
Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Akiva Eiger זַצַ״ל, born in Eisenstadt, Hungary, to 
ה ר׳ בִנְיָמִין ) Güns, learned in his uncle’s גִיטל and מֹשֶׁ
ר  in Breslau. He changed his surname יְשִיבָה (װאָלף אֵיגֶׁ

from Güns to Eger in order to honor his uncle. He married גלִיקכן, 
the daughter of ר׳ יִצְחָק מַרְגָלִיוּת. Later on, he served as ראֹש יְשִיבָה in 
Lissa. At the age of 30, he became רָב of Markish-Friedland, Prussia, 
for 25 years before serving as the רָב of Posen. There are many 
stories about his modesty and humility. King Frededrich III awarded 
him a medal for his acts of heroism with cholera patients. His 
 and his notes are יְשִיבָה are classics in every תְשוּבוֹת and חִדּוּשִים
printed on the side of the מִשְנָיוֹת ,גְמָרָא and ְלְחָן עָרוּך  As per his .שֻׁ
wishes, only the words ד מֵעֲבְדֵי ד׳ בֶׁ ר are his title on his עֶׁ בֶׁ  .קֶׁ

  י״ג תשרי
5521 – 5598 
1761 – 1838 

 of Lissa, the ר׳ יַעֲקֹב זַצַ״ל and ר׳ עַקִיבָא אֵיגֶר זַצַ״ל
 once shared a horse-drawn ,חַווֹת דַעַת
carriage to Warsaw. As they drew near the 
city, a large crowd came out to greet 
them. One fellow unhitched the horses, 
and everyone vied for the honor of 
pulling the wagon. Certain that this 
honor was being extended to ר׳  ,ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
 slipped out of the wagon to help עַקִיבָא
pull the carriage. Almost at the same 
moment, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב also slipped out of the 
wagon. Together, they both helped to pull the empty 
carriage. 
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טְהָרוּ.  י יְהוָֹה תִּ פְנֵּ ם לִּ יכֶּ ֹּאתֵּ כֹּל חַט ם מִּ תְכֶּ ר אֶּ ם לְטַהֵּ יכֶּ ר עֲלֵּ ה יְכַפֵּ י בַיּוֹם הַזֶּ כִּ  
 For on this day He will atone for you to cleanse you, from all 
your sins before ד׳ will you be cleansed. (קְרָא טז:ל  (וַיִּּ
פוּר   It is the climax of the .תְשׁוּבָה is the ultimate day of יוֹם כִּ
י תְשׁוּבָה ת יְמֵּ רֶּ יא about which עֲשֶּ רְשׁוּ  :beseeches us (נה:ו) יְשַׁעְיָ־הוּ הַנָבִּ דִּ
הְיוֹתוֹ קָרוֹב מָצְאוֹ קְרָאֻהוּ בִּ  when He can be found; call Him ד׳ Seek ,יְהוָֹה בְהִּ
when He is near. Even those who were not inspired until this point to 
improve their spiritual lives can achieve a profound turnaround on this 
great and awesome day. 
 A critical component of the תְשׁוּבָה process is the firm 
commitment to avoid sin in the future. This cannot be achieved by 
simply resolving “to be good,” or “to try harder.” A person must make 
tangible resolutions to improve specific aspects of his interpersonal 
behavior and Divine service in which he is lacking. A person who is 
seriously ill must treat the root of his sickness. He cannot be satisfied 
with merely adopting general “good health: practices. The same 
applies to spiritual maladies. 
 In attempting תְשׁוּבָה, people often become overwhelmed by 
their many shortcomings and have no idea where to begin. Based on 
the words of ת לֶּ בְךָ …  :(יא:ט) קֹּהֶּ י לִּ ךְ בְדַרְכֵּ … וְהַלֵּ  — … and follow the 
path of your heart …, the י״ב ק דָבָר in נְצִּ מֶּ  advises (פָרָשַׁת שְׁלַח end of) הַעֵּ
that person’s primary thrust in doing תְשׁוּבָה should be in the spheres 
to which he feels a natural affinity. 
 When he is considering the possibilities for his קַבָלוֹת, 

resolutions, for the new year, a person must remember the rule of the 
ֹּאשׁ הַשָׁנָה ד:) גְמָרָא ֹּא תָפַסְתָ, תָפַסְתָ מוּעָט תָפַסְתָ  ,(ר  if you — תָפַסְתָ מְרוּבָה ל
seize a large amount, you may not have seized anything at all; if you 
seize a small amount, you have certainly seized that. This rule can be 
applied to תְשׁוּבָה. If a person attempts [too] many things at once, he 
will probably not accomplish much. It is much better to concentrate on 
a few matters that he feels are within reach. 
 It has been the accepted practice of many of our ים  and ,גְדוֹלִּ
other righteous Jews, to commit their קַבָלוֹת, resolutions, for the  ים יָמִּ
ים  on little notes which קַבָלוֹת to paper. They would write these נוֹרָאִּ
they would carry with them or keep in places where they would be 
sure to see them. From time to time, these notes would be taken out 
and reviewed to determine if their commitments were being kept. 
Furthermore, by reading their handwritten קַבָלוֹת, the would reawaken 
within themselves the drive and enthusiasm of the אֱלוּל period when 
their hearts were inflamed with the desire to improve and purify their 
souls. 
 This is one reason why written קַבָלוֹת are so much more 
effective than oral or mental ones, which are very often forgotten with 
the passage of time. It is important to bear in mind that all קַבָלוֹת, 
whether they are written or oral, should be prefaced by a statement of 
ר דֶּ י נֶּ  to avoid the serious consequences associated with violating a ,בְלִּ
vow. 

Adapted from: Rav Pam on the Festivals (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״ילע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל

קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI The Belzer Rebbe would not give up, and was not 
satisfied when R’ Akiva Sofer told him, ‘Zol der Rebbe 

zein gebentched! May the Rebbe be blessed.’

A few days before Yom Kippur the Belzer 
Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach, came to visit R’ 

Akiva Sofer. After their discussion...

 Before I 
leave, Please 

bentch me!

 No, Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head. I need your 

full bracha!

Chas V’sholom 
that I should bentch 
the Belzer Rebbe like 

everyone else...

Who am I 
to bentch the 
Belzer Rebbe?

The Belzer Rebbe kept insisting 
and would not relent.

Not long after the Belzer Rebbe left, R’ Akiva Sofer left 
his home with a talmid to go to the beis hamedrash...

The pauper stood up and clearly felt very 
honored to give the bracha as instructed.

‘Zol der 
Rebbe zein 

gebentched!’

No! Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head and give me 

your full Bracha...

Rebbi, can 
you Please explain 
what that was all 

about?

I learned this 
from the Belzer 

Rebbe...

If the Belzer Rebbe 
asked me for such a 

Bracha, then I can surely 
ask a Jewish pauper for 

this kind of bracha...

Yesimcha 
Elokim K’ Efraim... 
Yevorechecha...

You are a direct 
descendant of the 

Chasam Sofer.
Please, 

Please do a 
yid a toiva...

??

R' Akiva זַצַ״ל was born in Pressburg (Bratislava, Slovakia), to ם מְחָה בּוּנִׂ  of Pressburg, known as רָב) ר׳ שִׂ
the ר בֶט סוֹפֵׁ עוּר and Rochel Rosa Sofer.  At the age of 20 he was appointed to serve as a ,(שֵׁ יד שִׂ  מַגִׂ
together with his father. He received יכָה ר from סְמִׂ יעֶזֶר זוּסְמַן סוֹפֵׁ  After his .(Hungary) פּאַקש of ר׳ אֱלִׂ
father's passing, he became רָב and יבָה  at the age of 29. He was a charismatic pioneer (he ראֺש יְשִׂ
initiated that the יבָה יבָה should serve meals) and his יְשִׂ  flourished, as did his stature. He was יְשִׂ
appointed ראֺש of the Council of Orthodox Rabbis in Hungary, which represented 300 communities. In 
1939, upon the advice of his uncle, מְעוֹן  he escaped to Switzerland, and from there, he ,זַצַ״ל Sofer ר׳ שִׂ
immigrated to ל שְרָאֵׁ ם and settled in אֶרֶץ יִׂ יבָה There, he founded the .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ ם of Pressburg in יְשִׂ  ,יְרוּשָלַיִׂ
where he taught for twenty years. He was the author of ר  He also served as the President of .דַעַת סוֹפֵׁ
the י הַחוֹמוֹת ל שוֹמְרֵׁ ל and was a member of the כּוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ י יִׂ ל of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ  His esteemed .אֲגוּדַת יִׂ

ים ידִׂ י װאָזנר זַצַ״ל included תַלְמִׂ וִׂ ל הַלֵׁ נְבַּךְ זַצַ״ל and ר׳ שְמוּאֵׁ ישְל אַײזִׂ ל פִׂ יאֵׁ  .among others ר׳ יְחִׂ
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A G U D A T H  I S R A E L  O F  A M E R I C A

פרשה: האזינו       הפטרה: שובה ישראל... )הושע יד:ב-י; יואל ב:יא-כז; מיכה ז:יח-כ(

דף יומי: שבת: חולין קמ"ב  יום כפור: בכורות ג׳     לדוד ה׳ אורי

יוה״כ: שחרית:...אחרי מות...)ויקרא טז,  במדבר כט:ז-יא(  הפטרה:...סלו סלו פנו דרך...)ישעיהו נז:יד-נח:יד(

יזכור     מנחה: ויקרא יח הפטרה:...ויהי דבר ה' אל יונה...)ישעיהו נז:יד-נח:יד(

גמר חתימה טובה!



     

1. Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear? 

2. What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

1. When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם  .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל .2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳  .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

שְמֹעַ קוֹל שוֹפָר    תְקַע יְבָרֵךְ לִּ ם יְבָרֵךְ …  )רְמָ״א(  …   קֹדֶם שֶיִּ לּוּק בֵין אִּ וְאֵין חִּ
יף ב׳(…  לְעַצְמוֹ אוֹ שֶכְבָר יָצָא   ימָן תקפ״ה, סְעִּ ים סִּ לְחָן עָרוּךְ אוֹרַח חַיִּ )שֻׁ  

 Before blowing the שוֹפָר one should recite the בְרָכָה of  ַשְמֹע לִּ
 notes even if the רְמָ״א The...שוֹפָר to hear the sound of the ,קוֹל שוֹפָר
person blowing the שוֹפָר has already fulfilled the צְוָה  he should still ,מִּ
make this בְרָכָה… 
 The שְנָה בְרוּרָה  explains: Although generally it is )ס״ק ה׳( מִּ
better to make the בְרָכָה for oneself if the one who blows the שוֹפָר 
was already יוֹצֵא the צְוָה נְהָג הָעוֹלָם still, it is the ,מִּ  that the one who מִּ
blows the שוֹפָר should make the בְרָכָה.  
 A possible way to explain this interesting נְהָג  is based on מִּ
the rule of עֲרְבוּת, responsibility for another Jew. The reason that one 
can make a בְרָכָה for another Jew is based on the fact that we are all 
responsible for one another. Our responsibility for another Jew 
performing צְוֹת  .is the same as our own responsibility for ourselves מִּ
We have a share in the צְוָה  of a fellow Jew that entitles us to make a מִּ
יעוֹת our ראֹש הַשָנָה for him. On בְרָכָה  are greatly enhanced by תְקִּ
adding the extra feeling that we are caring for one another’s צְוֹת  .מִּ
 This is also demonstrated by another הֲלָכָה. We don't blow 
 We give up the protection of the .שַבָת falls on ראֹש הַשָנָה when שוֹפָר
 for the whole year because we are concerned that one simple שוֹפָר
Jew might accidentally make a mistake and carry the שוֹפָר on שַבָת. 
The זְכוּת of caring for another Jew is a greater protection than 
blowing the שוֹפָר. 
 This is true not only when it comes to caring for another 
Jew's צְוֹת  of course, it also applies to our concern for another Jew's ;מִּ
יוּת        .material needs ,גַשְמִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Normally, R' Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, the Brisker Rav, 
would avoid answering questions in הֲלָכָה, but when it came to 
questions touching on קּוּחַ נֶפֶש  he would make an ,(danger to life) פִּ
exception. As פוּר  would make himself more רָב approached, the יוֹם כִּ
accessable to people who had questions regarding the fast. When a 

situation required it, he would even send a messenger to a person 
who the רָב knew intended to fast in spite of his poor health. The 
messenger would inform the person that the רָב ruled that he was 
prohibited from fasting. 
 The רָב's general rule followed the opinion of his father, R' 
Chaim: Anything may be done to minimize the danger to a sick 
person. Where there is a question of danger to life, if eating normally 
would benefit the ill person's health, then none of the stringencies — 
such as eating small measures (less that a עוּר  — (הֲלָכָה according to שִּ
applied. 
 One year, the רָב called the head of the sanitarium for 
tuberculosis-stricken patients in the ים  neighborhood and told מְקוֹר חַיִּ
him that, for the sake of his patients’ health, he must feed them 
fresh, hot food on פוּר  .so that they would eat their fill ,יוֹם כִּ
 The man, a simple, honest Jew from Hungary, could not 
imagine doing such a thing on פוּר  ?to cook and serve hot food — יוֹם כִּ
He responded that it would be too difficult for him. Only if he would 
hear such instructions from the רָב of Pressburg, R' Akiva Sofer, would 
he be prepared to carry out the order. 
 Upon hearing this, the רָב sent a letter to the רָב of 
Pressburg, requesting that he send the man written instructions. 
Indeed, R' Akiva Sofer sent a letter to the head of the sanitarium, 
affirming that he agreed with the Brisker רָב's ruling that fresh, 
nourishing food must be served to the patients on פוּר  .יוֹם כִּ
 The רָב was still doubtful whether the director would be 
able to bring himself to carry out his instructions and sought a way to 
ensure that the ruling would be obeyed. On פוּר  itself, one of the יוֹם כִּ
ים s close'רָב ידִּ יבָה who learned in the ,תַלְמִּ  volunteered to go ,חֶבְרוֹן יְשִּ
on foot all the way from לָה ים to גְאֻׁ  near Talpiot, to see with ,מְקוֹר חַיִּ
his own eyes that fresh food was indeed being cooked for the 
patients for the sake of their health. 

Adapted from: Torah MiTzion — Rabbi Ben Zion Sobel 
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Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

 is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item וִדוּי •
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed.  

• Although no meals will be eaten on יוֹם כִפּוּר, nevertheless, 

the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just 
as they are on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

• The tables in the shul should be covered as well. 
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Akiva Eiger ״ל צַּ  was זַּ
extremely reluctant to serve as 
the Chief Rabbi of Posen and only 
agreed because his mother asked 
him to accept the position. His 
uneasiness about having to tell 
others what to do is recorded in a 
personal letter. In it, he reveals 
that he is לֵל יָמִים  on the מִתְפַּ
 will release him ד׳ that נוֹרָאִים
from his position. 
 He had an important 
guideline from which he did not 
deviate. The city of Posen was 
part of the Austro-Hungarian 
empire and he wouldn’t answer 
questions that came from outside 
the country. He would explain to 
petitioners that answering their 
question would be improper. The 
stature of other בָנִים  would be רַּ
diminished if all of their קְהִלּוֹת 
sent their questions to an out-of-
country רָב.  
 However, once he did 
reply to a letter from Bialystock, 
Poland. His his תְשׁוּבָה began: 
"Although I am unworthy of 
answering questions from distant 
lands that are filled with great 
בָנִים לֵי הֲלָכָה and רַּ עַּ  and surely ,בַּ
Poland is not lacking in either, 
this time I will answer."  
 He then proceeded to 

explain why he deviated from his 
usual practice in this particular 
case. "A few months ago, I was at 
a שִמְחָה at which someone from 
your town said that he would 
write me concerning a difficult 
matter. Although I did not 
encourage him to do so, I also did 
not discourage him. In fact, I may 
have even nodded my head 
slightly. That nod may have been 
taken as a commitment to 
answer the question. If I 
appeared to have agreed, I do 
not want to appear as if I 
changed my mind on a 
commitment." 
   My לְמִיד  'why did R ,תַּ
Akiva Eiger's questionable nod 
override his concern for the 
honor of the Polish בָנִים  'R ?רַּ
Akiva Eiger explained clearly in his 
letter that this was an exception. 
Even though he was an עָנָו, a 
modest person, he was fully 
aware of his greatness … He 
סְקָן  חִלּוּל ד׳ d that any possible’פַּ
overrides his personal humility. 
We, too, must not be too humble 
and think, “Who notices what I 
do?” We all represent a ן תוֹרָה  בֶּ
to the outside world! 

     יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶּ

Story adapted from R’ Shimon Susholz, ״ל צַּ  זַּ

יבֵנוּ ד׳ אֵלֶיךָ וְנָשוּבָה  …הֲשִׁ  
Bring us back to You, ד׳, and we shall 

return… 
The מָרָא  teaches us the (יוּמָא פו:) גְּ
amazing power of an individual's sincere 
שׁוּבָה מָרָא The .תְּ  'says in the name of R גְּ
Meir: שׁוּבָה  is so powerful that if one תְּ
does שׁוּבָה  the sins of the whole world ,תְּ
are also forgiven. R' Akiva Eiger explains 
this מָרָא לָיוֹן הַשַ״ס in the גְּ הַרַ״ם  quoting ,גִּ
פּאַנוּ  basing his understanding of the ,מִּ
ית רִּ בוּת of בְּ  being responsible for other ,עֲרְּ
people's וֹת צְּ  Just as we are bound .מִּ
together and can be the guarantors for 
someone else's וֹת צְּ  if someone else ,מִּ
does שׁוּבָה  then we are forgiven in his ,תְּ
merit! Such is the power of בוּת  This is .עֲרְּ
one of the reasons why all of our לוֹת פִּ  תְּ
are written in the plural form. We are all 
bound together as one! 

Sage Sayings

R' Akiva Eiger, זַצַ״ל, had a very unusual close 
relationship with all of his תַלְמִידִים. He loved each one 
of them dearly and he treated every one of them with 
the utmost respect and concern. In the many letters to 
his students, he never once addressed any one of them 
as תַלְמִידִי (my students). He would say, " װעֶר װײֵס װעֶר
 Who knows which of us — האָט געֶלעֶרנט מעֶר פוּן װעֶמעֶן?
learned more from whom?" Source: Heard from R’ Shmuel Waldman שליט״א 

רֵי 9 שְׁ ן יוֹסֵף — 3884 תִּ א בֶּ נָּא ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ ל  died תַּ עַּ
שֵׁם ר׳  in Caesaria, on the same day that קִדּוּשׁ הַּ
שִיא נָּ ה הַּ  He received .(קִדּוּשִׁין עב.) was born יְהוּדָּ
most of his teaching from ן הוּרְקְנוּס ר בֶּ זֶּ לִיעֶּ  ר׳ אֶּ
and נְיָּא ן חֲנַּ עַּ בֶּ בֵיִים His other .ר׳ יְהוֹשֻׁׁ  included רֶּ
his close friends רְפוֹן מְזוּ and ר׳ טַּ  .נָּחוּם אִישׁ גַּ
Some of his famous לְמִידִים ר  included תַּ זָּ לְעָּ ר׳ אֶּ
מּוּע ן שַּׁ נֵס ,בֶּ ל הַּ עַּ אי ,ר׳ מֵאִיר בַּ ר יוֹחַּ ר׳  ,ר׳ שִׁמְעוֹן בַּ
א פְתָּ ן חֲלַּ אי and ,יוֹסִי בֶּ עַּ ן אִלָּ ה בֶּ  When the .ר׳ יְהוּדָּ
evil empire of Rome decreed a prohibition on 
learning ה א ,תוֹרָּ ה taught ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ  ,in public תוֹרָּ
in defiance of their decree. He was caught and 
sentenced to death. When א  was taken ר׳ עֲקִיבָּ
out to be killed, it was ע ן קְרִיאַת שְׁמַּ  and in זְמַּ
his last lesson to his לְמִידִים  he demonstrated תַּ
the greatness of his devotion and love for ד׳ 
by reciting ע ה until his שְׁמַּ מָּ  left him with the נְשָּׁ
words ד חָּ  .Hashem is One — ד׳ אֶּ
רֵי 10 שְׁ  were brought לוּחוֹת The 2nd — 2449 תִּ
down by ּבֵינו ה רַּ  after he twice spent 40 מֹשֶּׁ
days on י ר סִינַּ ל  pleading on behalf of הַּ כְלַּ
אֵל דוֹר  restored His goodwill with the ד׳ .יִשְרָּ
ר מִדְבָּ בֵינוּ and taught הַּ ה רַּ שְרֵה  the מֹשֶּׁ שְלֹשׁ עֶּ
חֲמִים רַּ  gave ד׳ .attributes of mercy 13 ,מִדּוֹת הָּ
בֵינוּ ה רַּ  thereby establishing — לוּחוֹת the 2nd מֹשֶּׁ
this day as יוֹם כִפּוּר, a time for atonement, 
forgiveness and ה  for all future תְשׁוּבָּ
generations. 

This Week in History

Special end of year message from our 
devoted editorial staff ... 

As פּוּר  closes in, the devoted יוֹם כִּ
editorial staff of this publication 
would like to take this 
opportunity to bentch all of  לַל כְּ
רָאֵל שְּ פוּאוֹת with a year of יִּ שׁוּעוֹת ,רְּ  ,יְּ
ימָה טוֹבָה  and a ,נֶחָמוֹת מַר חַתִּ  !גְּ

Understanding
Davening

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the



     

1. Why would the Hebrew word עָר  ,which is translated as hair ,שֵׂ
also be used to describe fear? 

2. What did ל רָאֵׂ לַל יִשְּ  intend to do in order to prevent the כְּ
impending death of ה  ?מֹשֶׁ

1. When a person is frightened, his hair bristles and stands up on end ( ֹד״ה לא
ְׂעָרוּם אֲבֹתֵיכֶם  .(32:17 — ש

ֵׂל .2 ְּרָא ְּלַל יִש ֶׁה planned to stop כ ְּבוֹ from going up מֹש  Two ways to understand .הַר נ
this are: a) through their  ַכֹח of הַכָרַת הַטוֹב [see שִיחוֹת מוּסָר ל״ב:י״ג] or b) by 
physically holding him back (ְׂדַבֵר ה׳  .(32:48 — ד״ה וַי
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 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

שְמֹעַ קוֹל שוֹפָר    תְקַע יְבָרֵךְ לִּ ם יְבָרֵךְ …  )רְמָ״א(  …   קֹדֶם שֶיִּ לּוּק בֵין אִּ וְאֵין חִּ
יף ב׳(…  לְעַצְמוֹ אוֹ שֶכְבָר יָצָא   ימָן תקפ״ה, סְעִּ ים סִּ לְחָן עָרוּךְ אוֹרַח חַיִּ )שֻׁ  

 Before blowing the שוֹפָר one should recite the בְרָכָה of  ַשְמֹע לִּ
 notes even if the רְמָ״א The...שוֹפָר to hear the sound of the ,קוֹל שוֹפָר
person blowing the שוֹפָר has already fulfilled the צְוָה  he should still ,מִּ
make this בְרָכָה… 
 The שְנָה בְרוּרָה  explains: Although generally it is )ס״ק ה׳( מִּ
better to make the בְרָכָה for oneself if the one who blows the שוֹפָר 
was already יוֹצֵא the צְוָה נְהָג הָעוֹלָם still, it is the ,מִּ  that the one who מִּ
blows the שוֹפָר should make the בְרָכָה.  
 A possible way to explain this interesting נְהָג  is based on מִּ
the rule of עֲרְבוּת, responsibility for another Jew. The reason that one 
can make a בְרָכָה for another Jew is based on the fact that we are all 
responsible for one another. Our responsibility for another Jew 
performing צְוֹת  .is the same as our own responsibility for ourselves מִּ
We have a share in the צְוָה  of a fellow Jew that entitles us to make a מִּ
יעוֹת our ראֹש הַשָנָה for him. On בְרָכָה  are greatly enhanced by תְקִּ
adding the extra feeling that we are caring for one another’s צְוֹת  .מִּ
 This is also demonstrated by another הֲלָכָה. We don't blow 
 We give up the protection of the .שַבָת falls on ראֹש הַשָנָה when שוֹפָר
 for the whole year because we are concerned that one simple שוֹפָר
Jew might accidentally make a mistake and carry the שוֹפָר on שַבָת. 
The זְכוּת of caring for another Jew is a greater protection than 
blowing the שוֹפָר. 
 This is true not only when it comes to caring for another 
Jew's צְוֹת  of course, it also applies to our concern for another Jew's ;מִּ
יוּת        .material needs ,גַשְמִּ

∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Normally, R' Yitzchok Zev Soloveitchik זַצַ״ל, the Brisker Rav, 
would avoid answering questions in הֲלָכָה, but when it came to 
questions touching on קּוּחַ נֶפֶש  he would make an ,(danger to life) פִּ
exception. As פוּר  would make himself more רָב approached, the יוֹם כִּ
accessable to people who had questions regarding the fast. When a 

situation required it, he would even send a messenger to a person 
who the רָב knew intended to fast in spite of his poor health. The 
messenger would inform the person that the רָב ruled that he was 
prohibited from fasting. 
 The רָב's general rule followed the opinion of his father, R' 
Chaim: Anything may be done to minimize the danger to a sick 
person. Where there is a question of danger to life, if eating normally 
would benefit the ill person's health, then none of the stringencies — 
such as eating small measures (less that a עוּר  — (הֲלָכָה according to שִּ
applied. 
 One year, the רָב called the head of the sanitarium for 
tuberculosis-stricken patients in the ים  neighborhood and told מְקוֹר חַיִּ
him that, for the sake of his patients’ health, he must feed them 
fresh, hot food on פוּר  .so that they would eat their fill ,יוֹם כִּ
 The man, a simple, honest Jew from Hungary, could not 
imagine doing such a thing on פוּר  ?to cook and serve hot food — יוֹם כִּ
He responded that it would be too difficult for him. Only if he would 
hear such instructions from the רָב of Pressburg, R' Akiva Sofer, would 
he be prepared to carry out the order. 
 Upon hearing this, the רָב sent a letter to the רָב of 
Pressburg, requesting that he send the man written instructions. 
Indeed, R' Akiva Sofer sent a letter to the head of the sanitarium, 
affirming that he agreed with the Brisker רָב's ruling that fresh, 
nourishing food must be served to the patients on פוּר  .יוֹם כִּ
 The רָב was still doubtful whether the director would be 
able to bring himself to carry out his instructions and sought a way to 
ensure that the ruling would be obeyed. On פוּר  itself, one of the יוֹם כִּ
ים s close'רָב ידִּ יבָה who learned in the ,תַלְמִּ  volunteered to go ,חֶבְרוֹן יְשִּ
on foot all the way from לָה ים to גְאֻׁ  near Talpiot, to see with ,מְקוֹר חַיִּ
his own eyes that fresh food was indeed being cooked for the 
patients for the sake of their health. 

Adapted from: Torah MiTzion — Rabbi Ben Zion Sobel 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Our Communal Responsibility

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study.  :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
�וּר פוּ ם כוִּ )עֶרֶב( י�וֹ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

 is said in a bent position, but not leaning on any item וִדוּי •
in a way that one would fall if the item would be removed.  

• Although no meals will be eaten on יוֹם כִפּוּר, nevertheless, 

the tables should be covered in honor of the holy day, just 
as they are on ת בָּ  .שַׁ

• The tables in the shul should be covered as well. 
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 R' Akiva Eiger ״ל צַּ  was זַּ
extremely reluctant to serve as 
the Chief Rabbi of Posen and only 
agreed because his mother asked 
him to accept the position. His 
uneasiness about having to tell 
others what to do is recorded in a 
personal letter. In it, he reveals 
that he is לֵל יָמִים  on the מִתְפַּ
 will release him ד׳ that נוֹרָאִים
from his position. 
 He had an important 
guideline from which he did not 
deviate. The city of Posen was 
part of the Austro-Hungarian 
empire and he wouldn’t answer 
questions that came from outside 
the country. He would explain to 
petitioners that answering their 
question would be improper. The 
stature of other בָנִים  would be רַּ
diminished if all of their קְהִלּוֹת 
sent their questions to an out-of-
country רָב.  
 However, once he did 
reply to a letter from Bialystock, 
Poland. His his תְשׁוּבָה began: 
"Although I am unworthy of 
answering questions from distant 
lands that are filled with great 
בָנִים לֵי הֲלָכָה and רַּ עַּ  and surely ,בַּ
Poland is not lacking in either, 
this time I will answer."  
 He then proceeded to 
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modest person, he was fully 
aware of his greatness … He 
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אֵל דוֹר  restored His goodwill with the ד׳ .יִשְרָּ
ר מִדְבָּ בֵינוּ and taught הַּ ה רַּ שְרֵה  the מֹשֶּׁ שְלֹשׁ עֶּ
חֲמִים רַּ  gave ד׳ .attributes of mercy 13 ,מִדּוֹת הָּ
בֵינוּ ה רַּ  thereby establishing — לוּחוֹת the 2nd מֹשֶּׁ
this day as יוֹם כִפּוּר, a time for atonement, 
forgiveness and ה  for all future תְשׁוּבָּ
generations. 

This Week in History

Special end of year message from our 
devoted editorial staff ... 

As פּוּר  closes in, the devoted יוֹם כִּ
editorial staff of this publication 
would like to take this 
opportunity to bentch all of  לַל כְּ
רָאֵל שְּ פוּאוֹת with a year of יִּ שׁוּעוֹת ,רְּ  ,יְּ
ימָה טוֹבָה  and a ,נֶחָמוֹת מַר חַתִּ  !גְּ

Understanding
Davening

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

R' Akiva Eiger זַצַ״ל, born in Eisenstadt, Hungary, to 
ה ר׳ בִנְיָמִין ) Güns, learned in his uncle’s גִיטל and מֹשֶׁ
ר  in Breslau. He changed his surname יְשִיבָה (װאָלף אֵיגֶׁ

from Güns to Eger in order to honor his uncle. He married גלִיקכן, 
the daughter of ר׳ יִצְחָק מַרְגָלִיוּת. Later on, he served as ראֹש יְשִיבָה in 
Lissa. At the age of 30, he became רָב of Markish-Friedland, Prussia, 
for 25 years before serving as the רָב of Posen. There are many 
stories about his modesty and humility. King Frededrich III awarded 
him a medal for his acts of heroism with cholera patients. His 
 and his notes are יְשִיבָה are classics in every תְשוּבוֹת and חִדּוּשִים
printed on the side of the מִשְנָיוֹת ,גְמָרָא and ְלְחָן עָרוּך  As per his .שֻׁ
wishes, only the words ד מֵעֲבְדֵי ד׳ בֶׁ ר are his title on his עֶׁ בֶׁ  .קֶׁ

  י״ג תשרי
5521 – 5598 
1761 – 1838 

 of Lissa, the ר׳ יַעֲקֹב זַצַ״ל and ר׳ עַקִיבָא אֵיגֶר זַצַ״ל
 once shared a horse-drawn ,חַווֹת דַעַת
carriage to Warsaw. As they drew near the 
city, a large crowd came out to greet 
them. One fellow unhitched the horses, 
and everyone vied for the honor of 
pulling the wagon. Certain that this 
honor was being extended to ר׳  ,ר׳ יַעֲקֹב
 slipped out of the wagon to help עַקִיבָא
pull the carriage. Almost at the same 
moment, ר׳ יַעֲקֹב also slipped out of the 
wagon. Together, they both helped to pull the empty 
carriage. 

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

טְהָרוּ.  י יְהוָֹה תִּ פְנֵּ ם לִּ יכֶּ ֹּאתֵּ כֹּל חַט ם מִּ תְכֶּ ר אֶּ ם לְטַהֵּ יכֶּ ר עֲלֵּ ה יְכַפֵּ י בַיּוֹם הַזֶּ כִּ  
 For on this day He will atone for you to cleanse you, from all 
your sins before ד׳ will you be cleansed. (קְרָא טז:ל  (וַיִּּ
פוּר   It is the climax of the .תְשׁוּבָה is the ultimate day of יוֹם כִּ
י תְשׁוּבָה ת יְמֵּ רֶּ יא about which עֲשֶּ רְשׁוּ  :beseeches us (נה:ו) יְשַׁעְיָ־הוּ הַנָבִּ דִּ
הְיוֹתוֹ קָרוֹב מָצְאוֹ קְרָאֻהוּ בִּ  when He can be found; call Him ד׳ Seek ,יְהוָֹה בְהִּ
when He is near. Even those who were not inspired until this point to 
improve their spiritual lives can achieve a profound turnaround on this 
great and awesome day. 
 A critical component of the תְשׁוּבָה process is the firm 
commitment to avoid sin in the future. This cannot be achieved by 
simply resolving “to be good,” or “to try harder.” A person must make 
tangible resolutions to improve specific aspects of his interpersonal 
behavior and Divine service in which he is lacking. A person who is 
seriously ill must treat the root of his sickness. He cannot be satisfied 
with merely adopting general “good health: practices. The same 
applies to spiritual maladies. 
 In attempting תְשׁוּבָה, people often become overwhelmed by 
their many shortcomings and have no idea where to begin. Based on 
the words of ת לֶּ בְךָ …  :(יא:ט) קֹּהֶּ י לִּ ךְ בְדַרְכֵּ … וְהַלֵּ  — … and follow the 
path of your heart …, the י״ב ק דָבָר in נְצִּ מֶּ  advises (פָרָשַׁת שְׁלַח end of) הַעֵּ
that person’s primary thrust in doing תְשׁוּבָה should be in the spheres 
to which he feels a natural affinity. 
 When he is considering the possibilities for his קַבָלוֹת, 

resolutions, for the new year, a person must remember the rule of the 
ֹּאשׁ הַשָׁנָה ד:) גְמָרָא ֹּא תָפַסְתָ, תָפַסְתָ מוּעָט תָפַסְתָ  ,(ר  if you — תָפַסְתָ מְרוּבָה ל
seize a large amount, you may not have seized anything at all; if you 
seize a small amount, you have certainly seized that. This rule can be 
applied to תְשׁוּבָה. If a person attempts [too] many things at once, he 
will probably not accomplish much. It is much better to concentrate on 
a few matters that he feels are within reach. 
 It has been the accepted practice of many of our ים  and ,גְדוֹלִּ
other righteous Jews, to commit their קַבָלוֹת, resolutions, for the  ים יָמִּ
ים  on little notes which קַבָלוֹת to paper. They would write these נוֹרָאִּ
they would carry with them or keep in places where they would be 
sure to see them. From time to time, these notes would be taken out 
and reviewed to determine if their commitments were being kept. 
Furthermore, by reading their handwritten קַבָלוֹת, the would reawaken 
within themselves the drive and enthusiasm of the אֱלוּל period when 
their hearts were inflamed with the desire to improve and purify their 
souls. 
 This is one reason why written קַבָלוֹת are so much more 
effective than oral or mental ones, which are very often forgotten with 
the passage of time. It is important to bear in mind that all קַבָלוֹת, 
whether they are written or oral, should be prefaced by a statement of 
ר דֶּ י נֶּ  to avoid the serious consequences associated with violating a ,בְלִּ
vow. 

Adapted from: Rav Pam on the Festivals (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

TorahThoughts

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״ילע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל

קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI The Belzer Rebbe would not give up, and was not 
satisfied when R’ Akiva Sofer told him, ‘Zol der Rebbe 

zein gebentched! May the Rebbe be blessed.’

A few days before Yom Kippur the Belzer 
Rebbe, R’ Aharon Rokeach, came to visit R’ 

Akiva Sofer. After their discussion...

 Before I 
leave, Please 

bentch me!

 No, Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head. I need your 

full bracha!

Chas V’sholom 
that I should bentch 
the Belzer Rebbe like 

everyone else...

Who am I 
to bentch the 
Belzer Rebbe?

The Belzer Rebbe kept insisting 
and would not relent.

Not long after the Belzer Rebbe left, R’ Akiva Sofer left 
his home with a talmid to go to the beis hamedrash...

The pauper stood up and clearly felt very 
honored to give the bracha as instructed.

‘Zol der 
Rebbe zein 

gebentched!’

No! Please 
place put your 

right hand on my 
head and give me 

your full Bracha...

Rebbi, can 
you Please explain 
what that was all 

about?

I learned this 
from the Belzer 

Rebbe...

If the Belzer Rebbe 
asked me for such a 

Bracha, then I can surely 
ask a Jewish pauper for 

this kind of bracha...

Yesimcha 
Elokim K’ Efraim... 
Yevorechecha...

You are a direct 
descendant of the 

Chasam Sofer.
Please, 

Please do a 
yid a toiva...

??

R' Akiva זַצַ״ל was born in Pressburg (Bratislava, Slovakia), to ם מְחָה בּוּנִׂ  of Pressburg, known as רָב) ר׳ שִׂ
the ר בֶט סוֹפֵׁ עוּר and Rochel Rosa Sofer.  At the age of 20 he was appointed to serve as a ,(שֵׁ יד שִׂ  מַגִׂ
together with his father. He received יכָה ר from סְמִׂ יעֶזֶר זוּסְמַן סוֹפֵׁ  After his .(Hungary) פּאַקש of ר׳ אֱלִׂ
father's passing, he became רָב and יבָה  at the age of 29. He was a charismatic pioneer (he ראֺש יְשִׂ
initiated that the יבָה יבָה should serve meals) and his יְשִׂ  flourished, as did his stature. He was יְשִׂ
appointed ראֺש of the Council of Orthodox Rabbis in Hungary, which represented 300 communities. In 
1939, upon the advice of his uncle, מְעוֹן  he escaped to Switzerland, and from there, he ,זַצַ״ל Sofer ר׳ שִׂ
immigrated to ל שְרָאֵׁ ם and settled in אֶרֶץ יִׂ יבָה There, he founded the .יְרוּשָלַיִׂ ם of Pressburg in יְשִׂ  ,יְרוּשָלַיִׂ
where he taught for twenty years. He was the author of ר  He also served as the President of .דַעַת סוֹפֵׁ
the י הַחוֹמוֹת ל שוֹמְרֵׁ ל and was a member of the כּוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ י יִׂ ל of the מוֹעֶצֶת גְדוֹלֵׁ שְרָאֵׁ  His esteemed .אֲגוּדַת יִׂ

ים ידִׂ י װאָזנר זַצַ״ל included תַלְמִׂ וִׂ ל הַלֵׁ נְבַּךְ זַצַ״ל and ר׳ שְמוּאֵׁ ישְל אַײזִׂ ל פִׂ יאֵׁ  .among others ר׳ יְחִׂ
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