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And God saw all that He had made and behold it was very good ...

In this world, nothing is rosy and perfect; life consists of both
successes and failures. We see this clearly from the description of '7’s
creation of the world at the very beginning of the mqin.

On the first day of Creation, 7 said, 9IX 02 X >0 — Let
there be light, and there was light (3: X m¥N12). >7¥7, quotes the ¥R
(h:3 M1 mYNI2) which states that the nature of this was intensely
spiritual, far more sublime than the wicked deserved to experience,
and therefore 1 removed it from the world and put it aside for the
righteous to enjoy in X2 Diy.

On the third day, '7 created fruit trees, decreeing that the
wood of the tree should have the same taste as the fruit itself ( \y ...
NN TPYNID ... 10 19 NYY 19). Yet the v Tn says (0: 0 nPWNI3) that
this is not what occurred. The trees produced fruit, but their wood did
not have the fruit’s taste. »¥1 (N: X 1°¥N13) says that as a result of its
failure to obey 1's command, the earth was cursed at the time when
IWNID DTN was cursed for his sin of eating from the fruit of the \y
nyIn.

On the fourth day, once again, plans for Creation were not
fully realized. »7 created the two “great lights,” the sun and moon. »7¢
(30: N YNI2), quoting the XYY (: © PHIN), says: I DY — the two

Yahrtzeits

29U 7772 Hrst (aY) any MmN M, born in Malat, Poland, to
5666 — 5743 Y nyh (town 17) and 9527 Kushelevsky, left home
1906 — 1982at myn 12 age to learn in Vina, Lithuania, for 1%
years, before joining 9n n2>¥». His needed to travel with a passport
DN OY3, Gurwicz, when he went to Baronovitz. He learned with
TN YD PNYN as a XNIAN/Tnn for a year before leaving to Brisk
where he joined the 79V of the Brisker 2. In 1932, he married N2>,
R' Elya Lopian’s daughter. 7 nnywna, due to R' Elya’s wife’s 17209, M
2»Y moved to the UK; initially serving as a 79y 7310 in 070 Ny n2ow»
and 27 in the East End. In 1948, he became the n2¥» WN- of
Gateshead. He served as X°v) 2o of mn2iyn YN nTIN. His 019D,
DXWY YN, 17127 XIIN and DWW »)INN, are classics today.
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“great lights” were originally created equal in size; 2y ny2%n NVLYHRI
mIvYPY — However, the moon was reduced after it complained, “ >N
TN NI IVNRWVIY DN MW WX — [t is impossible for two kings to
share one crown” (i.e., both rule over the same domain — the world).

Notwithstanding these setbacks, upon completion of the six
days of Creation, ) 210 M) NWY WK Y2 N DIPON XY — 7saw all
that He had made and behold it was very good (N2: X 1P¥N13). '7 did
not call His creation merely good, but emphasized that, despite the
original plan, it was TNn 210, very good. The world as it actually was
created was given the seal of "1’s stamp of very good. Although it may
have seemed it could have been much better, if everything would have
gone right, 7 stressed that this is what really is in fact very good!

Rav Pam, Y7831, explained that we can learn a fundamental
message from the story of creation. Often we are frustrated when we
see that we are forced to go with an alternate Plan B. We tend to think
that the original Plan A would have been so much better. If in the
creation of the world Plan B was considered by "1 to be very good, then
we must realize that it is not plan A that is best for us, but rather Plan
B! Plan A may look good, but it may have issues that we don’t see
immediately. It is Plan B that is the best for us to serve 7 and we
should never think, “If only | could have had the chance to do Plan Al”

Heard from R’ Yisroel Reisman x8”v25v as a thought from R’ Pam 578t

n
Glimpses S\
The Brisker 27 took an exceptional liking to
a»5 Gurwicz 9781 and would say, “ a»b 1
WY Wp! — R' Leib can [really] learn!”
%5 7's 127V, the famous mavn of 1y,
o 1 Levovitz 97¥3, told yN0a o M,
“Go to the 27 9pY13, ask for * yoa»5
oo’ [which is how a»Yy m was
known in n2>¥?]. He is the »y you seek.
You will find in this 9302 more mIM)y,
Mina M5T) and OMY NN than in any
other!” This sufficed for »9x ", who later referred to
his son-in-law as a living ©1¥> n2>on.
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/i1took the man and placed him in )7y ), to work it and to guard it...
What work was there in the midst of yz¥ » “... to work it and to guard
it”? ... Did not the trees grow of their own accord? Did not a river flow
and water the garden? What does “to work it and to guard it” mean?
To immerse oneself in the 777i77's words and to guard its 7m¥n.” (°p79
> NYHN 17 cited in »na Na7)

Before he ate from the ny1n \y, DN was free to devote
himself entirely to serving 7. With his pure nn¥) and intense
attachment to "7, he derived far greater pleasure from doing a Myn
than any physical indulgence offered. When o1x and mn ate from
the nyT0 \Y, they were banished from y7¥ ). Now o7& had to toil to
provide food, and he had to contend with the yan 2% that had
become a part of him.

Nevertheless, it is still the mission of every Jew to raise
himself above this mundane world and make n7im and niyn the focus
of his life. Those who do, derive enormous pleasure and fulfillment
from the life they have chosen. They perceive a life of n7im for what it
truly is: a life of purpose and fulfillment, joy and satisfaction.

A life of n7im and miyn should be sweet, uplifting,
meaningful, rewarding. If someone finds mniyn difficult and
burdensome, then he needs to engage in some soul-searching. He
must find what needs to be changed in his lifestyle so that he will
derive true pleasure from fulfilling *1’s precious commandments.

Lenny’s father, Sasha, knew that academically, the Shuvu
school that he had switched him to from an Israeli public school was
far superior, but he was not happy about this “religion thing” that had
become so important to eleven-year-old Lenny. Sasha and Katrina,
did not want their son to be religious.

“Okay, Dad,” Lenny said one day, “l won’t bother you about
keeping nay; but my school is making a model 7179 NPa next week.
Do you think you could come to that? Then we can have our own 179
on Ny.”

Neither Sasha nor Katrina had ever been at a 979. Sasha
agreed to go.

Lenny was busy the week before noa scrubbing his
bedroom clean of \an. His parents were not ready to make their

Special post-Yom Tov message from
our dgvoted gditorial staff ...

house “Kosher for Passover,” but they did agree to clean the kitchen
and keep all bread and crackers in a separate cabinet. Sasha had been
inspired enough by the model 779 to go on a shopping spree with
Lenny to purchase n¥n, wine, and whatever else they would need for
the 770.

That night, as they sat down to begin the 979, Sasha turned
to his son, and said quietly, “Lenny, | think it would be better if you
led the 979.”

Lenny was disappointed, but he agreed. He did a masterful
job of reciting v, explaining the significance of this night, and
Ieadlng his parents through ¥n7 and ©972. When it came to \m,
Lenny respectfully asked that his father break the middle nyn, and he
explained the significance of the ynipr>ax and the custom of placing it
behind one’s pillow. Sasha followed instructions and, feigning
roughness, warned, “No one’s getting near my )p5jz2oN!"

Lenny now began the recitation of the N30, and recounted
the miracles of the Exodus with joy and emotion. His mother wiped
away a tear. “He’s so grown up,” she whispered to her husband.

The rest of the 779, including the meal of 723y yNYY, went
beautifully. It was time to eat the y2ip>9N. Sasha had not been tough
after all, and Lenny had easily snatched it. “So, Lenny,” his father said
with a smile, “what will it cost me to get back the yaipran?”

“Hmm,” Lenny said. “I've been thinking. Maybe a bike?”

Katrina was relieved to see that her son was still a child.

“A bicycle is not cheap, but if you really want it, | think | can
swing it.”

“Well what about a new stereo system for the family?”
Lenny ventured.  “One second, son; a bicycle is one thing, but a
stereo system? I'm afraid these negotiations are getting too
expensive,” Sasha replied.

Lenny suddenly became very serious. “Dad, Mom — what |
really want won’t cost you any money,” he said softly. “ What | want
more than anything else is that our family should start keeping nay.”

Sasha and Katrina looked at their precious son for a long
moment. Then they looked at each other.

“Son, you can bring in the yip*9x,” Sasha said.

They have kept nav ever since.

Adapted from: Living the Parashah (with kind permission from ArtScroll)
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WM Questions . \week

1.From where do we derive a most powerful lesson regarding the
importance of Y 777 and humility?

2.Which day did the herbs of the field begin to grow above the
ground? (hint: the day of the first rain)
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Welcome back to all of our devoted
and loyal readership from the
dedicated editorial staff of this
publication. May all of >x7> 922 be
gebentched with a year full of
nixIo, nivaw?, ninng, and ninni!

® Based on most of 12¥x NPM, which does not add 71 beginning of N7y Nyiny.

290 during the summer, one who remembers not saying e However, one whose nE» adds SVR TN during summer
MmN 1Y after beginning ¥iTR NP must go back to the  goes not go back, even if he definitely said 997 Tin.
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Reviewed by R Gedalyahu Eckstein

*Since we only discuss a few miavn, it isimportant to consider these nisyn in the context of the bigger picture. Use them as a starting point for further in-depth studly.
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Dear Tnym,

The father of R' Leib
Gurwicz D783, 9781 YION YD M
Kushelevsky, was a descendant of
a long line of o mn, teachers,
and was the town’s 27. His
mother, N7y 55 nNH, was a
direct descendant of the Vilna
Gaon, a reason that accounted
for R' Leib adopting many of the
NN AMN.

R' Leib once told a young
grandchild that, although he does
not remember very much from
his own childhood vyears, there
was one episode, which must be
his earliest childhood memory,
that he will always cherish. He
recalled that as a young child, his
mother made him a special cake
for his ¥ (or M79) oPY. The
family lived in impoverished
circumstances. However, the
delight his mother showed by
baking the small cake stayed
etched in his memory forever.

In a similar vein, R' Leib’s
father recognized his young son’s
potential and was very anxious
for him to learn in the Lithuanian
mav. Unfortunately, Malat was
in Poland and the countries of
Poland and Lithuania were on the
brink of war at the time. Travel

between the two countries was
illegal and extremely dangerous.

On a cold winter
morning, R' Leib boarded the
horse and cart that would take
him to the border. Once there, he
would need to slip undetected
into Poland. Before saying
goodbye, YN NW M took off his
only coat and handed it to his
son. R' Leib protested. “How can |
take your coat when | know that
you will suffer in the cold?” 1
QX NYin responded, “lI have
already learned in N2¥? and am
no longer in the early stages of
growth in mim like you are.
Therefore, you are the one who
deserves the coat...”

My RN, any
meaningful gesture can be as
small as a tasty piece of cake or
as large as giving away the only
protection from the cold Russian
winters. However, such gestures
are sometimes more powerful
than any oymy. R' Leib
internalized his parents’” m»anx
n7PD,  which  he  tenderly
transmitted for eternity to his
children and D>*pnon.
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Story adapted from Sunset (Hanoch Teller) and interviews
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He Who performed miracles ... and gather
together those that are dispersed ... all of %2
sxwrare ‘friends’...
These words of ¥In WNY bentching are
unique. There is no other place in davening
where we mention that Sx7¥> »a are
‘friends’. YN Y3 ©Man also does not
seem to have a connection with the
ingathering at the time of n>¥n. This prayer
is a public yearning for n>vn. We announce
the exact time for ¥n W¥N7 so that any
appropriate 1277 needed for the new
month could be brought. We then declare
when YN7¥ "3 are gathered together then
the laws of NIV applicable to an \n oy,
unlearned Jew, are annulled and every Jew
has the laws of a Dan YN 1an, learned
friend (see 5 moan).

This Week in Hit Wy

29 »9¥5 3449 / 313 B.C.E. — v of M NID
T80 )WY, 511 > (for 40 years) at the
beginning of »V¥ n’3, and the last of the >Wix
N21T0 NVY7. As one of the first of the ©nan
mentioned in the MYn, the NYon came

through him from the N2imn NP >WIN, lead

by 29700 NW.
When Alexander the Great came to

SN XN (318 B.C.E.) intent on conquering

DDV, TSN )NV went out to greet him
wearing the 9173 103 »132. When the Emperor
saw him, he got off his chariot and bowed to

the ground before him, saying, “The image of
this man appeared before me whenever |
went to battle victoriously; and if not, | was
not victorious.” In this way, a threatening
danger passed from the Jewish people.

The o an relate the story of the
circumstances of his death: In the year he
passed away, P>7180 YWnVY said, “This year |
shall die.” They asked, “How do you know?”
He replied: “Every 7395 0¥ an old man dressed
in white appears, accompanies me into the
DWIPN VTP, and departs with me. This year
an old man dressed in black appeared. He
entered with me, but didn’t leave with me.”
Seven days later he passed away.

He used to say (2: X man >p19): “The
world depends on 3 things: n7in (learning),
nT71aY (Divine Service), and o710 M>N) (Acts
of Kindness).”

SageSayings

R' Leib (Aryeh Ze’ev) Gurwicz 97831 was a >33 who taught
every moment of his life. His home was across the street
from the N2¥, facing the N2>¥» building. He would learn in
the front room with his curtains wide open. Just before
retiring late at night, he would close them. In the morning,
he re-opened the curtains and learned before davening. He
once explained, “ TN M) YOM JWONT DY YIVN IN DN PN
TOYN PN OIN VI PN — | want my students to know how |
spend my time!”

Source: Sunset (Hanoch Teller)




R’ YANKELE PSHEVOQSKEQ'S DOCTOQ
INSTQLICTEO HIM TO TAKE OAILY WALI(S

THIS POAD = PEBBI, WHY DON'T
IS PERFECT/ LET'S b 7| 'we cpgss OVE‘Q

AND WALK ON THE

WALKING ON
PEBBLES IS MY WAY OF

i\ LEARNING m OUR LEADERS

NO, A PEBBLE
PATH IS FAR MORE
PREFERABLE THAN

EVEN A COMFORTABLE
CARPET OF 69A55’

AFTER A HEAVY RAIN, WE SUFFERED, AS THE

1703
PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

ENTIRE AREA WOULD TURN INTO ONE 8I& SWAMP.

EXPRESSING MY HAKARAS
HATOV (GRATITUDED! WHEN
I WAS EXILED TO SIBERIA, IT'S IMPOSSIBLE TO
THERE WAS NO PAVEMENT . WALK, NEVER MIND HAVE A DAILY QUOTA
ANYWHERE... 598 o CARRYING HEAVY AND IT MUST BE
g : LO&S OF LUMBER/! COMPLETED!

I DON'T CARE! YOU

FINALLY THE ADMINISTRATION RECOEGNIZED THAT PRODUCTION
™~
WAS HINDERED AND DECIDED TO COVER THE AREA WITH PEBBLES. FONDNESS FOP PEBBLES. THEY

S , ALLOW ME THE OPPORTUNITY TO
THANK YOU, HASHEM! H A e | EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE FOR THE
THIS IS A LUXURY! BARLICH HATOV ; 7\ SIMPLE THINES IN LIFE WE TAKE
VHAMEITIV - BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO FOR EGRANTED!
IS THE ESSENCE OF 600D AND DOES
KINDNESS TO OTHERS.

I FEEL A SPECIAL

EVERY DAY WE BLESSED HASHEM FOR THIS GREAT GIFT. -

e T ™ - - i = T s R = ;

apy? 1 LEIZER D181, THE PSHEVORSKER REBBE, ALSO KNOWN AS R’ YANKELE OF ANTWERP, WAS BORN IN GALICIA,
POLAND, TO PRY TIT 1 (A SHINOVER TDND AND N¥IN DYDY, HE RECEIVED N2ND IN TIIY NIV dPIN /T FROM
SEVERAL PQOMINENT 02327 WHILE HE WAS STILL A ‘11]’\3 UPON THE ADVICE OF HIS 239, ]JI'\'JN M (CHUNAD
HALBERSTAM DN31, THE KOLOSHITZER )17, HE AGREED TO SERVE AS THE 17 OF YASHLISK, EVEN BEFORE HIS
MARRIAGE. IN 1930, HE MARRIED M) v\JbN THE DAUGHTER OF PNy NV M OF PSHEVORSK, KNOWN AS OPINMON M.
IN 1940, THEY WERE BOTH SENT TO SIGERIA LINTIL THE ENO OF WWIIL. AFTER THE WAR'S END, YOYPIY 11 TOOK up
THE POSITION OF 27 IN THE TOWN OF 8RESLAU, A POSITION HE KEPT FOR TWO YEARS. IN 1949, )"J)’?J}" ) AND HIS
IWNY MOVED TO PARIS, AND FROM THERE THEY MOVED TO ANTWERP, BELGIUM. UNTIL DN /1'S FINAL DAY,
)’7)’7)}” DID NOT LEAVE HIS SIDE. WITH YO¥ON 'S NPV IN 1976, )"7)’73}” ) BECAME 27, HIS YTIp 2ana 4+
VOLUMES, PRINTED BY HIS SON-IN-LAW), ﬂth 1157 CON D"T)ﬂ)ﬁ AND D’)ﬁ)b) NN ¥ (DPITY NIV AND ’-mu
2PY? CON NN AND DITYIND ARE TESTIMONY TO HIS GREATNESS IN NN AND DYDY NXY.
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Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nnn.



