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״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ יבָה ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ שִׁ  of Ponevezh, was ראֹש יְׁ
born in Kuhl, Lithuania, to ּהוּדָה לֵיב יטָה לֵאָה and ר׳ יְׁ  .אִׁ
He learned in Telshe יבָה שִׁ ״ל under יְׁ צַּ יעֶזֶר גוֹרדוֹן זַּ  ר׳ אֱלִׁ

and ״ל צַּ עוֹן שקוֹפּ זַּ מְׁ  from age 14-20. He then learned for 3 years ר׳ שִׁ
in Radin. After marrying the רָב of Vidzh’s daughter, he became רָב in 
1911. In 1919, he became רָב of Ponevezh and was also elected as 
the parliamentary spokesman. He immigrated to רָאֵל שְׁ  ,in 1940 אֶרֶץ יִׁ
and built יבָה שִׁ יְׁ יַּת הַּ רְׁ ק and more in בָּתֵי אָבוֹת ,קִׁ רַּ נֵי בְּׁ  He rescued .בְּׁ
many orphans from the secular Zionists, especially the Children of 
Tehran. He travelled the world collecting for his דוֹת  and his מוֹסְׁ
רָאֵל שְׁ ת יִׁ תוֹרָה and אַהֲבַּ ת הַּ  were so strong that he was able to אַהֲבַּ
open up the heart of anyone that he met. 
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In 1953, ״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ  the ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ
Ponevezher Rov, traveled to Rome. He 
arrived late at night, but insisted on 
visiting the Arch of Titus. Standing 
erect, he exclaimed in Yiddish. “Titus, 
Titus where are you today? Where is 
your great Roman empire? You are 
dead, Titus! Nothing is left of you or of 
your mighty empire. You thought you 
could destroy Judaism. But I, the 
Ponevezher Rov, am here! My people are here! תּוֹרָה 
is here! Judaism is alive!” 
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עַד הַיּוֹם הַזֶה )דְבָרִים כח:י(.…וְלאֹ נָתַן ה׳ לָכֶם לֵב לָדַעַת  
 But ה׳ did not give you a heart to know…until this very day.     
מֹשֶה  that when עַד הַיּוֹם הַזֶה comments on the words רַשִ״י 
 came שְבָטִים all the other ,שֵבֶט לֵוִי and gave it to סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה wrote a רַבֵינוּ
to protest: “We too stood at הַר סִינַי and received the תּוֹרָה from ה׳. 
Why are you giving your שֵבֶט control over it? Tomorrow [i.e. after you 
die] they will claim that the תּוֹרָה belongs only to them!” When מֹשֶה 
heard this complaint, he rejoiced, and said, “This day you have become 
a people to ה׳, your G-d” (27:9). ּמֹשֶה רַבֵינו saw this grievance as a sign 
that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל had reached a new level. They were now passionate 
about clinging to ה׳. 
 In all honesty though, the argument raised by the שְבָטִים 
seems a little bit petty. Did they really think that שֵבֶט לֵוִי would try to 
“take control” of the תּוֹרָה and not allow others access to it? It seems 
more likely that the שְבָטִים were just hurt by the fact that the only  סֵפֶר
 In other words, they .שֵבֶט לֵוִי was entrusted into the hands of תּוֹרָה
were complaining, “It is not fair! We also want a סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה.” This 
argument seems somewhat juvenile. Why was מֹשֶה so happy to hear 
this complaint? 
 R' Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi explains that the small things 
that trouble a person are the best indicator of his spiritual state.  מֹשֶה
 in the 40 years they כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל fielded many complaints from רַבֵינוּ
spent in the wilderness. Some were valid, but many were truly petty. 
At one point they complained that the מָן could not taste like onion or 
garlic. This indicated that food was too high a priority. When the 

people came to complain about the placement of the only סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה 
into the hands of שֵבֶט לֵוִי, it showed that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל had reached a 
turning point. They were no longer consumed with the trivial issues 
that once occupied them; they were bothered by the fact that they did 
not have of their own סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה. When מֹשֶה saw the change, he said, 
“This day you have become a people to ה׳, your G-d.” רַשִ״י explains that 
 were truly interested in כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל determined at that point that מֹשֶה
forging a relationship with ה׳ and clinging to Him.  
 and the ה׳ had expressed their genuine interest in כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל 
 Is their insistence on having their .הַר סִינַי forty years earlier, at תּוֹרָה
own סִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה a more powerful expression of faithfulness to ה׳ and 
the תּוֹרָה than the declaration of נַעֲשֶה וְנִשְמָע — we shall do and we shall 
hear?  
 When the entire כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל stood at הַר סִינַי ready to receive 
the תּוֹרָה, it was easy for everyone to express interest in the great gift 
they were about to receive. The air was charged with excitement as 
 the כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל and offered ,ה׳ descended from his meeting with מֹשֶה
 at that point could have been the נַעֲשֶה וְנִשְמָע The declaration .תּוֹרָה
result of a temporary spiritual “high,” not an expression of faithfulness. 
 Forty years later, the excitement of מַתַּן תּוֹרָה was a distant 
memory, but the שְבָטִים still insisted on having their own סִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה 
with which to maintain a personal connection to ה׳. That insistence 
was positive proof that the Jewish people were — and will always be 
 .s people’ה׳ —
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI In the late 1930s when the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
the Imrei Chaim, was in Grosswardein, 
he collected funds to feed the many 

refugees from Poland and Galicia.

When the chassid related that he had given 
the money to the widow early in morning, the 

Rebbe’s face changed color...

After Shacharis he went to see 
the Rebbe in his private room.

The rebbe explained…

The excited chassid went around delivering the funds.

The chassid gave it to the widow early 
in the morning on his way to shul.

My son, the list is 
longer this month, but 

please give out the 
money immediately.

Rebbe, Baruch 
Hashem, Asisi kol asher 
tzivisani - I completed 
the mission that I was 

commanded to do!

Gevaldig! Let’s 
go through the 

list...

Oy, vey! I 
apologize, but 

you can no longer 
distribute the 

tzedakah...

But - but, Rebbe, 
what could she 

do with the money 
so late at night? I 
delivered it before 

davening!

What happened? the 
Rebbe always sends on 

this day! He must have no 
more money in the fund... Oy! 

How will I manage? What 
will I do?

Mein Kind, can you 
imagine the woman’s pain 
that night, what she must 

have been thinking?

This last name on the list is 
an almanah (widow) who lives at 
the other end of town… It’s far 
and it’s so late at night - she’s 

probably asleep. I’ll get up early 
and deliver it in the morning 

before shacharis...

...each moment you give tzedakah sooner 
...is a moment less of a widow’s pain!

יר זַצַ״ל ים מֵאִּ ים) the 4th Vizhnitzer Rebbe ,ר׳ חַיִּ מְרֵי חַיִּ שְרָאֵל was born to ,(אִּ ינְדָא and ר׳ יִּ  Hager in הִּ
Vyzhnytsia, Romania (now Ukraine). He was a גָדוֹל בְתּוֹרָה וּבְהַתְמָדָה, and received יכָה  ר׳ שָלוֹם מָרְדְכַי from סְמִּ
Schwadron זַצַ״ל (the מַהַרְשַ״ם). In 1905, he married Margalit, the daughter of ר׳ זְאֵב Twersky 
(Rachmastrivka). During WWI, שְרָאֵל ידוּת moved the ר׳ יִּ שְרָאֵל to Grosswardein, Romania. After חֲסִּ  s'ר׳ יִּ
ירָה יר ,in 1936 פְטִּ ים מֵאִּ ידוּת was appointed Rebbe, and continued to build the ר׳ חַיִּ  During WWII, the .חֲסִּ
ים מְרֵי חַיִּ  .miraculously escaped deportation to Auschwitz and survived the war by hiding in Romania אִּ
After WWII, יר ים מֵאִּ  returned to Grosswardein for a year, but with the rise of communism, he ר׳ חַיִּ
immigrated to שְרָאֵל ידוּת For over 35 years the beloved and brilliant Rebbe rebuilt the .אֶרֶץ יִּ  into the חֲסִּ
flourishing יץ כּוּן װׅיזְנִּ לּוֹת and in many other בְנֵי בְרַק in שִּ דְקוּת around the world. His קְהִּ  combined with his צִּ
humble yet majestic demeanor won him the admiration of all and he was chosen to be a חָבֵר of the 
שְרָאֵל in מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָה יָאוֹת His original .אֶרֶץ יִּ מַטְרִּ בְרֵי תּוֹרָה and גִּ ים were collected in דִּ מְרֵי חַיִּ קוּטֵי אִּ  .סֵפֶר לִּ
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Thank you to our reader for submitted the following: 
In the עֲמִידָה of בָת אֱלֹקֵינוּ וֵאלֹקֵי אֲבוֹתֵינוּ  the paragraph that begins with ,שַׁ

…רְצֵה , ends off with the phrase ... וְיָנוּחוּ בָהּ\בוֹ\בָם יִשְרָאֵל. Can you think 
of a reason why we use:  
 ,עֲרְבִית in (feminine) בָהּ (1
חֲרִית in (masculine) בוֹ (2   ,מוּסָף and שַׁ
3) and בָם (plural) in מִנְחָה? 

Since the word ַׁבָת ַׁת ) of the day תְפִלּוֹת should be used in all ,בָהּ the word ,נְקֵבָה is ש עֲבוֹד
ַׁיִים רסח:ג) מָגֵן אַבְרָהָם .(יִשְרָאֵל ַׁח ח ַׁבָת however, cites a custom that on (אוֹר  we recite לֵיל ש
ַׁבָת alluding to the ,בָה ַׁבָת of Creation, because the newly created ש  with no nation to — ש
observe it and realize its potential — was like a lonely, husbandless woman. In ַׁחֲרִית /ש
ַׁל יִשְרָאֵל rest on it, alluding to when ,בוֹ we say מוּסָף  when the ,תוֹרָה s acceptance of the’כְל
ַׁבָת ַׁל יִשְרָאֵל became betrothed to ש ַׁבָת activated the latent ideals symbolized by the ,כְל  .ש
At מִנְחָה we say בָם, on them, alluding to the ַׁבָת  of the future, when every day — all the ש
days (plural) — will have the serenity and holiness of the ַׁבָת  .(R' Munk) ש
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1. The סוּקִים  corresponding to 11 of the ,אֲרוּרִים list 11 specific פְּ
בָטִים בֶט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?מֹשֶה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his רֶבִי? 

ְּעוֹן did not have it in his heart to bless מֹשֶה .1  before his death; therefore, he did שִמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵׁבֶט ָּתֶר) ש ֵּהוּ בַס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה מַכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) פָסוּק that starts ָּדַעַת ֵּב ל ָּכֶם ל עַד הַיּוֹם  ends with the words  וְלאֹ נָּתַן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of רַשִ״י .הַזֶה
thinking until 40 years later (ָּּבֹאו  .(29:6 — ד״ה וַת
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic time גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דוֹלֵי  messages from our תּוֹרָׁ גְּ
אֵל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,יִשְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

וַת  עֲשֵה  מִן  הַ  ה מִצְּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָׁ באֹ עַל הַצִבּוּר …  לִזְּ תָּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל אִם לאֹ … עַל כָׁ אַבָׁ
עֲקוּ  נוּ  …  יִזְּ ם אִירַע לָׁ עוֹלָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה מֵמִנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רוּ דָׁ א יאֹמְּ לָׁ רִיוּת …  אֶׁ זָׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ הַרֵי זוּ דֶׁ

רוֹת אַחֵרוֹת.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ תּוֹסִיף הַצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אוֹרַיְּ וַת עֲשֵה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ בַּ״ם הִלְּ ג-רַמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam זַצַ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no בִיאִים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
בִיא  יָׁהוּ הַנָׁ שַׁעְּ ת  ,says יְּ ה אֶׁ דָׁ ר פָׁ ל בֵּית יַעֲקֹב אֲשֶׁׁ מַר ד׳ אֶׁ כֵן כֹה אָׁ לָׁ
ם הָׁ רָׁ ם Who redeemed ,ד׳ Therefore, so said — אַבְּ הָׁ רָׁ  to the house of ,אַבְּ
שׁ The .(כט:כב) … יַעֲקֹב רָׁ  ’offers a fascinating translation. [When R מִדְּ
Aharon Kotler would quote this ׁש רָׁ  he would emphasize its מִדְּ
powerful message.] ם הָׁ רָׁ אָבִינוּ אַבְּ  survived the fiery furnace because 
[in the merit] of the building of the House of יַעֲקֹב [his future 
generations]. 
לַל   אֵלכְּ רָׁ יִשְּ  passed many trials and tribulations from the time 
שׁ exiled us from ד׳ ץ הַקֹדֶׁ רֶׁ  But none of them .(the Holy Land) אֶׁ
compare to the fiery furnace that אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  endured from 1939 to כְּ
1944. Today (this was written in May 2005), sixty years later, it is still 
too early for us to assess its damage. It is far beyond human 
comprehension. 
 … The survivors all realized that they had to overcome and 
conquer their personal feelings … They had to wrestle with the 
difficulty of getting up every morning, burdened with the memory of 
what they had lost. 

 But they had a mission … in most cases, under very difficult 
conditions, in an alien country … In America, the situation was similar. 
Yet the survivors were dedicated to rebuilding … They formed an 
army of giants — individuals who were able to maintain their strong 
 .despite the Divine concealment that they experienced ,ד׳ in אֱמוּנָׁה
Where did they derive their strength from? 
 There are two parts of one סוּק  that tell us about the פָׁ
fundamental difference between the reactions of יַעֲקֹב and ו  to a עֵשָׁ
loss: זִיד ד יַעֲקֹב נָׁ זֶׁ הוּא  cooked a stew, and יַעֲקֹב and ,וַיָׁ ה וְּ דֶׁ ו מִן הַשָׁ וַיָׁבאֹ עֵשָׁ
יֵף ו and ,עָׁ רֵאשִׁית כה:כט) came from the field, and he was tired עֵשָׁ  .(בְּּ
This took place on the day that ם הָׁ רָׁ אָבִינוּ אַבְּ  left the world. ע שָׁׁ רָׁ ו הָׁ  ,עֵשָׁ
with his sharp mind, could not comprehend the death of his 
grandfather, and proclaimed, “This old sage was smitten with the 
strict measure of justice. There is neither justice nor a Judge.” This 
notion of a leaderless world brought out the worst in him. As חֲזַ״ל tell 
us, ו  .that day עֲבֵרוֹת committed five major עֵשָׁ
 What did  אָבִינוּיַעֲקֹב  do? ה כָׁ בֵל dictates that the הֲלָׁ  eats a אָׁ
ה עוּדָׁ  when he comes home from the burial. The components of the סְּ
ה עוּדָׁ מַיִם are all indicators of סְּ לַת דִין שָׁׁ  s judgment’ד׳ acceptance of ,קַבָּׁ
and declaration of the intention to continue life in accordance with 
 said, “Some approach a difficulty זַצַ״ל s Will … As R’ Avigdor Miller’ד׳
as an excuse for failure, and some perceive it as an impetus for 
growth!”… If when confronting a moment of difficulty, one accepts it 
as a challenge, ד׳ endows a human being with a ה בוּרָׁ  that mortals are גְּ
not believed to possess …  
 R' Moshe Prager זַצַ״ל documents the astounding inner 
strength of our nation (Those Who Did Not Yield). Can any other 
nation comprehend such ה בוּרָׁ  ?inner strength, let alone duplicate it ,גְּ
… Our community used its funds to build living memorials — שִׁיבוֹת  יְּ
and בֵּית יַעֲקֹב’s, לִים ה and כוֹלְּ קוֹמוֹת הַתּוֹרָׁ  as well as institutions of ,מְּ
ד סֶׁ   … unrivalled in the past חֶׁ
בִיא  יָׁהוּ הַנָׁ שַׁעְּ רוּ ,continues יְּ חֱוָׁ יו יֶׁ נָׁ ה פָׁ לאֹ עַתָּׁ ה יֵבוֹשׁ יַעֲקֹב וְּ  לאֹ עַתָּׁ
 ,will not be ashamed now, and his face will not be pale. Now יַעֲקֹב —
when he sees his children … With these children, we will be marching 
to welcome ּקֵנו שִׁיחַ צִדְּ נֵי מָׁ דוֹשִׁים  and there unite with all those פְּ קְּ
הוֹרִים  Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) .וּטְּ
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Our Eternal Secret – R’ Shmuel Dishon

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The most preferable time to begin סְלִיחוֹת is in the last 
three hours of the night — the watch before חַר  .עֲלוֹת הַשָּׁ

• The well-accepted ג ז) מִנְהָּׁ  סְלִיחוֹת is to start the 1st (אַשְכְנָּׁ

after midnight on מוֹצש״ק. One reason is that we want to 
begin with the ה ת of שִמְחָּׁ  therefore, we should say ;שַבָּׁ
ת still dressed in סְלִיחוֹת  clothing. Halacha שַבָּׁ

Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Kibbutz Ein Harod was 
once the symbol of the rejection 
of religion in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. The 
members only concession to 
religion was to provide kosher 
food for their elderly parents and 
a small shul. The latter, however, 
did not even have a סֵפֶר תוֹרָה. 
 In the early 1940s, an 
event took place on Ein Harod 
that caused an uproar. One of 
the old-timers traveled to nearby 
Afula and asked the local רָב for a 
 רָב for the shul. The סֵפֶר תוֹרָה
gladly provided him with one. 
The old man returned clutching 
the precious סֵפֶר תוֹרָה. 
 When some of the 
young people saw what he was 
holding, they seized it and threw 
the סֵפֶר תוֹרָה over the fence onto 
the ground. The terrible event 
became known, and the old יִשּׁוּב 
demonstrated against the חִלּוּל ד׳ 
which had taken place. 
 At one of the 
demonstrations, the Ponevezher 
 gave a speech: "You are רָב
crying, but I am laughing. The 
members of Ein Harod have 
shown a deep understanding of 
the power of a סֵפֶר תוֹרָה. They 
know that even having the  סֵפֵר

 for one night קִבּוּץ in the תוֹרָה
could effect a revolution in their 
lives, and so they threw it out. If 
they have such a deep 
understanding of the power of a 
 I know that one day ,סֵפֶר תוֹרָה
there will be a ׁבֵּית מִדְרָש in Ein 
Harod."  
 Twenty-five years later, 
as the Ponevezher רָב lay near 
death, he received an invitation 
to Ein Harod for a יִת בַּּ ת הַּ  in חֲנוּכַּ
Ein Harod. Eyes shining with joy, 
he said, "True, a בֵּית כְנֶסֶת is not 
yet a יְשִׁיבָה. We have not merited 
that, but something has begun to 
move there." 
 Today, however, the 
study of תוֹרָה has already 
become a regular event in Ein 
Harod. For the last 14 years a 
weekly גְמָרָא שִׁעוּר has taken place 
on the קִבּוּץ. The גִיד שִׁעוּר  is a מַּ
grandson of one of Ein Harod’s 
founding members and the first 
Minister of Agriculture.  
 My לְמִיד  The .אֶלוּל it is ,תַּ
Ponevezher רָב taught us never to 
give up on a Jew. Surely ד׳ never 
gives up on our precious תְשׁוּבָה! 

   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּרוּךְ! 
 רֶבִּי Your                         ,בְּיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The London Jewish Tribune 
(Aug. 04) 

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
ר וִיפֵחַ חָמָס. קֶׁ  for [my … כִי קָמוּ בִי עֵדֵי שֶׁ
enemies] have arisen against me false 

witnesses who breathe violence.   
The current state of affairs in the UN 
)United Nations( bears testimony to the 
timelessness of ְדָוִד הַמֶלֶך's words. 
Throughout the generations our enemies 
have made up false stories in order to 
arouse violence against רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  R' Pam .כְּ
 gave his insight behind the creation זַצַ״ל
of the UN that was formed in 1945 after 
WWII. חֲזַ״ל tell us that at the time of 
 the nations of the world will all try ,מָשִיחַ 
to claim that everything they developed 
was for רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  will show ד׳ .s benefit'כְּ
each nation the records of their decrees 
against  רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ בְּ הִלִים ז:י״א ורַשִ״י ( ע' תְּ
 'R' Pam explained that the 'official .)שָם
record of the 193 member nations are 
recorded in the UN archives )ARMS(.  

Sage Sayings

During WWII, when Romel was close to רָאֵל  'R  ,אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל, the Ponevezher רָב, 
came to the hill where the famous Ponevezh שִיבָה  יְׂ
stands today and announced that he would build his 
שִיבָה אִיר דרִימלט “ ,exclaimed incredulously חָבֵר there. A יְׂ
אִיךְ דרִימל, “ ,replied רָב You are dreaming!” The — זִיךְ
 I am dreaming, but I am not — אָבּעֶר אִיךְ שלאָפט נִישט!
sleeping!” Source: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 of Rav Masoud יאָרצײַט — 1968 /5728 אֱלוּל 16
Yonah Edre’ei זַצַ״ל, known as the יק ראֹשׁ  of צַדִּ
נָּה  He was born in 5674/1914 in the city of .פִּ
Deganah in Morocco. As a young חוּר  he בָּ
moved to Marrakesh, where he learned with 
ה דָּ ה in the local הַתְמָּ יבָּ יכָּה He received .יְשִּׁ  סְמִּ
quickly, and served as a ב  He .סוֹפֵר and מוֹהֵל ,רָּ
was actively involved in the dissemination of 
ה כוֹת and gave תּוֹרָּ  and help to whoever בְרָּ
came to him. He delved into ה לָּ  beginning קַבָּ
in his youth and became known as a  פוֹעֵל
 .יְשׁוּעוֹת
In 5710 / 1950 Rav Masoud moved to  אֶרֶץ
אֵל שְרָּ נָּה and settled in יִּ  He was highly .ראֹשׁ פִּ
respected there and across the entire country. 
He wrote שְפַת אֱמֶת, a compilation of ים דוּשִּׁ  חִּ
and ים זִּ ה on the רְמָּ שׁוֹת and ,נַ״ךְ and תּוֹרָּ  on דְרָּ
a wide array of topics. 
Rav Masoud was buried on הַר הַמְנוּחוֹת in 
ם לַיִּ  .יְרוּשָּׁ
 B.C.E. (date according to 2105 - 1656 אֱלוּל 17
R' Eliezer): A week after releasing the raven,  ַנֹח 
opened the window of the ה  ark and / תֵּבָּ
dispatched the dove to see if the מַבוּל that 
covered the earth had abated. "But the dove 
found no resting place for the sole of its foot" 
and returned to the ה  waited 7 days נֹחַ  .תֵּבָּ
before making another attempt. 

This Week in History

Understanding
Davening

Daveningתפילות שבת Right?



  

Thank you to our reader for submitted the following: 
In the עֲמִידָה of בָת אֱלֹקֵינוּ וֵאלֹקֵי אֲבוֹתֵינוּ  the paragraph that begins with ,שַׁ

…רְצֵה , ends off with the phrase ... וְיָנוּחוּ בָהּ\בוֹ\בָם יִשְרָאֵל. Can you think 
of a reason why we use:  
 ,עֲרְבִית in (feminine) בָהּ (1
חֲרִית in (masculine) בוֹ (2   ,מוּסָף and שַׁ
3) and בָם (plural) in מִנְחָה? 

Since the word ַׁבָת ַׁת ) of the day תְפִלּוֹת should be used in all ,בָהּ the word ,נְקֵבָה is ש עֲבוֹד
ַׁיִים רסח:ג) מָגֵן אַבְרָהָם .(יִשְרָאֵל ַׁח ח ַׁבָת however, cites a custom that on (אוֹר  we recite לֵיל ש
ַׁבָת alluding to the ,בָה ַׁבָת of Creation, because the newly created ש  with no nation to — ש
observe it and realize its potential — was like a lonely, husbandless woman. In ַׁחֲרִית /ש
ַׁל יִשְרָאֵל rest on it, alluding to when ,בוֹ we say מוּסָף  when the ,תוֹרָה s acceptance of the’כְל
ַׁבָת ַׁל יִשְרָאֵל became betrothed to ש ַׁבָת activated the latent ideals symbolized by the ,כְל  .ש
At מִנְחָה we say בָם, on them, alluding to the ַׁבָת  of the future, when every day — all the ש
days (plural) — will have the serenity and holiness of the ַׁבָת  .(R' Munk) ש
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1. The סוּקִים  corresponding to 11 of the ,אֲרוּרִים list 11 specific פְּ
בָטִים בֶט Which .שְּ  ?Why ?מֹשֶה was deliberately left out by שֵׁ

2. How do we know that it can take forty years for a student to 
truly appreciate and understand his רֶבִי? 

ְּעוֹן did not have it in his heart to bless מֹשֶה .1  before his death; therefore, he did שִמ
not want a curse to correspond to his ֵׁבֶט ָּתֶר) ש ֵּהוּ בַס ֵּע  .(27:24 — ד״ה מַכֵּה ר

2. The (29:3) פָסוּק that starts ָּדַעַת ֵּב ל ָּכֶם ל עַד הַיּוֹם  ends with the words  וְלאֹ נָּתַן ה׳ ל
 explains: a person does not fully assimilate his teacher’s ways of רַשִ״י .הַזֶה
thinking until 40 years later (ָּּבֹאו  .(29:6 — ד״ה וַת
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

 :on the message of a catastrophic time גְדוֹלִים from הִתְעוֹרְרוּת and חִזּוּק
 During the weeks leading up to נָׁה  this column will ,ראֹשׁ הַשָׁׁ
continue to feature some timeless ה דוֹלֵי  messages from our תּוֹרָׁ גְּ
אֵל רָׁ  both past and present, on how we can change ourselves for ,יִשְּ
the better during these unprecedented times.  

וַת  עֲשֵה  מִן  הַ  ה מִצְּ עוֹק   תּוֹרָׁ באֹ עַל הַצִבּוּר …  לִזְּ תָּׁ ה שֶׁׁ רָׁ ל צָׁ ל אִם לאֹ … עַל כָׁ אַבָׁ
עֲקוּ  נוּ  …  יִזְּ ם אִירַע לָׁ עוֹלָׁ ג הָׁ הָׁ ה מֵמִנְּ ר זֶׁ בָׁ רוּ דָׁ א יאֹמְּ לָׁ רִיוּת …  אֶׁ זָׁ ךְ אַכְּ רֶׁ הַרֵי זוּ דֶׁ

רוֹת אַחֵרוֹת.…  ה צָׁ רָׁ תּוֹסִיף הַצָׁ וְּ  
 It is a א תָׁ אוֹרַיְּ וַת עֲשֵה דְּ  to gather together as a] ,מִצְּ
community] to wake up and repent … when any communal tragic 
event occurs … If one does not wake up and repent, but rather says 
that this is a natural tragedy, this is an act of cruelty … [since it 
causes] additional calamities to occur ( ק א:א רֶׁ כוֹת תַּעֲנִית פֶׁ בַּ״ם הִלְּ ג-רַמְּ ).   
 In the last few decades אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  and the rest world have כְּ
witnessed some of the worst historical disasters. Are we missing His 
message?  R’ Pam זַצַ״ל would explain that although ד׳ knows that we 
have no בִיאִים  who can tell us the exact message, He is definitely still נְּ
sending us messages. Our job is to realize He is sending a message, 
and we must start by fixing our own faults. 

∞  ∞  ∞  ∞ ∞ 
בִיא  יָׁהוּ הַנָׁ שַׁעְּ ת  ,says יְּ ה אֶׁ דָׁ ר פָׁ ל בֵּית יַעֲקֹב אֲשֶׁׁ מַר ד׳ אֶׁ כֵן כֹה אָׁ לָׁ
ם הָׁ רָׁ ם Who redeemed ,ד׳ Therefore, so said — אַבְּ הָׁ רָׁ  to the house of ,אַבְּ
שׁ The .(כט:כב) … יַעֲקֹב רָׁ  ’offers a fascinating translation. [When R מִדְּ
Aharon Kotler would quote this ׁש רָׁ  he would emphasize its מִדְּ
powerful message.] ם הָׁ רָׁ אָבִינוּ אַבְּ  survived the fiery furnace because 
[in the merit] of the building of the House of יַעֲקֹב [his future 
generations]. 
לַל   אֵלכְּ רָׁ יִשְּ  passed many trials and tribulations from the time 
שׁ exiled us from ד׳ ץ הַקֹדֶׁ רֶׁ  But none of them .(the Holy Land) אֶׁ
compare to the fiery furnace that אֵל רָׁ לַל יִשְּ  endured from 1939 to כְּ
1944. Today (this was written in May 2005), sixty years later, it is still 
too early for us to assess its damage. It is far beyond human 
comprehension. 
 … The survivors all realized that they had to overcome and 
conquer their personal feelings … They had to wrestle with the 
difficulty of getting up every morning, burdened with the memory of 
what they had lost. 

 But they had a mission … in most cases, under very difficult 
conditions, in an alien country … In America, the situation was similar. 
Yet the survivors were dedicated to rebuilding … They formed an 
army of giants — individuals who were able to maintain their strong 
 .despite the Divine concealment that they experienced ,ד׳ in אֱמוּנָׁה
Where did they derive their strength from? 
 There are two parts of one סוּק  that tell us about the פָׁ
fundamental difference between the reactions of יַעֲקֹב and ו  to a עֵשָׁ
loss: זִיד ד יַעֲקֹב נָׁ זֶׁ הוּא  cooked a stew, and יַעֲקֹב and ,וַיָׁ ה וְּ דֶׁ ו מִן הַשָׁ וַיָׁבאֹ עֵשָׁ
יֵף ו and ,עָׁ רֵאשִׁית כה:כט) came from the field, and he was tired עֵשָׁ  .(בְּּ
This took place on the day that ם הָׁ רָׁ אָבִינוּ אַבְּ  left the world. ע שָׁׁ רָׁ ו הָׁ  ,עֵשָׁ
with his sharp mind, could not comprehend the death of his 
grandfather, and proclaimed, “This old sage was smitten with the 
strict measure of justice. There is neither justice nor a Judge.” This 
notion of a leaderless world brought out the worst in him. As חֲזַ״ל tell 
us, ו  .that day עֲבֵרוֹת committed five major עֵשָׁ
 What did  אָבִינוּיַעֲקֹב  do? ה כָׁ בֵל dictates that the הֲלָׁ  eats a אָׁ
ה עוּדָׁ  when he comes home from the burial. The components of the סְּ
ה עוּדָׁ מַיִם are all indicators of סְּ לַת דִין שָׁׁ  s judgment’ד׳ acceptance of ,קַבָּׁ
and declaration of the intention to continue life in accordance with 
 said, “Some approach a difficulty זַצַ״ל s Will … As R’ Avigdor Miller’ד׳
as an excuse for failure, and some perceive it as an impetus for 
growth!”… If when confronting a moment of difficulty, one accepts it 
as a challenge, ד׳ endows a human being with a ה בוּרָׁ  that mortals are גְּ
not believed to possess …  
 R' Moshe Prager זַצַ״ל documents the astounding inner 
strength of our nation (Those Who Did Not Yield). Can any other 
nation comprehend such ה בוּרָׁ  ?inner strength, let alone duplicate it ,גְּ
… Our community used its funds to build living memorials — שִׁיבוֹת  יְּ
and בֵּית יַעֲקֹב’s, לִים ה and כוֹלְּ קוֹמוֹת הַתּוֹרָׁ  as well as institutions of ,מְּ
ד סֶׁ   … unrivalled in the past חֶׁ
בִיא  יָׁהוּ הַנָׁ שַׁעְּ רוּ ,continues יְּ חֱוָׁ יו יֶׁ נָׁ ה פָׁ לאֹ עַתָּׁ ה יֵבוֹשׁ יַעֲקֹב וְּ  לאֹ עַתָּׁ
 ,will not be ashamed now, and his face will not be pale. Now יַעֲקֹב —
when he sees his children … With these children, we will be marching 
to welcome ּקֵנו שִׁיחַ צִדְּ נֵי מָׁ דוֹשִׁים  and there unite with all those פְּ קְּ
הוֹרִים  Adapted from: The Jewish Observer (with kind permission) .וּטְּ
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Our Eternal Secret – R’ Shmuel Dishon

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.

*This is intended only as a brief synopsis. Pay close attention as you read 
from your סִדּוּר to avoid misreading the holy words of your precious תְּפִלּוֹת.

מָא:  ת עִנְיָנֵי דְיווֹ הִלְכווֹ
אֶלווּל

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• The most preferable time to begin סְלִיחוֹת is in the last 
three hours of the night — the watch before חַר  .עֲלוֹת הַשָּׁ

• The well-accepted ג ז) מִנְהָּׁ  סְלִיחוֹת is to start the 1st (אַשְכְנָּׁ

after midnight on מוֹצש״ק. One reason is that we want to 
begin with the ה ת of שִמְחָּׁ  therefore, we should say ;שַבָּׁ
ת still dressed in סְלִיחוֹת  clothing. Halacha שַבָּׁ

Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 Kibbutz Ein Harod was 
once the symbol of the rejection 
of religion in אֶרֶץ יִשְרָאֵל. The 
members only concession to 
religion was to provide kosher 
food for their elderly parents and 
a small shul. The latter, however, 
did not even have a סֵפֶר תוֹרָה. 
 In the early 1940s, an 
event took place on Ein Harod 
that caused an uproar. One of 
the old-timers traveled to nearby 
Afula and asked the local רָב for a 
 רָב for the shul. The סֵפֶר תוֹרָה
gladly provided him with one. 
The old man returned clutching 
the precious סֵפֶר תוֹרָה. 
 When some of the 
young people saw what he was 
holding, they seized it and threw 
the סֵפֶר תוֹרָה over the fence onto 
the ground. The terrible event 
became known, and the old יִשּׁוּב 
demonstrated against the חִלּוּל ד׳ 
which had taken place. 
 At one of the 
demonstrations, the Ponevezher 
 gave a speech: "You are רָב
crying, but I am laughing. The 
members of Ein Harod have 
shown a deep understanding of 
the power of a סֵפֶר תוֹרָה. They 
know that even having the  סֵפֵר

 for one night קִבּוּץ in the תוֹרָה
could effect a revolution in their 
lives, and so they threw it out. If 
they have such a deep 
understanding of the power of a 
 I know that one day ,סֵפֶר תוֹרָה
there will be a ׁבֵּית מִדְרָש in Ein 
Harod."  
 Twenty-five years later, 
as the Ponevezher רָב lay near 
death, he received an invitation 
to Ein Harod for a יִת בַּּ ת הַּ  in חֲנוּכַּ
Ein Harod. Eyes shining with joy, 
he said, "True, a בֵּית כְנֶסֶת is not 
yet a יְשִׁיבָה. We have not merited 
that, but something has begun to 
move there." 
 Today, however, the 
study of תוֹרָה has already 
become a regular event in Ein 
Harod. For the last 14 years a 
weekly גְמָרָא שִׁעוּר has taken place 
on the קִבּוּץ. The גִיד שִׁעוּר  is a מַּ
grandson of one of Ein Harod’s 
founding members and the first 
Minister of Agriculture.  
 My לְמִיד  The .אֶלוּל it is ,תַּ
Ponevezher רָב taught us never to 
give up on a Jew. Surely ד׳ never 
gives up on our precious תְשׁוּבָה! 

   יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָּרוּךְ! 
 רֶבִּי Your                         ,בְּיְדִידוּת

Story adapted from: The London Jewish Tribune 
(Aug. 04) 

הִלִים כ״ז)  …לְדָוִד ה׳ אוֹרִי וְיִשְעִי  (תְּ  
ר וִיפֵחַ חָמָס. קֶׁ  for [my … כִי קָמוּ בִי עֵדֵי שֶׁ
enemies] have arisen against me false 

witnesses who breathe violence.   
The current state of affairs in the UN 
)United Nations( bears testimony to the 
timelessness of ְדָוִד הַמֶלֶך's words. 
Throughout the generations our enemies 
have made up false stories in order to 
arouse violence against רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  R' Pam .כְּ
 gave his insight behind the creation זַצַ״ל
of the UN that was formed in 1945 after 
WWII. חֲזַ״ל tell us that at the time of 
 the nations of the world will all try ,מָשִיחַ 
to claim that everything they developed 
was for רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  will show ד׳ .s benefit'כְּ
each nation the records of their decrees 
against  רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ בְּ הִלִים ז:י״א ורַשִ״י ( ע' תְּ
 'R' Pam explained that the 'official .)שָם
record of the 193 member nations are 
recorded in the UN archives )ARMS(.  

Sage Sayings

During WWII, when Romel was close to רָאֵל  'R  ,אֶרֶץ יִשְׂ
Yosef Shlomo Kahaneman זַצַ״ל, the Ponevezher רָב, 
came to the hill where the famous Ponevezh שִיבָה  יְׂ
stands today and announced that he would build his 
שִיבָה אִיר דרִימלט “ ,exclaimed incredulously חָבֵר there. A יְׂ
אִיךְ דרִימל, “ ,replied רָב You are dreaming!” The — זִיךְ
 I am dreaming, but I am not — אָבּעֶר אִיךְ שלאָפט נִישט!
sleeping!” Source: More Shabbos Stories (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

 of Rav Masoud יאָרצײַט — 1968 /5728 אֱלוּל 16
Yonah Edre’ei זַצַ״ל, known as the יק ראֹשׁ  of צַדִּ
נָּה  He was born in 5674/1914 in the city of .פִּ
Deganah in Morocco. As a young חוּר  he בָּ
moved to Marrakesh, where he learned with 
ה דָּ ה in the local הַתְמָּ יבָּ יכָּה He received .יְשִּׁ  סְמִּ
quickly, and served as a ב  He .סוֹפֵר and מוֹהֵל ,רָּ
was actively involved in the dissemination of 
ה כוֹת and gave תּוֹרָּ  and help to whoever בְרָּ
came to him. He delved into ה לָּ  beginning קַבָּ
in his youth and became known as a  פוֹעֵל
 .יְשׁוּעוֹת
In 5710 / 1950 Rav Masoud moved to  אֶרֶץ
אֵל שְרָּ נָּה and settled in יִּ  He was highly .ראֹשׁ פִּ
respected there and across the entire country. 
He wrote שְפַת אֱמֶת, a compilation of ים דוּשִּׁ  חִּ
and ים זִּ ה on the רְמָּ שׁוֹת and ,נַ״ךְ and תּוֹרָּ  on דְרָּ
a wide array of topics. 
Rav Masoud was buried on הַר הַמְנוּחוֹת in 
ם לַיִּ  .יְרוּשָּׁ
 B.C.E. (date according to 2105 - 1656 אֱלוּל 17
R' Eliezer): A week after releasing the raven,  ַנֹח 
opened the window of the ה  ark and / תֵּבָּ
dispatched the dove to see if the מַבוּל that 
covered the earth had abated. "But the dove 
found no resting place for the sole of its foot" 
and returned to the ה  waited 7 days נֹחַ  .תֵּבָּ
before making another attempt. 
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Daveningתפילות שבת Right?



כתיבה וחתימה טובה

Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ יבָה ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ שִׁ  of Ponevezh, was ראֹש יְׁ
born in Kuhl, Lithuania, to ּהוּדָה לֵיב יטָה לֵאָה and ר׳ יְׁ  .אִׁ
He learned in Telshe יבָה שִׁ ״ל under יְׁ צַּ יעֶזֶר גוֹרדוֹן זַּ  ר׳ אֱלִׁ

and ״ל צַּ עוֹן שקוֹפּ זַּ מְׁ  from age 14-20. He then learned for 3 years ר׳ שִׁ
in Radin. After marrying the רָב of Vidzh’s daughter, he became רָב in 
1911. In 1919, he became רָב of Ponevezh and was also elected as 
the parliamentary spokesman. He immigrated to רָאֵל שְׁ  ,in 1940 אֶרֶץ יִׁ
and built יבָה שִׁ יְׁ יַּת הַּ רְׁ ק and more in בָּתֵי אָבוֹת ,קִׁ רַּ נֵי בְּׁ  He rescued .בְּׁ
many orphans from the secular Zionists, especially the Children of 
Tehran. He travelled the world collecting for his דוֹת  and his מוֹסְׁ
רָאֵל שְׁ ת יִׁ תוֹרָה and אַהֲבַּ ת הַּ  were so strong that he was able to אַהֲבַּ
open up the heart of anyone that he met. 

  כ׳ אלול
5646 – 5729 
1886 – 1969 

In 1953, ״ל צַּ ן זַּ מַּ נְׁ הַּ לֹמֹה כַּ  the ,ר׳ יוֹסֵף שְׁ
Ponevezher Rov, traveled to Rome. He 
arrived late at night, but insisted on 
visiting the Arch of Titus. Standing 
erect, he exclaimed in Yiddish. “Titus, 
Titus where are you today? Where is 
your great Roman empire? You are 
dead, Titus! Nothing is left of you or of 
your mighty empire. You thought you 
could destroy Judaism. But I, the 
Ponevezher Rov, am here! My people are here! תּוֹרָה 
is here! Judaism is alive!” 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

עַד הַיּוֹם הַזֶה )דְבָרִים כח:י(.…וְלאֹ נָתַן ה׳ לָכֶם לֵב לָדַעַת  
 But ה׳ did not give you a heart to know…until this very day.     
מֹשֶה  that when עַד הַיּוֹם הַזֶה comments on the words רַשִ״י 
 came שְבָטִים all the other ,שֵבֶט לֵוִי and gave it to סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה wrote a רַבֵינוּ
to protest: “We too stood at הַר סִינַי and received the תּוֹרָה from ה׳. 
Why are you giving your שֵבֶט control over it? Tomorrow [i.e. after you 
die] they will claim that the תּוֹרָה belongs only to them!” When מֹשֶה 
heard this complaint, he rejoiced, and said, “This day you have become 
a people to ה׳, your G-d” (27:9). ּמֹשֶה רַבֵינו saw this grievance as a sign 
that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל had reached a new level. They were now passionate 
about clinging to ה׳. 
 In all honesty though, the argument raised by the שְבָטִים 
seems a little bit petty. Did they really think that שֵבֶט לֵוִי would try to 
“take control” of the תּוֹרָה and not allow others access to it? It seems 
more likely that the שְבָטִים were just hurt by the fact that the only  סֵפֶר
 In other words, they .שֵבֶט לֵוִי was entrusted into the hands of תּוֹרָה
were complaining, “It is not fair! We also want a סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה.” This 
argument seems somewhat juvenile. Why was מֹשֶה so happy to hear 
this complaint? 
 R' Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi explains that the small things 
that trouble a person are the best indicator of his spiritual state.  מֹשֶה
 in the 40 years they כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל fielded many complaints from רַבֵינוּ
spent in the wilderness. Some were valid, but many were truly petty. 
At one point they complained that the מָן could not taste like onion or 
garlic. This indicated that food was too high a priority. When the 

people came to complain about the placement of the only סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה 
into the hands of שֵבֶט לֵוִי, it showed that כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל had reached a 
turning point. They were no longer consumed with the trivial issues 
that once occupied them; they were bothered by the fact that they did 
not have of their own סֵפֶר תּוֹרָה. When מֹשֶה saw the change, he said, 
“This day you have become a people to ה׳, your G-d.” רַשִ״י explains that 
 were truly interested in כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל determined at that point that מֹשֶה
forging a relationship with ה׳ and clinging to Him.  
 and the ה׳ had expressed their genuine interest in כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל 
 Is their insistence on having their .הַר סִינַי forty years earlier, at תּוֹרָה
own סִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה a more powerful expression of faithfulness to ה׳ and 
the תּוֹרָה than the declaration of נַעֲשֶה וְנִשְמָע — we shall do and we shall 
hear?  
 When the entire כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל stood at הַר סִינַי ready to receive 
the תּוֹרָה, it was easy for everyone to express interest in the great gift 
they were about to receive. The air was charged with excitement as 
 the כְלַל יִשְרָאֵל and offered ,ה׳ descended from his meeting with מֹשֶה
 at that point could have been the נַעֲשֶה וְנִשְמָע The declaration .תּוֹרָה
result of a temporary spiritual “high,” not an expression of faithfulness. 
 Forty years later, the excitement of מַתַּן תּוֹרָה was a distant 
memory, but the שְבָטִים still insisted on having their own סִפְרֵי תּוֹרָה 
with which to maintain a personal connection to ה׳. That insistence 
was positive proof that the Jewish people were — and will always be 
 .s people’ה׳ —

Adapted from: Rabbi Frand on the Parashah 2 (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI In the late 1930s when the Vizhnitzer Rebbe, 
the Imrei Chaim, was in Grosswardein, 
he collected funds to feed the many 

refugees from Poland and Galicia.

When the chassid related that he had given 
the money to the widow early in morning, the 

Rebbe’s face changed color...

After Shacharis he went to see 
the Rebbe in his private room.

The rebbe explained…

The excited chassid went around delivering the funds.

The chassid gave it to the widow early 
in the morning on his way to shul.

My son, the list is 
longer this month, but 

please give out the 
money immediately.

Rebbe, Baruch 
Hashem, Asisi kol asher 
tzivisani - I completed 
the mission that I was 

commanded to do!

Gevaldig! Let’s 
go through the 

list...

Oy, vey! I 
apologize, but 

you can no longer 
distribute the 

tzedakah...

But - but, Rebbe, 
what could she 

do with the money 
so late at night? I 
delivered it before 

davening!

What happened? the 
Rebbe always sends on 

this day! He must have no 
more money in the fund... Oy! 

How will I manage? What 
will I do?

Mein Kind, can you 
imagine the woman’s pain 
that night, what she must 

have been thinking?

This last name on the list is 
an almanah (widow) who lives at 
the other end of town… It’s far 
and it’s so late at night - she’s 

probably asleep. I’ll get up early 
and deliver it in the morning 

before shacharis...

...each moment you give tzedakah sooner 
...is a moment less of a widow’s pain!

יר זַצַ״ל ים מֵאִּ ים) the 4th Vizhnitzer Rebbe ,ר׳ חַיִּ מְרֵי חַיִּ שְרָאֵל was born to ,(אִּ ינְדָא and ר׳ יִּ  Hager in הִּ
Vyzhnytsia, Romania (now Ukraine). He was a גָדוֹל בְתּוֹרָה וּבְהַתְמָדָה, and received יכָה  ר׳ שָלוֹם מָרְדְכַי from סְמִּ
Schwadron זַצַ״ל (the מַהַרְשַ״ם). In 1905, he married Margalit, the daughter of ר׳ זְאֵב Twersky 
(Rachmastrivka). During WWI, שְרָאֵל ידוּת moved the ר׳ יִּ שְרָאֵל to Grosswardein, Romania. After חֲסִּ  s'ר׳ יִּ
ירָה יר ,in 1936 פְטִּ ים מֵאִּ ידוּת was appointed Rebbe, and continued to build the ר׳ חַיִּ  During WWII, the .חֲסִּ
ים מְרֵי חַיִּ  .miraculously escaped deportation to Auschwitz and survived the war by hiding in Romania אִּ
After WWII, יר ים מֵאִּ  returned to Grosswardein for a year, but with the rise of communism, he ר׳ חַיִּ
immigrated to שְרָאֵל ידוּת For over 35 years the beloved and brilliant Rebbe rebuilt the .אֶרֶץ יִּ  into the חֲסִּ
flourishing יץ כּוּן װׅיזְנִּ לּוֹת and in many other בְנֵי בְרַק in שִּ דְקוּת around the world. His קְהִּ  combined with his צִּ
humble yet majestic demeanor won him the admiration of all and he was chosen to be a חָבֵר of the 
שְרָאֵל in מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵי הַתּוֹרָה יָאוֹת His original .אֶרֶץ יִּ מַטְרִּ בְרֵי תּוֹרָה and גִּ ים were collected in דִּ מְרֵי חַיִּ קוּטֵי אִּ  .סֵפֶר לִּ
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