored י י עֶזְרִׁ  .אַבִׁ

  ט״ז מרחשון
5654?–5762 
1894?–2001 

The תּוֹרָה explains that עֵשָו was called אֱדוֹם, 
red, because he asked יַעֲקֹב for red 
lentils. R' Elazar Menachem Man Shach 
 asked; “Is that one small meal so זַצַ״ל
important that עֵשָו’s name, which 
defines him, should change forever!” 
He answered, “Yes, liking red defines 
 Just like a child has a meaningless .עֵשָו
love for the color red, similarly, עֵשָו was 
more attracted to the colorful red lentils 
than to his everlasting כוֹרָה עוֹלָם  birthright, or his ,בְּ
 זַצַ״ל Source: R’ Mattisyahu Salomon                                            ”!הַבָא

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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ית יב:א( … וַיאֹמֶר ד׳ אֶל אַבְרָם לֶךְ לְךָ    אֶל הָאָרֶץ אֲשֶר אַרְאֶךָ )בְרֵאשִׁ  
 Hashem said to Avram, “Go for yourself … to the land that I 
will show you” 
 commanded him to ד׳ .was faced with a difficult test אַבְרָם 
cut his ties with his birthplace and family and head to an as-yet-
unspecified land. ״י  to אַבְרָם command ד׳ asks, why did פָסוּק on this רַשִׁ
go, without telling אַבְרָם precisely where it was that He wanted him to 
go? 
״י   wanted his arrival at the final ד׳ explains that רַשִׁ
destination to be precious in אַבְרָם’s eyes. ד׳ also wanted to reward 
 .that he obeyed ד׳ for every word of אַבְרָם
 The Steipler Gaon זַצַ״ל, in רְכַת פֶרֶץ  offers an important ,בִׁ
insight. Unaware of when it would end, every step of אַבְרָם’s journey 
was an act of faith. When he finally did arrive at his destination,  אֶרֶץ
 his joy and appreciation were far greater than they would have ,כְנַעַן
been if he had received the complete directions initially. The Steipler 
applies this concept to ימוּד הַתּוֹרָה  If one struggles to understand a .לִׁ
piece of גְמָרָא and the meaning is obscure, he may feel frustrated. 
However, if he works to resolve the difficulty, when he finally does 
solve the problem, his joy is very great, much more than it would have 
been if he had understood it immediately. 
 This motivating thought will help those for whom learning 
and understanding תּוֹרָה comes with great effort. One who fights the 

discouraging feelings will ultimately succeed. The energy used in 
struggling to understand תּוֹרָה will strongly impress the תּוֹרָה into one’s 
memory. 
 R' Shlomo Heiman זַצַ״ל once came to R' Baruch Ber זַצַ״ל’s 
home and found him dancing around the table with some of his 
students. As it was an ordinary weekday, he was curious as to what 
event had motivated this dancing. A יד  explained to R' Shlomo that תַּלְמִׁ
for the past few days their י  had struggled to understand the רֶבִׁ
meaning of a comment of the רַשְבָ״א, but he was unable to fully 
comprehend exactly what the רַשְבָ״א was trying to convey. Then, in a 
conversation with a יד  .s intent suddenly became clear’רַשְבָ״א the ,תַּלְמִׁ
Ecstatic that, at last, he had an understanding of the רַשְבָ״א’s intent, 
the י  grabbed hold of his students’ hands and danced around the רֶבִׁ
table! 
 R' Baruch Ber’s מְחָה  joy, left an everlasting impression on ,שִׁ
R' Shlomo. He had merited to witness R' Baruch Ber’s joy in acquiring 
 knowledge. No joy in the world could ever compare to the תּוֹרָה
spiritual joy R' Shlomo had seen that day! 
           The lesson learned from this episode is not limited to תּוֹרָה 
study. It extends to any matter with which one struggles to achieve a 
goal. One should realize that his success will be far greater specifically 
because of all the difficult obstacles he encountered along the way.  

Adapted from: The Pleasant Way (with kind permission from R’ Sholom Smith) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI The Chazon Ish once met an elderly 
Yid from Tzfas who remembered the 

Ridvaz from his childhood.

The Ridvaz turned onto the 
street leading to the main shul:

The Ridvaz was a captivating speaker, and everyone 
came to hear his Shabbos Shuvah drashah.

Reb Shlomo, do you 
recall any unusual 

stories?

Yes, there was one 
Shabbos Shuvah that 
I will never forget...

Oh, my! Who is 
that in a tallis?

I don’t believe 
what I’m seeing...

Oy, vey! Such a large crowd! 
I don’t want to disturb them 

when I walk in. It would be such 
a ‘tirchah’ for so many people 

...I have an idea!

א‘תשרי   1913 - 1845  5673 - 5605

This small 
window is near the 

aron hakodesh, and 
my seat is not far...

Here is a seat 
for an older 

person...

Thank you 
so much.

This is a real 
lesson in humility 

and caring that I will 
never forget!

ן זְאֵב  and ר׳ זְאֵב was born in Korbin, Belarus, to (רִידְבַ״ז also known as the) זַצַ״ל Wilovsky ר׳ יַעֲקֺב דָוִד בֶּ
נדִיל  He married Miriam Bluma Karlinsky (daughter .עִלוּי Even at a young age, he was recognized as an .העֶּ
of שְלֹמֺה and רייזל). The רִידְבַ״ז held many Rabbinical posts including Izballin (1868), Bobruisk (1876), 
Vilna (1881), Polotsk (1883), Vilkomir (1887), and Slutsk (1890-1900). In Slutsk, רִידְבַ״ז was selected to 
serve as the chief rabbi, where he established a יְשִיבָה in 1896 and appointed R' Isser Zalman Meltzer 
 came to America to raise funds to enable him to print his רִידְבַ״ז In 1900, the .מְנַהֵל to serve as זַצַ״ל
ר נְזִיקִין He then returned to Russia to print his writings, where he dedicated the .סְפָרִים  to his סֵדֶּ
American patrons.  From 1903 to 1905, רִידְבַ״ז returned to the USA where was elected זְקַן הָרַבָנִים (elder 
rabbi) of the United Orthodox Rabbis of America. In 1903 the רִידְבַ״ז was appointed to serve as chief 
rabbi of the Russo-American congregations in Chicago. The רִידְבַ״ז emigrated to צְפַת in 1905. His סְפָרִים 

included: חִדּוּשֵי רִידְבַ״ז and תּוֹסְפוֹת רִי״ד on the נִמוּקֵי רִידְבַ״ז ,יְרוּשַלְמִי on תּוֹרָה, and many others. 
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