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For on this day He will atone for you to cleanse you, from all
your sins before 7 will you be cleansed. (9: 10 X1p”)

7995 OV is the ultimate day of n23¥mn. It is the climax of the
N29Vn 2 Ny about which 8230 1YY (1: M) beseeches us: W7
217 INPN2 NP INYRNA NI, Seek /7 when He can be found; call Him
when He is near. Even those who were not inspired until this point to
improve their spiritual lives can achieve a profound turnaround on this
great and awesome day.

A critical component of the n:Wm process is the firm
commitment to avoid sin in the future. This cannot be achieved by
simply resolving “to be good,” or “to try harder.” A person must make
tangible resolutions to improve specific aspects of his interpersonal
behavior and Divine service in which he is lacking. A person who is
seriously ill must treat the root of his sickness. He cannot be satisfied
with merely adopting general “good health: practices. The same
applies to spiritual maladies.

In attempting N23¥m, people often become overwhelmed by
their many shortcomings and have no idea where to begin. Based on
the words of npnp (V:2): ... 7292772 797) ... — ... and follow the
path of your heart ..., the 2% in 927 Pnyn (end of NYY NY19) advises
that person’s primary thrust in doing N23¥n should be in the spheres
to which he feels a natural affinity.

When he is considering the possibilities for his nivap,

Yahrtzeits & Gedolim e«

29IV )72 R' Akiva Eiger 9783, born in Eisenstadt, Hungary, to
5521 - 5598 v and Yv2) Glns, learned in his uncle’s ( 9232
1761 — 1838y avnm) n2w» in Breslau. He changed his surname
from Guiins to Eger in order to honor his uncle. He married Y99,
the daughter of Nn»2)10 PNY 1. Later on, he served as N2>¥» ¥N1 in
Lissa. At the age of 30, he became 17 of Markish-Friedland, Prussia,
for 25 years before serving as the 27 of Posen. There are many
stories about his modesty and humility. King Frededrich Il awarded
him a medal for his acts of heroism with cholera patients. His
OWITN and NiNVR are classics in every n2¥» and his notes are
printed on the side of the X793, NPMWYN and Y NZY. As per his
wishes, only the words 7 >712y1n T2y are his title on his 127.
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resolutions, for the new year, a person must remember the rule of the
N2 (: T MWD UNY), NDAN OIN PN NP NY 1AM NYan — if you
seize a large amount, you may not have seized anything at all; if you
seize a small amount, you have certainly seized that. This rule can be
applied to N23¥n. If a person attempts [too] many things at once, he
will probably not accomplish much. It is much better to concentrate on
a few matters that he feels are within reach.

It has been the accepted practice of many of our ©>9¥7), and
other righteous Jews, to commit their niYap, resolutions, for the ©?
N7 to paper. They would write these niYap on little notes which
they would carry with them or keep in places where they would be
sure to see them. From time to time, these notes would be taken out
and reviewed to determine if their commitments were being kept.
Furthermore, by reading their handwritten nYap, the would reawaken
within themselves the drive and enthusiasm of the 53N period when
their hearts were inflamed with the desire to improve and purify their
souls.

This is one reason why written niYap are so much more
effective than oral or mental ones, which are very often forgotten with
the passage of time. It is important to bear in mind that all m>ap,
whether they are written or oral, should be prefaced by a statement of
973 °73, to avoid the serious consequences associated with violating a
VOW.

Adapted from: Rav Pam on the Festivals (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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D8y PN KPY 1 and S8t apy 1 of Lissa, the
nyT »N, once shared a horse-drawn
carriage to Warsaw. As they drew near the
city, a large crowd came out to greet
them. One fellow unhitched the horses,
and everyone vied for the honor of
pulling the wagon. Certain that this
honor was being extended to apy» 1, M
NDPY slipped out of the wagon to help
pull the carriage. Almost at the same
moment, 2Py 1 also slipped out of the
wagon. Together, they both helped to pull the empty
carriage.

517 DNIAN )2 ONIWY N YD

DIODY DI DIPRT WD P2 002 3 DOTRIVT T TID OOMIT ORI 02 D I

-~ -

O IR IDNI) 2092 12731 N2AY2 ROV TINID TI2VRNY JTYIND STODNDY LM TR ONOX )

TTS




1 Living

w T imeless Torah

TIROXPIPVNPN) ... (N7) ... 29IV 71D ¥y 772 YpIeY 01
(2 PYD ,N79PN Y20 DMN NN TIWINY) ... N¥? 132V IN 0Ny

Before blowing the 797¢ one should recite the 77232 of ybyo
791 5, to hear the sound of the 19i¢i..The X”)7 notes even if the
person blowing the 991¢ has already fulfilled the 72)¥», he should still
make this 77273...

The mMa MW (N pro) explains: Although generally it is
better to make the n27a for oneself if the one who blows the 991w
was already NV the myn, still, it is the 023y 30 that the one who
blows the 791¥ should make the n272.

A possible way to explain this interesting 3 is based on
the rule of m2y, responsibility for another Jew. The reason that one
can make a N272 for another Jew is based on the fact that we are all
responsible for one another. Our responsibility for another Jew
performing ni¥n is the same as our own responsibility for ourselves.
We have a share in the myn of a fellow Jew that entitles us to make a
n272 for him. On MWn WNY our niypn are greatly enhanced by
adding the extra feeling that we are caring for one another’s nisn.

This is also demonstrated by another n2%n. We don't blow
191 when mwn WK falls on nay. We give up the protection of the
191¥ for the whole year because we are concerned that one simple
Jew might accidentally make a mistake and carry the 19¢ on nay.
The m>oy of caring for another Jew is a greater protection than
blowing the 191¢.

This is true not only when it comes to caring for another
Jew's nisn; of course, it also applies to our concern for another Jew's
nYNY), material needs.
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Normally, R' Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik Y7x3, the Brisker Rav,
would avoid answering questions in n2%n, but when it came to
questions touching on w9 mps (danger to life), he would make an
exception. As 7995 0¥ approached, the 29 would make himself more
accessable to people who had questions regarding the fast. When a

Spgeial gnd of yegar megssage from our
devoted editorial staff ...

As "1m3 0 closes in, the devoted
editorial staff of this publication
would like to take this
opportunity to bentch all of 923
X1 with a year of nixw, nivawh,
ningy, and a 210 A0
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® »T) is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed.

e Although no meals will be eaten on 9395 0¥, nevertheless, e The tables in the shul should be covered as well.

Reviewed by R Gedalyahu Eckstein

“Since we only discuss a few miayn, it isimportant to consider these misyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.

situation required it, he would even send a messenger to a person
who the 27 knew intended to fast in spite of his poor health. The
messenger would inform the person that the 137 ruled that he was
prohibited from fasting.

The 27's general rule followed the opinion of his father, R'

Chaim: Anything may be done to minimize the danger to a sick
person. Where there is a question of danger to life, if eating normally
would benefit the ill person's health, then none of the stringencies —
such as eating small measures (less that a 1wy according to N271) —
applied.

One vyear, the 217 called the head of the sanitarium for

tuberculosis-stricken patients in the ©»n 7ipn neighborhood and told
him that, for the sake of his patients’ health, he must feed them
fresh, hot food on 9393 oY, so that they would eat their fill.

The man, a simple, honest Jew from Hungary, could not

imagine doing such a thing on 9393 0¥ — to cook and serve hot food?
He responded that it would be too difficult for him. Only if he would
hear such instructions from the 27 of Pressburg, R" Akiva Sofer, would
he be prepared to carry out the order.

Upon hearing this, the 17 sent a letter to the 27 of

Pressburg, requesting that he send the man written instructions.
Indeed, R' Akiva Sofer sent a letter to the head of the sanitarium,
affirming that he agreed with the Brisker 27's ruling that fresh,
nourishing food must be served to the patients on 9193 o¥.

The 27 was still doubtful whether the director would be

able to bring himself to carry out his instructions and sought a way to
ensure that the ruling would be obeyed. On 7193 0y itself, one of the
17's close @77, who learned in the Nn2>¥? y172n, volunteered to go
on foot all the way from n2x) to ©»n 7ipn, near Talpiot, to see with
his own eyes that fresh food was indeed being cooked for the
patients for the sake of their health.

Adapted from: Torah MiTzion — Rabbi Ben Zion Sobel
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W1 Questions . week

1.Why would the Hebrew word Ay, which is translated as hair,
also be used to describe fear?

2.What did SN 593 intend to do in order to prevent the
impending death of nYn?
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the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just
as they are on mav.
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Dear 1nym,

R' Akiva Eiger Y731 was
extremely reluctant to serve as
the Chief Rabbi of Posen and only
agreed because his mother asked
him to accept the position. His
uneasiness about having to tell
others what to do is recorded in a
personal letter. In it, he reveals
that he is 5%9mn on the oM
o8 that 77 will release him
from his position.

He had an important
guideline from which he did not
deviate. The city of Posen was
part of the Austro-Hungarian
empire and he wouldn’t answer
guestions that came from outside
the country. He would explain to
petitioners that answering their
guestion would be improper. The
stature of other o327 would be
diminished if all of their nionp
sent their questions to an out-of-
country 1.

However, once he did
reply to a letter from Bialystock,
Poland. His his n23wn began:
"Although | am unworthy of
answering questions from distant
lands that are filled with great
0”27 and N2%n d9ya, and surely
Poland is not lacking in either,
this time | will answer."

He then proceeded to

SageSayings

R" Akiva Eiger, Yrsy,

explain why he deviated from his
usual practice in this particular
case. "A few months ago, | was at
a NNV at which someone from
your town said that he would
write me concerning a difficult
matter. Although | did not
encourage him to do so, | also did
not discourage him. In fact, | may
have even nodded my head
slightly. That nod may have been
taken as a commitment to
answer the question. If |
appeared to have agreed, | do
not want to appear as if |
changed my mind on a
commitment."

My Tnom, why did R
Akiva Eiger's questionable nod
override his concern for the
honor of the Polish ©»a7? R
Akiva Eiger explained clearly in his
letter that this was an exception.
Even though he was an Wy, a
modest person, he was fully
aware of his greatness .. He
W2oo'd that any possible 1 5390
overrides his personal humility.
We, too, must not be too humble
and think, “Who notices what |
do?” We all represent a min )2
to the outside world!

AR R R R R
mPTN3, Your »a9

Story adapted from R’ Shimon Susholz, 57xt

had a very unusual close

relationship with all of his ©*nYn. He loved each one
of them dearly and he treated every one of them with
the utmost respect and concern. In the many letters to
his students, he never once addressed any one of them
as »Pnhn (my students). He would say, " 9yn ©»n yn
TIYNYN 1D YN VIYOYY VN — Who knows which of us

learned more from whom?"

Source: Heard from R’ Shmuel Waldman x7vs5v
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.y Understanding

Davening
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Bring us back to You, 77, and we shall
return...

The N9 ()9 Npv) teaches us the
amazing power of an individual's sincere
NVYR. The XY says in the name of R
Meir: nvn is so powerful that if one
does N2, the sins of the whole world
are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger explains
this 8793 in the ©v"wn P9, quoting 0”10
NN, basing his understanding of the
2 of M1y, being responsible for other
people's miyp. Just as we are bound
together and can be the guarantors for
someone else's misn, if someone else
does N2Wn, then we are forgiven in his
merit! Such is the power of ma1y. This is
one of the reasons why all of our nivon
are written in the plural form. We are all
bound together as one!

This Week in Hit: Wy

9 »9¥i;m 3884 — qUY 12 XDPY 1 NP died Dy
oY VTR in Caesaria, on the same day that
NOWIN NTIN was born (.ay p¥aTR). He received
most of his teaching from ©1P7IN 12 NYIN M
and NN 2 YyWin> M. His other ©»27 included
his close friends Y1970 7 and 303 ¥x DIN.
Some of his famous ©*nYm. included 1Yo
YIRY 3, DI 5¥2 PN 1, ONOD T2 1WHY M, M
NDO2N 12 X0, and XRYIN 12 NI 1. When the
evil empire of Rome decreed a prohibition on
learning mim, XpY 7 taught N7im in public,
in defiance of their decree. He was caught and
sentenced to death. When N2>py 1 was taken
out to be killed, it was ¥ nx>7p )Y and in
his last lesson to his ©7n%n he demonstrated
the greatness of his devotion and love for 1
by reciting yn¥ until his W) left him with the
words TN T — Hashem is One.

10 »9ps 2449 — The 2™ nimb were brought
down by 127 NWn after he twice spent 40
days on >»© 0 pleading on behalf of 593
N, T restored His goodwill with the 91
92790 and taught a1 NYin the My vHv
©0NI) MY, 13 attributes of mercy. 1 gave
131 Y the 2™ nimY — thereby establishing
this day as 7195 oy, a time for atonement,
forgiveness and npwn for all future
generations.
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A FEW DAYS BEFORE YOM KIPPUR THE BELZER
REBBE, R’ AHARON ROKEACH, CAME TO VISIT R’
AKIVA SOFER. AFTER THEIR DISCUSSION...

THE BELZER REBBE WOLLD NOT GIVE UP, AND WAS NOT
SATISFIED WHEN R’ AKIVA SOFER TOLD HIM, ‘ZOL DER REBBE
ZEIN GEBENTCHED! MAY THE REBBE BE BLESSED.’

NO, PLEASE
PLACE PUT YOUR
RIGHT HAND ON MY
HEAD. I NEED YOUR
FULL BRACHA!

BEFORE I

LEAVE, PLEASE WHO AM T
BENTCH ME! TO BENTCH THE

-\ BELZER REBBE?

CHAS V'SHOLOM
THAT I SHOULD BENTCH
THE BELZER REBBE LIKE
EVERYONE ELSE...

YOU ARE A DIRECT
DESCENDANT OF THE
CHASAM SOFER.

PLEASE,
PLEASE DO A
YID A TOIVA...

= 7 S, SEITE |
| NOT LON&G AFTER THE BELZER REBBE LEFT, R’ AKIVA SOFER LEFT
HIS HOME WITH A TALMID TO 60 TO THE BEIS HAMEDRASH...
M7 = ' i
F
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THE BELZER REBBE KEPT INSISTING
AND WOULD NOT RELENT.

NO! PLEASE

YESIMCHA 'ZOL DER PLACE PUT YOUR
ELOKIM K’ EFRAIM... ’ REBBE ZEIN RIGHT HAND ON MY
YEVORECHECHA... = GEBENTCHED! HEAD AND GIVE ME

YOUR FULL BRACHA...

D L |

| THE PAUPER S5TOOD UP AND CLEARLY FELT VERY
HONORED TO GIVE THE BRACHA AS INSTRUCTED.

e

IF THE BELZER REBRBE
ASKED ME FOR SUCH A
BRACHA, THEN I CAN SURELY
ASK A JEWISH PAUPER FOR
THIS KIND OF B8RACHA...

REBS8I, CAN
YOU PLEASE EXPLAIN
WHAT THAT WAS ALL

I LEARNED THIS
FROM THE BELZER

R’ AKIVA DN WAS BORN IN PRESSBLIRG (BRATISLAVA, SLOVAKIAD, TO DN NNV 1 (27 OF PRESSBLIRG, KNOWN AS
THE 191D LIYD, AND ROCHEL ROSA SOFER. AT THE AGE OF 20 HE WAS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS A MYY TIN
TOGETHER WITH HIS FATHER. HE RECEIVED N2)ID FROM 191D 12D MYYN 1) OF UPNY (HUNGARYD. AFTER HIS
FATHER'S PASSING, HE BECAME 1) AND NVY) WUNI AT THE AGE OF 99, HE WAS A CHARISMATIC PIONEER (HE
INITIATED THAT THE N2'Y) SHOULD SERVE MEALS) AND HIS NW) FLOURISHED, AS DID HIS STATURE. HE WAS
APPOINTED WN) OF THE COLNCIL OF ORTHODOX RABBIS IN HUNEARY, WHICH REPRESENTED 300 COMMUNITIES. IN
1939, UPON THE ADVICE OF HIS LNCLE, YiyNVY ' SOFER 58}, HE ESCAPED TO SWITZERLAND, AND FROM THERE, HE
IMMIGRATED TO INIY? NN AND SETTLED IN D2 THERE, HE FOLINDED THE N2V OF PRESSBLRG IN D2V,
WHERE HE TALGHT FOR TWENTY YEARS. HE WAS THE AUTHOR OF 191D NYT. HE ALSO SERVED AS THE PRESIOENT OF
THE NININD NIV D215 AND WAS A MEMBER OF THE DNV 21T) NYYIN OF THE DXV NTNN. HIS ESTEEMED
D>TNYR INCLUDED 57781 INN NP0 ININY 1 AND I78T TAIION I¥9 HNON? 1) AMONE OTHERS.
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