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ר׳  born in Malat, Poland, to ,ר׳ אַרְיֵה זְאֵב )לײֵבּ( זַצַ״ל
ה אַהֲרֹן  Kushelevsky, left home רייכל and (רָב town) מֹשֶׁ
at בַּר מִצְוָה age to learn in Vina, Lithuania, for 1½ 

years, before joining יְשִיבַת מִיר. His needed to travel with a passport 
ר׳  Gurwicz, when he went to Baronovitz. He learned with ,בְּשֵם אִמוֹ
רְמַן הי״ד לְחָנָן וַסֶׁ  for a year before leaving to Brisk תַלְמִיד/חַבְרוּתָא as a אֶׁ
where he joined the שִעוּר of the Brisker רָב. In 1932, he married לִיבָּא, 
R' Elya Lopian’s daughter. בְּהַשְגָחַת ד׳, due to R' Elya’s wife’s ר׳  ,פְטִירָה
 יְשִיבַת עֵץ חַיִים in מַגִיד שִעוּר moved to the UK, initially serving as a לײֵבּ
and רָב in the East End. In 1948, he became the ראֹש יְשִיבָה of 
Gateshead. He served as סְגַן נָשִיא of אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל הָעוֹלָמִית. His סְפָרִים, 
  .are classics today ,מְאוֹרֵי שְעָרִים and אַרְזָא דְבֵי רַב ,רָאשֵי שְעָרִים

  כ״ה תשרי
5666 – 5743 
1906 – 1982 

The Brisker רָב took an exceptional liking to  ר׳
ר׳ לײֵבּ “ ,and would say זַצַ״ל Gurwicz לײֵבּ
 ”!R' Leib can [really] learn — !קעֶן לעֶרנעֶן
יחַ  the famous ,שַדְכָן s’ר׳ לײֵבּ יר of מַשְגִּ  ,מִּ
יַאן told ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz ר׳ יְרוּחָם  ,ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳ לֹפִּ
“Go to the יסְקֶר רָב לײֵבּלעֶ ‘ ask for ,בְּרִּ
 was ר׳ לײֵבּ which is how] ’מאַלאַטר
known in יבָה לּוּי He is the .[יְשִּ  .you seek עִּ
You will find in this בָּחוּר more יווּת  ,עֲנִּ
ם and גַדְלוּת בַּתּוֹרָה רְאַת שָמַיִּ  than in any יִּ
other!” This sufficed for ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳, who later referred to 
his son-in-law as a living ים ילַת יְשָרִּ  .מְסִּ
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ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד  שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ אשִית א:לא(… וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ )בְרֵּ  
And God saw all that He had made and behold it was very good …  
 In this world, nothing is rosy and perfect; life consists of both 
successes and failures. We see this clearly from the description of ד׳’s 
creation of the world at the very beginning of the ה  .תּוֹרָּ
 On the first day of Creation, ד׳ said, יְהִי אוֹר וַיְהִי אוֹר — Let 
there be light, and there was light (אשִית א:ג ש quotes the ,רַשִ״י .(בְרֵּ  מִדְרָּ
ה ג:ו) אשִית רַבָּ  which states that the nature of this was intensely (בְרֵּ
spiritual, far more sublime than the wicked deserved to experience, 
and therefore ד׳ removed it from the world and put it aside for the 
righteous to enjoy in א ם הַבָּ  .עוֹלָּ
 On the third day, ד׳ created fruit trees, decreeing that the 
wood of the tree should have the same taste as the fruit itself ( ץ …  עֵּ

אשִית א:יא… פְרִי עֹשֶה פְרִי לְמִינוֹ  בְרֵּ ). Yet the ש אשִית ה:ט) says מִדְרָּ  that (בְרֵּ
this is not what occurred. The trees produced fruit, but their wood did 
not have the fruit’s taste. אשִית א:יא) רַשִ״י  says that as a result of its (בְרֵּ
failure to obey ד׳’s command, the earth was cursed at the time when 
רִאשוֹן ם הָּ דָּ ץ  was cursed for his sin of eating from the fruit of the אָּ עֵּ
 .הַדַעַת
 On the fourth day, once again, plans for Creation were not 
fully realized. ד׳ created the two “great lights,” the sun and moon. רַשִ״י 
אשִית א:טז) א quoting the ,(בְרֵּ רָּ וִים נִבְרְאוּ :says ,(חוּלִין ס:) גְמָּ  the two — שָּ

“great lights” were originally created equal in size;  נָּה עַל ה הַלְבָּ וְנִתְמַעֲטָּ
ה אִי “ ,However, the moon was reduced after it complained — שֶקִטְרְגָּ
ד כִים שֶיִשְתַּמְשוּ בְכֶתֶר אֶחָּ י מְלָּ ר לִשְנֵּ  It is impossible for two kings to — אֶפְשָּ
share one crown” (i.e., both rule over the same domain — the world). 
 Notwithstanding these setbacks, upon completion of the six 
days of Creation, ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ  saw all ד׳ — וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ
that He had made and behold it was very good (אשִית א:לא  did ד׳ .(בְרֵּ
not call His creation merely good, but emphasized that, despite the 
original plan, it was טוֹב מְאֹד, very good. The world as it actually was 
created was given the seal of ד׳’s stamp of very good. Although it may 
have seemed it could have been much better, if everything would have 
gone right, ד׳ stressed that this is what really is in fact very good! 
 Rav Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained that we can learn a fundamental 
message from the story of creation. Often we are frustrated when we 
see that we are forced to go with an alternate Plan B. We tend to think 
that the original Plan A would have been so much better. If in the 
creation of the world Plan B was considered by ד׳ to be very good, then 
we must realize that it is not plan A that is best for us, but rather Plan 
B! Plan A may look good, but it may have issues that we don’t see 
immediately. It is Plan B that is the best for us to serve ד׳ and we 
should never think, “If only I could have had the chance to do Plan A!” 

Heard from R’ Yisroel Reisman שליט״א as a thought from R’ Pam זצ״ל 
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קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI R’ Yankele Pshevorsker’s doctor 
instructed him to take daily walks.

After a heavy rain, we suffered, as the 
entire area would turn into one big swamp.

Finally the administration recognized that production 
was hindered and decided to cover the area with pebbles.

Every day we blessed Hashem for this great gift.

This road 
is perfect! Let’s 
walk down this 

path...

Rebbi, why don’t 
we cross over 

and walk on the 
grass?

 Walking on 
pebbles is my way of 

expressing my hakaras 
hatov (gratitude)! When 
I was exiled to Siberia, 
there was no pavement 

anywhere...

It’s impossible to 
walk, never mind 
carrying heavy 

logs of lumber!

I don’t care! You 
have a daily quota 

and it must be 
completed!

כ“ז מרחשון  1999 - 1907  5760 - 5688

I feel a special 
fondness for pebbles. They 

allow me the opportunity to 
express my gratitude for the 
simple things in life we take 

for granted!

Thank You, Hashem! 
This is a luxury! Baruch Hatov 

V’Hameitiv - Blessed is the One Who 
is the essence of Good and does 

Kindness to others.

No, a pebble 
path is far more 
preferable than 

even a comfortable 
carpet of grass!

???

 ,the Pshevorsker Rebbe, also known as R' Yankele of Antwerp, was born in Galicia ,זַצַ״ל Leizer ר׳ יַעֲקֺב
Poland, to ר׳ דָוִד יׅצְחָק (a Shinover חָסִיד) and פּעֶסִיל תִרְצָה. He received סְמִיכָה in ְלְחָן עָרוּך  from ד׳ חֶלְקֵי שֻׁ
several prominent רַבָנִים while he was still a בָחוּר. Upon the advice of his ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן ,רֶבִי (Chuna) 
Halberstam זַצַ״ל, the Koloshitzer רֶבִי, he agreed to serve as the רָב of Yashlisk, even before his 
marriage. In 1930, he married אַלְטעֶ בִינָה, the daughter of ר׳ מֺשֶה יִצְחָק of Pshevorsk, known as ר׳ אִיצִיקל. 
In 1940, they were both sent to Siberia until the end of WWII. After the war’s end,  ֶר׳ יַעֲנקעֶלע  took up 
the position of דַיָן in the town of Breslau, a position he kept for two years. In 1949,  ֶר׳ יַעֲנקעֶלע and his 
ר׳  ,s final day'ר׳ אִיצִיקל moved to Paris, and from there they moved to Antwerp, Belgium. Until שװער
  4) כִתְבֵי קוֹדֶש His .רֶבִי became ר׳ יַעֲנקעֶלעֶ  ,in 1976 פְּטִירָה s'ר׳ אִיצִיקל did not leave his side. With יַעֲנקעֶלעֶ 
volumes, printed by his son-in-law), זְכוּת אָבוֹת (on מוֹעַדִים and מִנְהָגִים), (סִפּוּרֵי צַדִיקִים) י״ג אוֹרוֹת and  אִמְרֵי

 .יִרְאַת שָמַיִם and תוֹרָה are testimony to his greatness in (מוֹעַדִים and תוֹרָה on) יַעֲקֺב
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1. From where do we derive a most powerful lesson regarding the 
importance of דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ and humility? 

2. Which day did the herbs of the field begin to grow above the 
ground? (hint: the day of the first rain) 

1. When 'ד created man, he first showed consideration to the angels by discussing  
his idea, even at the expense of seeding heretics with a false ‘proof’ ( ֶׂה ד״ה נַעֲש
 .(1:26 — אָדָם

2. The 6
th

 day. Only after אָדָם realized the importance of rain and began davening 
for it, did rain fall and the herbs grew (ֶׂה ֶׂב הַשָד  .(2:5 — ד״ה וְכָל עֵש
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 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ית ב:טו(  חֵהוּ בְגַן עֵדֶן לְעׇבְדָהּ וּלְשׇמְרָהּ.  )בְרֵאשִּ ים אֶת הָאָדָם וַיַנִּ קַח ד׳ אֱלֹקִּ  וַיִּ
  …to work it and to guard it ,גַן עֵדֶן took the man and placed him in ה׳
What work was there in the midst of גַן עֵדֶן “… to work it and to guard 
it”? … Did not the trees grow of their own accord? Did not a river flow 
and water the garden? What does “to work it and to guard it” mean? 
To immerse oneself in the תּוֹרָה’s words and to guard its צְוֹת רְקֵי ) ”.מִּ פִּ
יעֶזֶר יב  (רַבֵנוּ בְחַיֵי cited in דְר׳ אֱלִּ
 Before he ate from the אָדָם ,עַץ הַדַעַת was free to devote 
himself entirely to serving ד׳. With his pure נְשָמָה and intense 
attachment to ד׳, he derived far greater pleasure from doing a צְוָה  מִּ
than any physical indulgence offered. When אָדָם and חַוָּה ate from 
the עַץ הַדַעַת, they were banished from גַן עֵדֶן. Now אָדָם had to toil to 
provide food, and he had to contend with the יֵצֶר הָרַע that had 
become a part of him. 
 Nevertheless, it is still the mission of every Jew to raise 
himself above this mundane world and make תּוֹרָה and צְוֹת  the focus מִּ
of his life. Those who do, derive enormous pleasure and fulfillment 
from the life they have chosen. They perceive a life of תּוֹרָה for what it 
truly is: a life of purpose and fulfillment, joy and satisfaction. 
 A life of תּוֹרָה and צְוֹת  ,should be sweet, uplifting מִּ
meaningful, rewarding. If someone finds צְוֹת  difficult and מִּ
burdensome, then he needs to engage in some soul-searching. He 
must find what needs to be changed in his lifestyle so that he will 
derive true pleasure from fulfilling ד׳’s precious commandments. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Lenny’s father, Sasha, knew that academically, the Shuvu 
school that he had switched him to from an Israeli public school was 
far superior, but he was not happy about this “religion thing” that had 
become so important to eleven-year-old Lenny. Sasha and Katrina, 
did not want their son to be religious. 
 “Okay, Dad,” Lenny said one day, “I won’t bother you about 
keeping שַבָת; but my school is making a model פֵסַח סֵדֶר next week. 
Do you think you could come to that? Then we can have our own סֵדֶר 
on פֵסַח.” 
 Neither Sasha nor Katrina had ever been at a סֵדֶר. Sasha 
agreed to go. 
 Lenny was busy the week before פֵסַח scrubbing his 
bedroom clean of חָמֵץ. His parents were not ready to make their 

house “Kosher for Passover,” but they did agree to clean the kitchen 
and keep all bread and crackers in a separate cabinet. Sasha had been 
inspired enough by the model סֵדֶר to go on a shopping spree with 
Lenny to purchase מַצָה, wine, and whatever else they would need for 
the סֵדֶר. 
 That night, as they sat down to begin the סֵדֶר, Sasha turned 
to his son, and said quietly, “Lenny, I think it would be better if you 
led the סֵדֶר.” 
 Lenny was disappointed, but he agreed. He did a masterful 
job of reciting דוּש  explaining the significance of this night, and ,קִּ
leading his parents through וּרְחַץ and כַרְפַס. When it came to יַחַץ, 
Lenny respectfully asked that his father break the middle מַצָה, and he 
explained the significance of the יקוֹמָן  and the custom of placing it אַפִּ
behind one’s pillow. Sasha followed instructions and, feigning 
roughness, warned, “No one’s getting near my יקוֹמָן  ”!אַפִּ
 Lenny now began the recitation of the הַגָדָה, and recounted 
the miracles of the Exodus with joy and emotion. His mother wiped 
away a tear. “He’s so grown up,” she whispered to her husband. 
 The rest of the סֵדֶר, including the meal of ְלְחָן עוֹרֵך  went ,שֻׁ
beautifully. It was time to eat the יקוֹמָן  Sasha had not been tough .אַפִּ
after all, and Lenny had easily snatched it. “So, Lenny,” his father said 
with a smile, “what will it cost me to get back the יקוֹמָן  ”?אַפִּ
 “Hmm,” Lenny said. “I’ve been thinking. Maybe a bike?” 
 Katrina was relieved to see that her son was still a child. 
 “A bicycle is not cheap, but if you really want it, I think I can 
swing it.” 
 “Well what about a new stereo system for the family?” 
Lenny ventured. “One second, son; a bicycle is one thing, but a 
stereo system? I’m afraid these negotiations are getting too 
expensive,” Sasha replied. 
 Lenny suddenly became very serious. “Dad, Mom — what I 
really want won’t cost you any money,” he said softly. “ What I want 
more than anything else is that our family should start keeping שַבָת.” 
 Sasha and Katrina looked at their precious son for a long 
moment. Then they looked at each other. 
 “Son, you can bring in the יקוֹמָן  .Sasha said ”,אַפִּ
 They have kept שַבָת ever since.  

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 
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Heaven on Earth

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
רִיד  יב הָר�וּחַ �וּמ�וֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• Based on most of נַז כְׁ מוֹרִיד  which does not add ,נוּסָח אַשְׁ
 during the summer, one who remembers not saying הַטָל
 must go back to the אַתָה קָדוֹש after beginning מַשִיב הָרוּחַ 

beginning of רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ   .שְׁ
• However, one whose נוּסָח adds מוֹרִיד הַטָל during summer 

does not go back, even if he definitely said מוֹרִיד הַטָל. 
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The father of R' Leib 
Gurwicz ״ל צַּ ״ל ,זַּ צַּ ה אַהֲרֹן זַּ  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
Kushelevsky, was a descendant of 
a long line of מְדִים  ,teachers ,מְלַּ
and was the town’s רָב. His 
mother, ת רייכל ע״ה  was a ,מָרַּ
direct descendant of the Vilna 
Gaon, a reason that accounted 
for R' Leib adopting many of the 
גְרָ״א   .מִנְהָגֵי הַּ
 R' Leib once told a young 
grandchild that, although he does 
not remember very much from 
his own childhood years, there 
was one episode, which must be 
his earliest childhood memory, 
that he will always cherish. He 
recalled that as a young child, his 
mother made him a special cake 
for his חוּמָש (or סִדּוּר) סִיוּם. The 
family lived in impoverished 
circumstances. However, the 
delight his mother showed by 
baking the small cake stayed 
etched in his memory forever. 
 In a similar vein, R' Leib’s 
father recognized his young son’s 
potential and was very anxious 
for him to learn in the Lithuanian 
 Unfortunately, Malat was .יְשִיבוֹת
in Poland and the countries of 
Poland and Lithuania were on the 
brink of war at the time. Travel 

between the two countries was 
illegal and extremely dangerous. 
 On a cold winter 
morning, R' Leib boarded the 
horse and cart that would take 
him to the border. Once there, he 
would need to slip undetected 
into Poland. Before saying 
goodbye, ה אַהֲרֹן  took off his ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
only coat and handed it to his 
son. R' Leib protested. “How can I 
take your coat when I know that 
you will suffer in the cold?”  ר׳
ה אַהֲרֹן  responded, “I have מֹשֶׁ
already learned in יְשִיבָה and am 
no longer in the early stages of 
growth in תוֹרָה like you are. 
Therefore, you are the one who 
deserves the coat…”   
 My לְמִיד  any ,תַּ
meaningful gesture can be as 
small as a tasty piece of cake or 
as large as giving away the only 
protection from the cold Russian 
winters. However, such gestures 
are sometimes more powerful 
than any ס  R' Leib .שמוּעֶׁ
internalized his parents’  ת אַהֲבַּ
תוֹרָה  which he tenderly ,הַּ
transmitted for eternity to his 
children and לְמִידִים  .תַּ

 יְהִי זִכְרוֹ בָרוּךְ!
בִי Your                         ,בְיְדִידוּת  רֶׁ

Story adapted from Sunset (Hanoch Teller) and interviews 

עָשָה נִסִים  ינוּ … מִי שֶׁ ץ נִדָחֵּ רִים כָל … וִיקַבֵּ חֲבֵּ
ל  רָאֵּ … יִשְׂ  

He Who performed miracles … and gather 
together those that are dispersed … all of  נֵי בְּ

רָאֵל  ...’are ‘friends יִשְּ
These words of ׁראֹשׁ חֹדֶש bentching are 
unique. There is no other place in davening 
where we mention that רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ  are בְּ
‘friends’. רָאֵל  also does not חֲבֵרִים כָל יִשְּ
seem to have a connection with the 
ingathering at the time of   מָשִׁיח. This prayer 
is a public yearning for   מָשִׁיח. We announce 
the exact time for ׁראֹשׁ חֹדֶש so that any 
appropriate בָן  needed for the new קָרְּ
month could be brought. We then declare 
when רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ  are gathered together then בְּ
the laws of אָה ם הָאָרֶץ applicable to an טוּמְּ  ,ע 
unlearned Jew, are annulled and every Jew 
has the laws of a מִיד חָכָם לְּ  learned ,חָבֵר ת 
friend (see .חגיגה כו). 

Sage Sayings

R' Leib (Aryeh Ze’ev) Gurwicz זַצַ״ל was a י  who taught רֶבִּ
every moment of his life. His home was across the street 
from the יבָה יבָה facing the ,יְשִּ  building. He would learn in יְשִּ
the front room with his curtains wide open. Just before 
retiring late at night, he would close them. In the morning, 
he re-opened the curtains and learned before davening. He 
once explained, “ י אַזוֹי יסן װִּ ים זאָלעֶן װִּ ידִּ יל אַז מײַנעֶ תַלְמִּ יךְ װִּ אִּ
יךְ נוּצט אוֹיס מײַן צײַט!  I want my students to know how I — אִּ
spend my time!” Source: Sunset (Hanoch Teller) 

רֵי 29 שְׁ נָּא ר׳  of יאָרצײַט — .B.C.E 313 / 3449 תִּ תַּ
יק דִׁ צַּ מְעוֹן הַּ  at the (for 40 years) כֹּהֵן גָּדוֹל ,שִׁ
beginning of י ת שֵנִׁ יִׁ אַנְשֵי  and the last of the ,בַּ
ה גְדוֹלָּ ים As one of the first of the .כְנֶסֶת הַּ מִׁ  חֲכָּ
mentioned in the שְנָּה ה the ,מִׁ סוֹרָּ  came מַּ
through him from the ה גְדוֹלָּ  lead ,אַנְשֵי כְנֶסֶת הַּ
by סוֹפֵר א הַּ   .עֶזְרָּ
 When Alexander the Great came to 
אֵל שְרָּ  intent on conquering (.B.C.E 318) אֶרֶץ יִׁ
ם יִׁ לַּ יק ,יְרוּשָּ דִׁ צַּ מְעוֹן הַּ  went out to greet him שִׁ
wearing the גְדֵי כֹּהֵן גָּדוֹל  When the Emperor .בִׁ
saw him, he got off his chariot and bowed to 
the ground before him, saying, “The image of 
this man appeared before me whenever I 
went to battle victoriously; and if not, I was 
not victorious.” In this way, a threatening 
danger passed from the Jewish people. 
 The ים מִׁ  relate the story of the חֲכָּ
circumstances of his death: In the year he 
passed away, יק דִׁ צַּ מְעוֹן הַּ  said, “This year I שִׁ
shall die.” They asked, “How do you know?” 
He replied: “Every פּוּר  an old man dressed יוֹם כִׁ
in white appears, accompanies me into the 
ים שִׁ דָּ קָּ  and departs with me. This year ,קֹּדֶש הַּ
an old man dressed in black appeared. He 
entered with me, but didn’t leave with me.” 
Seven days later he passed away. 
 He used to say (רְקֵי אָבוֹת א:ב  The“ :(פִּׁ
world depends on 3 things: ה  ,(learning) תוֹרָּ
ה ים and ,(Divine Service) עֲבוֹדָּ דִׁ ילוּת חֲסָּ  Acts) גְמִׁ
of Kindness).” 

This Week in History

Understanding
כָּבוֹד בֵּית הַכְּנסֶֶת

Special post-Yom Tov message from 
our devoted editorial staff ... 

Welcome back to all of our devoted 
and loyal readership from the 
dedicated editorial staff of this 
publication. May all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  be כְּ
gebentched with a year full of 
פוּאוֹת שׁוּעוֹת ,רְּ חוֹת and ,נֶחָמוֹת ,יְּ  !שִמְּ



     

1. From where do we derive a most powerful lesson regarding the 
importance of דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ and humility? 

2. Which day did the herbs of the field begin to grow above the 
ground? (hint: the day of the first rain) 

1. When 'ד created man, he first showed consideration to the angels by discussing  
his idea, even at the expense of seeding heretics with a false ‘proof’ ( ֶׂה ד״ה נַעֲש
 .(1:26 — אָדָם

2. The 6
th

 day. Only after אָדָם realized the importance of rain and began davening 
for it, did rain fall and the herbs grew (ֶׂה ֶׂב הַשָד  .(2:5 — ד״ה וְכָל עֵש

1. From where do we derive a most powerful lesson regarding the 
importance of דֶרֶךְ אֶרֶץ and humility? 

2. Which day did the herbs of the field begin to grow above the 
ground? (hint: the day of the first rain) 

1. When 'ד created man, he first showed consideration to the angels by discussing  
his idea, even at the expense of seeding heretics with a false ‘proof’ ( ֶׂה ד״ה נַעֲש
 .(1:26 — אָדָם

2. The 6
th

 day. Only after אָדָם realized the importance of rain and began davening 
for it, did rain fall and the herbs grew (ֶׂה ֶׂב הַשָד  .(2:5 — ד״ה וְכָל עֵש

 Questions    weekof רש"י
the

 Living   Timeless Torahwithלע״נ ר׳ משה צבי בן הר׳ טוביה  הלוי זצ״ל
the

ית ב:טו(  חֵהוּ בְגַן עֵדֶן לְעׇבְדָהּ וּלְשׇמְרָהּ.  )בְרֵאשִּ ים אֶת הָאָדָם וַיַנִּ קַח ד׳ אֱלֹקִּ  וַיִּ
  …to work it and to guard it ,גַן עֵדֶן took the man and placed him in ה׳
What work was there in the midst of גַן עֵדֶן “… to work it and to guard 
it”? … Did not the trees grow of their own accord? Did not a river flow 
and water the garden? What does “to work it and to guard it” mean? 
To immerse oneself in the תּוֹרָה’s words and to guard its צְוֹת רְקֵי ) ”.מִּ פִּ
יעֶזֶר יב  (רַבֵנוּ בְחַיֵי cited in דְר׳ אֱלִּ
 Before he ate from the אָדָם ,עַץ הַדַעַת was free to devote 
himself entirely to serving ד׳. With his pure נְשָמָה and intense 
attachment to ד׳, he derived far greater pleasure from doing a צְוָה  מִּ
than any physical indulgence offered. When אָדָם and חַוָּה ate from 
the עַץ הַדַעַת, they were banished from גַן עֵדֶן. Now אָדָם had to toil to 
provide food, and he had to contend with the יֵצֶר הָרַע that had 
become a part of him. 
 Nevertheless, it is still the mission of every Jew to raise 
himself above this mundane world and make תּוֹרָה and צְוֹת  the focus מִּ
of his life. Those who do, derive enormous pleasure and fulfillment 
from the life they have chosen. They perceive a life of תּוֹרָה for what it 
truly is: a life of purpose and fulfillment, joy and satisfaction. 
 A life of תּוֹרָה and צְוֹת  ,should be sweet, uplifting מִּ
meaningful, rewarding. If someone finds צְוֹת  difficult and מִּ
burdensome, then he needs to engage in some soul-searching. He 
must find what needs to be changed in his lifestyle so that he will 
derive true pleasure from fulfilling ד׳’s precious commandments. 

 ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ ∞ 
 Lenny’s father, Sasha, knew that academically, the Shuvu 
school that he had switched him to from an Israeli public school was 
far superior, but he was not happy about this “religion thing” that had 
become so important to eleven-year-old Lenny. Sasha and Katrina, 
did not want their son to be religious. 
 “Okay, Dad,” Lenny said one day, “I won’t bother you about 
keeping שַבָת; but my school is making a model פֵסַח סֵדֶר next week. 
Do you think you could come to that? Then we can have our own סֵדֶר 
on פֵסַח.” 
 Neither Sasha nor Katrina had ever been at a סֵדֶר. Sasha 
agreed to go. 
 Lenny was busy the week before פֵסַח scrubbing his 
bedroom clean of חָמֵץ. His parents were not ready to make their 

house “Kosher for Passover,” but they did agree to clean the kitchen 
and keep all bread and crackers in a separate cabinet. Sasha had been 
inspired enough by the model סֵדֶר to go on a shopping spree with 
Lenny to purchase מַצָה, wine, and whatever else they would need for 
the סֵדֶר. 
 That night, as they sat down to begin the סֵדֶר, Sasha turned 
to his son, and said quietly, “Lenny, I think it would be better if you 
led the סֵדֶר.” 
 Lenny was disappointed, but he agreed. He did a masterful 
job of reciting דוּש  explaining the significance of this night, and ,קִּ
leading his parents through וּרְחַץ and כַרְפַס. When it came to יַחַץ, 
Lenny respectfully asked that his father break the middle מַצָה, and he 
explained the significance of the יקוֹמָן  and the custom of placing it אַפִּ
behind one’s pillow. Sasha followed instructions and, feigning 
roughness, warned, “No one’s getting near my יקוֹמָן  ”!אַפִּ
 Lenny now began the recitation of the הַגָדָה, and recounted 
the miracles of the Exodus with joy and emotion. His mother wiped 
away a tear. “He’s so grown up,” she whispered to her husband. 
 The rest of the סֵדֶר, including the meal of ְלְחָן עוֹרֵך  went ,שֻׁ
beautifully. It was time to eat the יקוֹמָן  Sasha had not been tough .אַפִּ
after all, and Lenny had easily snatched it. “So, Lenny,” his father said 
with a smile, “what will it cost me to get back the יקוֹמָן  ”?אַפִּ
 “Hmm,” Lenny said. “I’ve been thinking. Maybe a bike?” 
 Katrina was relieved to see that her son was still a child. 
 “A bicycle is not cheap, but if you really want it, I think I can 
swing it.” 
 “Well what about a new stereo system for the family?” 
Lenny ventured. “One second, son; a bicycle is one thing, but a 
stereo system? I’m afraid these negotiations are getting too 
expensive,” Sasha replied. 
 Lenny suddenly became very serious. “Dad, Mom — what I 
really want won’t cost you any money,” he said softly. “ What I want 
more than anything else is that our family should start keeping שַבָת.” 
 Sasha and Katrina looked at their precious son for a long 
moment. Then they looked at each other. 
 “Son, you can bring in the יקוֹמָן  .Sasha said ”,אַפִּ
 They have kept שַבָת ever since.  

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll) 

Call the Pirchei hotline now! - 718-663-0212

Heaven on Earth

*Since we only discuss a few הֲלָכוֹת, it is important to consider these הֲלָכוֹת in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth study. :מָא ת עִנְיָנֵי דְי�וֹ הִלְכ�וֹ
רִיד  יב הָר�וּחַ �וּמ�וֹ ִ מַשׁוּ

ם שֶׁ הַגוֶּ

Reviewed by R' Gedalyahu Eckstein

• Based on most of נַז כְׁ מוֹרִיד  which does not add ,נוּסָח אַשְׁ
 during the summer, one who remembers not saying הַטָל
 must go back to the אַתָה קָדוֹש after beginning מַשִיב הָרוּחַ 

beginning of רֵה מוֹנֶה עֶשְׁ   .שְׁ
• However, one whose נוּסָח adds מוֹרִיד הַטָל during summer 

does not go back, even if he definitely said מוֹרִיד הַטָל. 
Halacha 
Corner

FocusonMiddos
Dear לְמִיד  ,תַּ
 The father of R' Leib 
Gurwicz ״ל צַּ ״ל ,זַּ צַּ ה אַהֲרֹן זַּ  ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
Kushelevsky, was a descendant of 
a long line of מְדִים  ,teachers ,מְלַּ
and was the town’s רָב. His 
mother, ת רייכל ע״ה  was a ,מָרַּ
direct descendant of the Vilna 
Gaon, a reason that accounted 
for R' Leib adopting many of the 
גְרָ״א   .מִנְהָגֵי הַּ
 R' Leib once told a young 
grandchild that, although he does 
not remember very much from 
his own childhood years, there 
was one episode, which must be 
his earliest childhood memory, 
that he will always cherish. He 
recalled that as a young child, his 
mother made him a special cake 
for his חוּמָש (or סִדּוּר) סִיוּם. The 
family lived in impoverished 
circumstances. However, the 
delight his mother showed by 
baking the small cake stayed 
etched in his memory forever. 
 In a similar vein, R' Leib’s 
father recognized his young son’s 
potential and was very anxious 
for him to learn in the Lithuanian 
 Unfortunately, Malat was .יְשִיבוֹת
in Poland and the countries of 
Poland and Lithuania were on the 
brink of war at the time. Travel 

between the two countries was 
illegal and extremely dangerous. 
 On a cold winter 
morning, R' Leib boarded the 
horse and cart that would take 
him to the border. Once there, he 
would need to slip undetected 
into Poland. Before saying 
goodbye, ה אַהֲרֹן  took off his ר׳ מֹשֶׁ
only coat and handed it to his 
son. R' Leib protested. “How can I 
take your coat when I know that 
you will suffer in the cold?”  ר׳
ה אַהֲרֹן  responded, “I have מֹשֶׁ
already learned in יְשִיבָה and am 
no longer in the early stages of 
growth in תוֹרָה like you are. 
Therefore, you are the one who 
deserves the coat…”   
 My לְמִיד  any ,תַּ
meaningful gesture can be as 
small as a tasty piece of cake or 
as large as giving away the only 
protection from the cold Russian 
winters. However, such gestures 
are sometimes more powerful 
than any ס  R' Leib .שמוּעֶׁ
internalized his parents’  ת אַהֲבַּ
תוֹרָה  which he tenderly ,הַּ
transmitted for eternity to his 
children and לְמִידִים  .תַּ
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Story adapted from Sunset (Hanoch Teller) and interviews 
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‘friends’. רָאֵל  also does not חֲבֵרִים כָל יִשְּ
seem to have a connection with the 
ingathering at the time of   מָשִׁיח. This prayer 
is a public yearning for   מָשִׁיח. We announce 
the exact time for ׁראֹשׁ חֹדֶש so that any 
appropriate בָן  needed for the new קָרְּ
month could be brought. We then declare 
when רָאֵל נֵי יִשְּ  are gathered together then בְּ
the laws of אָה ם הָאָרֶץ applicable to an טוּמְּ  ,ע 
unlearned Jew, are annulled and every Jew 
has the laws of a מִיד חָכָם לְּ  learned ,חָבֵר ת 
friend (see .חגיגה כו). 
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saw him, he got off his chariot and bowed to 
the ground before him, saying, “The image of 
this man appeared before me whenever I 
went to battle victoriously; and if not, I was 
not victorious.” In this way, a threatening 
danger passed from the Jewish people. 
 The ים מִׁ  relate the story of the חֲכָּ
circumstances of his death: In the year he 
passed away, יק דִׁ צַּ מְעוֹן הַּ  said, “This year I שִׁ
shall die.” They asked, “How do you know?” 
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in white appears, accompanies me into the 
ים שִׁ דָּ קָּ  and departs with me. This year ,קֹּדֶש הַּ
an old man dressed in black appeared. He 
entered with me, but didn’t leave with me.” 
Seven days later he passed away. 
 He used to say (רְקֵי אָבוֹת א:ב  The“ :(פִּׁ
world depends on 3 things: ה  ,(learning) תוֹרָּ
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Welcome back to all of our devoted 
and loyal readership from the 
dedicated editorial staff of this 
publication. May all of רָאֵל לַל יִשְּ  be כְּ
gebentched with a year full of 
פוּאוֹת שׁוּעוֹת ,רְּ חוֹת and ,נֶחָמוֹת ,יְּ  !שִמְּ



Yahrtzeits    Gedolimof 
our Gedolim Glimpses

ר׳  born in Malat, Poland, to ,ר׳ אַרְיֵה זְאֵב )לײֵבּ( זַצַ״ל
ה אַהֲרֹן  Kushelevsky, left home רייכל and (רָב town) מֹשֶׁ
at בַּר מִצְוָה age to learn in Vina, Lithuania, for 1½ 

years, before joining יְשִיבַת מִיר. His needed to travel with a passport 
ר׳  Gurwicz, when he went to Baronovitz. He learned with ,בְּשֵם אִמוֹ
רְמַן הי״ד לְחָנָן וַסֶׁ  for a year before leaving to Brisk תַלְמִיד/חַבְרוּתָא as a אֶׁ
where he joined the שִעוּר of the Brisker רָב. In 1932, he married לִיבָּא, 
R' Elya Lopian’s daughter. בְּהַשְגָחַת ד׳, due to R' Elya’s wife’s ר׳  ,פְטִירָה
 יְשִיבַת עֵץ חַיִים in מַגִיד שִעוּר moved to the UK, initially serving as a לײֵבּ
and רָב in the East End. In 1948, he became the ראֹש יְשִיבָה of 
Gateshead. He served as סְגַן נָשִיא of אֲגֻדַת יִשְרָאֵל הָעוֹלָמִית. His סְפָרִים, 
  .are classics today ,מְאוֹרֵי שְעָרִים and אַרְזָא דְבֵי רַב ,רָאשֵי שְעָרִים

  כ״ה תשרי
5666 – 5743 
1906 – 1982 

The Brisker רָב took an exceptional liking to  ר׳
ר׳ לײֵבּ “ ,and would say זַצַ״ל Gurwicz לײֵבּ
 ”!R' Leib can [really] learn — !קעֶן לעֶרנעֶן
יחַ  the famous ,שַדְכָן s’ר׳ לײֵבּ יר of מַשְגִּ  ,מִּ
יַאן told ,זַצַ״ל Levovitz ר׳ יְרוּחָם  ,ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳ לֹפִּ
“Go to the יסְקֶר רָב לײֵבּלעֶ ‘ ask for ,בְּרִּ
 was ר׳ לײֵבּ which is how] ’מאַלאַטר
known in יבָה לּוּי He is the .[יְשִּ  .you seek עִּ
You will find in this בָּחוּר more יווּת  ,עֲנִּ
ם and גַדְלוּת בַּתּוֹרָה רְאַת שָמַיִּ  than in any יִּ
other!” This sufficed for ר׳ אֶלְיָ׳, who later referred to 
his son-in-law as a living ים ילַת יְשָרִּ  .מְסִּ

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required עַל פִּי הַלָכָה.                 Please do not read this publication during קדיש, קריאת התורה or חזרת הש״ץ.
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בס״ד

Agudas Yisroel of America

ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד  שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ אשִית א:לא(… וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ )בְרֵּ  
And God saw all that He had made and behold it was very good …  
 In this world, nothing is rosy and perfect; life consists of both 
successes and failures. We see this clearly from the description of ד׳’s 
creation of the world at the very beginning of the ה  .תּוֹרָּ
 On the first day of Creation, ד׳ said, יְהִי אוֹר וַיְהִי אוֹר — Let 
there be light, and there was light (אשִית א:ג ש quotes the ,רַשִ״י .(בְרֵּ  מִדְרָּ
ה ג:ו) אשִית רַבָּ  which states that the nature of this was intensely (בְרֵּ
spiritual, far more sublime than the wicked deserved to experience, 
and therefore ד׳ removed it from the world and put it aside for the 
righteous to enjoy in א ם הַבָּ  .עוֹלָּ
 On the third day, ד׳ created fruit trees, decreeing that the 
wood of the tree should have the same taste as the fruit itself ( ץ …  עֵּ

אשִית א:יא… פְרִי עֹשֶה פְרִי לְמִינוֹ  בְרֵּ ). Yet the ש אשִית ה:ט) says מִדְרָּ  that (בְרֵּ
this is not what occurred. The trees produced fruit, but their wood did 
not have the fruit’s taste. אשִית א:יא) רַשִ״י  says that as a result of its (בְרֵּ
failure to obey ד׳’s command, the earth was cursed at the time when 
רִאשוֹן ם הָּ דָּ ץ  was cursed for his sin of eating from the fruit of the אָּ עֵּ
 .הַדַעַת
 On the fourth day, once again, plans for Creation were not 
fully realized. ד׳ created the two “great lights,” the sun and moon. רַשִ״י 
אשִית א:טז) א quoting the ,(בְרֵּ רָּ וִים נִבְרְאוּ :says ,(חוּלִין ס:) גְמָּ  the two — שָּ

“great lights” were originally created equal in size;  נָּה עַל ה הַלְבָּ וְנִתְמַעֲטָּ
ה אִי “ ,However, the moon was reduced after it complained — שֶקִטְרְגָּ
ד כִים שֶיִשְתַּמְשוּ בְכֶתֶר אֶחָּ י מְלָּ ר לִשְנֵּ  It is impossible for two kings to — אֶפְשָּ
share one crown” (i.e., both rule over the same domain — the world). 
 Notwithstanding these setbacks, upon completion of the six 
days of Creation, ה וְהִנֵּה טוֹב מְאֹד שָּ ל אֲשֶר עָּ  saw all ד׳ — וַיַרְא אֱלֹקִים אֶת כָּ
that He had made and behold it was very good (אשִית א:לא  did ד׳ .(בְרֵּ
not call His creation merely good, but emphasized that, despite the 
original plan, it was טוֹב מְאֹד, very good. The world as it actually was 
created was given the seal of ד׳’s stamp of very good. Although it may 
have seemed it could have been much better, if everything would have 
gone right, ד׳ stressed that this is what really is in fact very good! 
 Rav Pam, זַצַ״ל, explained that we can learn a fundamental 
message from the story of creation. Often we are frustrated when we 
see that we are forced to go with an alternate Plan B. We tend to think 
that the original Plan A would have been so much better. If in the 
creation of the world Plan B was considered by ד׳ to be very good, then 
we must realize that it is not plan A that is best for us, but rather Plan 
B! Plan A may look good, but it may have issues that we don’t see 
immediately. It is Plan B that is the best for us to serve ד׳ and we 
should never think, “If only I could have had the chance to do Plan A!” 

Heard from R’ Yisroel Reisman שליט״א as a thought from R’ Pam זצ״ל 

TorahThoughts

For any inquiries or comments please feel free to call 347-838-0869   •   Illustrated by: Yeshaya Suval

PIRCHEI
בידינו אבותינו  מסורת 

A G U D A T H  I S R A E L  O F  A M E R I C A

לע״נ הב׳ ישעיהו דוב ע״ה בן יבלחט״א יצחק צבי נ״ילע״נ ר׳ ישראל בן אברהם ז"ל

For sponsorship opportunities please contact:
(347) 838-0869 • thepircheinewsletter@gmail.com

קוֹ ה, הַמָּ שָּ דִים בֵין בַיָּם וּבֵין בַיַבָּ עוֹמְׂ יָּה, הָּ ה וּבַשִבְׂ רָּ תוּנִים בַצָּ אֵל, הַנְׂ רָּ ל בֵית יִשְׂ רַחֵם עֲלֵיהֶםם אַחֵינוּ כָּ יְׂ  
נ   רִיב, וְׂ מַן קָּ א וּבִזְׂ לָּ א בַעֲגָּ תָּ ה, הַשְׂ אֻלָּ בוּד לִגְׂ ה, וּמִשִעְׂ אוֹרָּ ה לְׂ ה, וּמֵאֲפֵלָּ חָּ וָּ ה לִרְׂ רָּ יוֹצִיאֵם מִצָּ מֵן:אמַ וְׂ ר אָּ  

PIRCHEI R’ Yankele Pshevorsker’s doctor 
instructed him to take daily walks.

After a heavy rain, we suffered, as the 
entire area would turn into one big swamp.

Finally the administration recognized that production 
was hindered and decided to cover the area with pebbles.

Every day we blessed Hashem for this great gift.

This road 
is perfect! Let’s 
walk down this 

path...

Rebbi, why don’t 
we cross over 

and walk on the 
grass?

 Walking on 
pebbles is my way of 

expressing my hakaras 
hatov (gratitude)! When 
I was exiled to Siberia, 
there was no pavement 

anywhere...

It’s impossible to 
walk, never mind 
carrying heavy 

logs of lumber!

I don’t care! You 
have a daily quota 

and it must be 
completed!

כ“ז מרחשון  1999 - 1907  5760 - 5688

I feel a special 
fondness for pebbles. They 

allow me the opportunity to 
express my gratitude for the 
simple things in life we take 

for granted!

Thank You, Hashem! 
This is a luxury! Baruch Hatov 

V’Hameitiv - Blessed is the One Who 
is the essence of Good and does 

Kindness to others.

No, a pebble 
path is far more 
preferable than 

even a comfortable 
carpet of grass!

???

 ,the Pshevorsker Rebbe, also known as R' Yankele of Antwerp, was born in Galicia ,זַצַ״ל Leizer ר׳ יַעֲקֺב
Poland, to ר׳ דָוִד יׅצְחָק (a Shinover חָסִיד) and פּעֶסִיל תִרְצָה. He received סְמִיכָה in ְלְחָן עָרוּך  from ד׳ חֶלְקֵי שֻׁ
several prominent רַבָנִים while he was still a בָחוּר. Upon the advice of his ר׳ אֶלְחָנָן ,רֶבִי (Chuna) 
Halberstam זַצַ״ל, the Koloshitzer רֶבִי, he agreed to serve as the רָב of Yashlisk, even before his 
marriage. In 1930, he married אַלְטעֶ בִינָה, the daughter of ר׳ מֺשֶה יִצְחָק of Pshevorsk, known as ר׳ אִיצִיקל. 
In 1940, they were both sent to Siberia until the end of WWII. After the war’s end,  ֶר׳ יַעֲנקעֶלע  took up 
the position of דַיָן in the town of Breslau, a position he kept for two years. In 1949,  ֶר׳ יַעֲנקעֶלע and his 
ר׳  ,s final day'ר׳ אִיצִיקל moved to Paris, and from there they moved to Antwerp, Belgium. Until שװער
  4) כִתְבֵי קוֹדֶש His .רֶבִי became ר׳ יַעֲנקעֶלעֶ  ,in 1976 פְּטִירָה s'ר׳ אִיצִיקל did not leave his side. With יַעֲנקעֶלעֶ 
volumes, printed by his son-in-law), זְכוּת אָבוֹת (on מוֹעַדִים and מִנְהָגִים), (סִפּוּרֵי צַדִיקִים) י״ג אוֹרוֹת and  אִמְרֵי

 .יִרְאַת שָמַיִם and תוֹרָה are testimony to his greatness in (מוֹעַדִים and תוֹרָה on) יַעֲקֺב
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